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Council emerges from secret meeting
with unanimous vote on legal beagle

By Julle Brown
statt writer

Farmingten Hills Clty Council mem-
bers voted unanimously Monday to ex-
tend the contract of the city's attorney
through the end of the year,

Councll members met o a closed
sesslon Monday to discuss the city’s le-
gel services. They met In closed session
to discuss the matter Feb. 19, but took
no actlon at that meeting.

Paul Blbeau's firm, Brennan, Bibeau
and Poehlman, represents the elty,

“'We'd had long talks'with Mr. Blbeau
and felt there was room for change and
improvement,” Mayor Jan Dolan sald
Tuesday. "I think some council mem-
bers were unhappy with the firm as it
is presently constituted. The majority
felt there are some areas of concern,

“We would like to sce changes,” the
mayor sald, “Just some staifing
changes (within the flrm) the council
{elt they would be happler with.”

Counctl members voted to review
the (lrm'a performance no Iater than

Dec. 2,

“We wlll see how they perform and
consider any exu:nslon," sald Joe Alka:
u:eb mayor pro tem.

I think that was just fine,” he sald
of Monday's declsion. “I like the Idca of
pursuing interviews and evaluation of
ather firms." Perlodlc reviews of the
clty's will be b Al-

member Joan Dudloy sald. “Knowlng
what tho cholces are, to me that was
the best way to vote,

‘'You have to choose the one that el-
ther represents what you want, or
comes the closest,” Dudlcy sald. “When
you work with a group, you have to
know when to glve and when to hold

- tight. I think the mlly telllng time will
December.”

in

The review of the city's attorney fol-
lowed a councll decision to look at con-
sultant services. The city also bas con-
sultants for planning {Villcan-Leman

knlceb sajd.

“THIS WAY, I think we will be doing
the job best.”

“It was, In my oplnlon, the best feasi-
ble resolution to the problem,” council

Drive launched

By Joanne Maliszewskl
staff writer

It’s relling around to that t‘ime of

ment so that nludnal.u] w:nl'lt lecldh.'
necessary {0 have an alcobolic gradua-
tion,” sald Agnes Scott, vice presldent
for spec.hl projects at Channel 58.
Projec stems out of a

year again when proms and
parties become a blg part of high
school life,

And that generaily means that drink-
ing and consequently drinking and driv-
ing also bccomc a blg part of high
school

But ltudcnu won't be alone In trying
to deal with these potentially falal
problems.

Televislon statlons WTVS-Channel 58
and WDIV-Channel 4 have jolned
forces to encourage and remind both
students and parents to avold drinking
and driving during the big high school

riy season.
pa"We’re hoplng to change the environ-

coalition nl preventive substance abuse

groups that developed soon after Chan- ||

nel 56 aired a natlonal two-part pro-
gnm In 1983 called “The Chemlcal
eople.
While Channel 56 s the d

and Inc.} and for engineer-
Ing (Pate, Hirn and Bogue).

“This was kind of a learning oppertu-
nity for us,” Dolan sald. “You learn on
the first one, '

“You should bave a periodic In-depth
review, and plan for it, which we had

not been dolng. There was never really
an lepth review done of them. I
think the clty wili be better because of
i

On Feb. 12, Blbeau's law flem and

0

Twemy-uve cents

Plan
save

By Steve Barnaby
editor

it,
it or

forget it

behest of Clty Manager Robert Dead-
man, who noted that It's been a decade
slnce the last blulnm plan was out-

Te prepare F

lined for the

prepal
business district for the luture it will
take the cooperatlon of local residents,
marc!mnu. professionals and buurung

Thnt's what more than 70 personx
erowded Into Farmington Clty Hall this
week beard from clty planner Christo-
pher Wzacny.

“We have to reallze that unlm we
change, we will the

"It Is time to take another look. Whal
are we golng o be lke In the 1000:1"
zaid Deadman

Both Deadman and Wzaeny reviewed
the mercantile climate aver the past 10
yoars, potlng such developments as
Tally Hall, Twelve-Ouka, the change in
consumer lhnpplnx prt!erenm and the
{mpact changes have on the

planner told the audience compased of
council members, pl g co!
sloners, historical commission mem-
bers and residents.

‘Wzacny recommended that a citirens
cummluee be developed to work in
conjunction wilh planners to develop a
strategy to revamp downtown — The
GrIM mver/Flrmingw o Road shop-

‘Th!.! Im't meant {o bo a baby-sitting
scrvice or soclal club he sald, assure
ing resldents that some results could be
garnered In as short a time as four to
slx months,

But the largest part of the work
could take as long as two or miore
years, he sald,

The city must begln to analyze and to
identity the oppertunities that down-
{own Farmlngton offers In the faceof a

several others with
cnce made presentations to the cmmcﬂ.

“It was a great education for us as a
councll.” The meeting allowed councll
members to see what services other
{irms provide, Dolan sald.

“I'm not saying it's better or worse,
iU's different. At least you're thinking
about it.

"“WE WILL be sitting down and talk-
Ing with our consultants,” Dolan sald.
“I'know [n Industry they bave reviews,
We're Initlating it, to see where it goes
irom bere.”

"Other people are competing. Many
other centers of actlvities are trying to
guln the market,” he sald.

“What ls needed Is a response from
the community to establlsh continulty.”

The auccesa of any plan developed,
Wzacny stressed, was dependent on co-
operation between Lhe private and pub-
lic seetors.

“The developer must contribute to
downtown, but the city must have a
sense of understanding of what the de-
veloper needs. Don't get bogged down
in red tape,” he warned.

The presentation was made at the

“CONSUMER ATTITUD] have

P

He noted the impact that factory di-
rect sales, and off brand stores have
had on the market. He also siressed the
role of the changing lifestyle.

use B percent of women now
work outalde the bomo, eatire new in-
dustries are developlng. Families live
differently and they alse shop ln a dll-
ferent manner, ho noted,

Wzacny throw out a “fow pointers on
what nuy future committee would be
looking at during ita tenure,

*"We-must have a recognition of the
changes and a rcotlentation of the
downtown. That lavolves the tralning
and rotraining of downtown mer-
chants,” he sald,

Security was another important con-
cern to be studled.

“Farmington Is ln great shape. But
you must have a sense of security and
aafety, You never have enough of it.”

e commlttee also would have to
analyze the possibllity of bringing In
businesses which would attract persons
{rom & wider arca, Called “destination
market places” in planning parlance,
Wzacny used the Tally Hall complex as
one example where persons from miles
around come Just to shop.

Council will conslder formation of
the recommended committee at a fu-
ture council session,

to make grad night drunk free

Monroe and

Scott

schoo) districts are also expected to
partlcipate.
Pm]ec! Graduation ls alumpung w
keep graduation and prom time
and free from fatallties, Scott sald, ’l‘ha
dea Ly aimilar to the media blite during
the recent New Year's Eve celebration,
she sald.
"Nobody was killed,” she sald.

agency for the flvecounty Project
Graduation, Scott sald organizations

Project is a two-pronged
effort highlightlng alcohol-free prom
and graduation activitics and safe driv-

such as MADD (Mothers Agalnst Drunk ing.

Drivers), and SADD (Students Agalnst
Driving Drunk), 1 4, area radlo
stations and clvie organlzations are
lending their support.

So.far the Intermediate school dis-
tricts in Wayne, Oakland and Macomb
counties are partlclpating, Scott said,

oral quarrel

THE FIRST PHASE will be a full-
day workshop April 23 at Roma’s in
Uvanln More mnn 1, OﬂDatudean lmm

ty

sald.
“So kids will go away with idens to
keep graduation safe,” she sald.

‘The second aspect of Project Gradu-
atlon involves a strong m eam-
paign Including Channel 4 and other
media,

The idea the medla will be
Scott sald, 1s: “Have a good nlcobol-
frec ;ndunllan and stay alive."

In addition, Channel 4 will be pub-
lishing in the metropolitan newspapers
& pledge for parents and students to
sign agreelng to belp make graduation
safe and alcohol free.

If a senlor class, for example, in one

pnrtlclpate. The worbhcp will include
“motivational speakers” and reports
from atudents on “good activities" for

what’s inside

of the p: schools gets 50 per.
cent of the famllies to 2lgn the pledges,
Channel 4 wiil put these families on an
Eonor roll, Scott sald.

“PREFERS THE O & E”
L. Feidt has besn defighted with the

“The home partles are the worst, ~

What we're trying to do Is get tho pres-
sure off 50 parents can’t be conned into
belleving everyone Is doing it (serving
llquor at home parties).

“The lsts of pledges will bo pub-
ished so0 kids can't say to thelr parents
averyune Is serving booze at their par-

A blg part of Project Graduation is
to get ‘“people to care” about each
ather, Scott sald.

Although the " health-conscious attl-
tude of most young people may help to
cut down the drinking and consequently
the driving, cfforts !uch a3 SADD are
working to get students, particularly
the "eool” students to get involved In
promoting aleohol-free actlvities and

e have o gt he !

‘e bave to get the power people In
the sctiools Involved —~ the jocks and’
200l crowd,” she 2aid, “Not until these
kids do it wlll it have an effect.”

Super thinkers
get limelight

By Judith Dones Berne school districts serving Rocheater, Ro-

stalf writer ester , Birmingham, Bloomfleld

Hills, Blwmﬂeld Townshlp, West

As part of the local, state and nntlun- Blomnlleld Troy, Southfield, Farming.

al press toward tonand F Hills, Lathrup VII-

the Observer and Eccentric will name  lage, Livonla, Plymouth, Canton, Red-
1ts first Academlc All-Stars in early ford, Westland and Gardea City.

™% committes of of Mickigan Assocta
tion of Secondary Schoo! plll.co-
sponsor of the OLE mumlc All-
Stars, will use test scores and grade av-
erages to select 12 high achool students
from g communities m by gn
Eccentric rom the
lmlerve:lm"?. e

They are due Friday, March 29,

EACH PRINCIPAL will nominate
two students — they may ba juniors or

seniors — whose combined grade point

average plus nationsl test scores rank
the highest In thelr school.

Grade po!nu witl be determined only
by sub English,
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