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A whimsical look at state gym meet

Hipmn'ovﬂwmnml(cl ‘e

The 1985 igh school gymnastlcs sea-
son ended at the Troy gymnasium Sat-
urday alternoon, but it's going to live
on for quite a while in my mind. The
state meet, which took place Friday
and Saturday at the school on Liver-
Ml.l featured the best of

e
It

l talented Michigan prep gymnasts ever,
I The only problem Friday night was
loo much action. All four events were
nm almultancously, 80 it was diffleult
.In absorb it all. Onl ly when ‘Walled Lake
T Western's Barrle Musbeck competed
did the rest of the action stop,

The alory's been told numerous
Umes, but in case you missed it, Muz-
beck, the 1983 all-around champlon,
skipped the high school circult last
year in pursuit of an Qlymplic Team
berth. Unfortunately, Muzbeck sus-
tained a atress fracture on her leg and
missed out on everything.

‘This season, Muzbeck returned.

AT THE STATE meel, Muzbeck to-
talled 38.05 polnts to capture the all-
around title Friday night. Saturday, abe
won Indlvidunl titles on the balance

m and uneven parallel bars, and
Ucd Holland's Jenl Hescott for first In
floor exercise. She also placed fourth in
vaulting.

Muzbeck does not demand attentlon,
but her ability commands it. When she
atepped up to the uneven parallel bars
Friday night for her flrst compeuuen
of the evening, everything stop)
Fans, otherwlse shouting meoun(ev

ment to ta or checring after an
eveat, almply clammed up,

The Welled Lake Western senfor
didn't disappolnt them, elther. She
ripped off ber routine, and patiently
walted for the 9.7 score to be posted.
The followlng day, Muzbeck earned an-
other 9.7 on the balance beam. Even
before the score was posted, Muzbock
was mobbed by coach and companlon
while the fans responded with a stand-
Ing ovatlon.

It was quite a scene.

® An equally emoational scene came
Friday night when the offlcial team re-
sults were announced. It was a tight
race between Frecland and Holland,
and when announcer Clem Kolesar in-
formed us the second-place team was

Holland, the r-‘n:ellnd contlgent went
nuts.

Freeland w expected to win the
meet, but ﬂmt was before three pa.r!.ld-
pants were Infured on three consecu
tive days. Despite belog undenuﬂed
along with an abysmal

® With such competitors as Bonnle
Boagglane, Suzanne Enciso, Laura
Slenkiewicz, Lana Horowltz, Ta Scala
and Lorl Stanick on band during St. Pa-
trick’s Weekend, it certainly was a

the balance beam, Freeland

the title by .25 over Holland.

An Inspirationa) film could be made
out of that story.

® Do you think Freeland, state
champs n 1983 and this year, will re-
peat? Only Lori Stanick, the runnerup
to Musbeck In all-around, Is a senfor.
Jamle Neiman, who plnced fourth, is a
freshman,

® The outstate teams have ruled the
state champiooshlp slnee 1982, In 1981,
North Farmington won the team title,
but since then, it's been East Kent.
wood, Freeland, Grand Rapids West
Catholie and Frecland agaln.

@ Trivia: In the Jast 14 years, only
three ta have won the all-
around title more than once. Muzbeck
Is one, who are the other two?

# Best looking unlforms at the meet
have to go to Dearborn High School.
“The team discared its orange and black
leotards for a more aftractlve red,
white and blue unlform. Shades of
Mary Lou and the girls.

@ Best looking team at the meet?
No question. Troy High,

& Trivia Anewer: Jodl Thompson of
East Kentwood (1980-1982) and Troy
Athens coach Lorl Boes, who won all-
around titles for Troy High In 1974 and
1977. You're excused If you forgot
Boes' accomplishments. That was ages
ago!

stormed |
back on Its next three events, and won

' gymnastics

great day for the Irish.
‘Thankfully, North Farmington's El-
Icen Murtaugh was there!

® I lked the order of aompetl!lon.
Troy followed Barrie Muzbeck. A

act to follow, but at lcast the Colu had
acaptlve audlence,

@ Praise haa to go to Troy's sandy
Smith and Clem Kolesar — the m
managera — and everyone who nlayed
a rolc in running the event. All went
zmoothly and ahead of schedule.

Hope you have It agaln next year.
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MICHIOAN HIGH SCHOOL
BTATE GYMNASTICS CHAMPIONSHIPE

Toam Resutts: 1. Frooland 130.25; 2. Hotand
130,00, 2. Trevine City 137.00, 4. Euv xm
wood 136.50; 5. Troy 134,65; 8. Ann Avt
oot 131,30; 7. Parma Jackson County Wulcm
130.60; 8. Doarborn 124.95.

AR-Around: 1. Barle Muzbeck (Walod Loxs
w.o!ml :\JD! 2. LoAt Stanick (Freeland),

11. Jackla Kieln (G.R. Kenowa Hat), 34 60; 12,
dackion

t
5 18. Michole Lautnor (Traverse cy).
3370; 19, Katie Do (Secroim), 3360, 20
Amy Furda {Ann Atbor Poneer) , 32,

FRIDAY RESULTS

Vault: 1. Jamie Nieman (Frostand) . 1165 2.
Lod Sianks {Freotand), 95; 3. Suie F:
(Mdtand), 6.4: 4. Ta Scala (Travoro atyl
9355 Bumu Muzbeck (W.L. Westoral, 99, 6.
Suzanne Enciso (Troy). 8.25: 7. Jeal Hescont
(Hotand) . 9.2; B. Gerl Cawihva {Holiand) , 9.05;
9 Karen Hows (Traverse City), 80; 10. Kathy
MNeary (G.R. Wost Cathoic) and Andraa Veuriak
(Holang), 895 12. Jacke Kk (Kooawa
H3s). 8 8; 13, Mchole Sena {Troy} snd Lisa Ro-
tonco (Rochester}, 8.8; 15. M3 Garmson (Easl
Kentwood) . 8 7.

Barw: 1, Barro Muzbeck (WL Weatem), 9.7;

2. Jamie Homan (Frosnd), 9.8; 3. Lod Stankck
Frosand) 95, 4. Bonese
Kentwood}, 8.35; 5. Jeckie Kiein (Kenowa

His), 9.3; 6. Ta Scaia {Traverse Chty), sz7
Amy Furda (Pionce} . 9. 1; 8. Ger Cawthra

sand), D.0; 9. Kathy Noary (Wesl Eamolc) i
Katen Mows (Traverse City), 8.95: 11. Lane

sackson County Western) 80 Diane
Longhom (Freelard),

Beam: 1. Bonnie (Easi Kent
wo0d}, 9.45; 2. Barria Murbech (W.L. Woston),
2.4; 3. Loxi Stanick (Freetand], £.25; 4. Michole
Schimigt (Mesell), 0.7; 5. Katon Howe (Trav-

(Wost Cathowc) and

son County Wostorn} and I Thompeon
mxnnmj 835,

: 1. Ba luzbock (W.L. wmm)A
965, 2. Lo ..lmcx (thnd) 9.35; 3

Mocoll (Hotand), 930; 4. tana Ho«nnxz
iLatheup). 925 5. Bonva Boaggano (East
Kentwood}, 8.15: 6. Kathy Neary (Wﬂl Catho-
Ic), 9.05. 7. Jamie Hieman (Freeland) and Ta
Scala (Tumncuy) 9.0. 9. Lisa Rotondo (Ro-
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Moshimer’s legend g

By Chris McCosky
staf! writor

1S VOICE s gruff and will
amplify at the slightest irri-
tation. He has a mean, in-
timldating lock about blm,
espectally during football season. He
stalks the sldelines durlng a game like
an tmpatient father, barking a steady
stream of Instructlons to both hls play-
ers on the field and coaches in the press
box. He's been known to rip his head-
phones off his head and toss them dis-
gustedly to the ground, He has given
some of the most {righteningly unprint-
able on-fleld lectures ever heard,

Torn Moshimer Is every bit the bard-
nosed, tyrannical football coach his im-
age suggests. He not only camns the re-
spect from his players and coaches,
dammit, he commands it.

But there's another slde to the ultra-
successful Plymouth Salem football
coach. Behind the crusty exterlor ks a
deep-scated passion. Moshimer won'l
often show this side, but it's what
separates him from the million other
hard-nosed, tyrannical football
coaches.

Moshlmer's passion can be seen only
In glimpses. You can sometimes catch
a hint of It through his cyes when he
remlnisces about some of the young
men he's coached.

“YOU KNOW, It's tough when you
start mentlonlng names because you're
always bound to leave somebody out.
But I've worked with some great kids,”
Moshimer sald. It's at this polnl his
eyes take on a more glassy 100!

*Players ke Rlch Hewleu bouz Dil-
lons {Tim and Paul), Doug and Scott
Agnew, Ron Egloff, Steve Robb, Jeff
Horton, Bob Thornbladb, Clayton,
Charlle Wolff, Greg LaMirand, Jimmy
Anderson, Stan Snider, Bob Dasher,

TOM MOSHIMER
Caroor at s glance

Couching ysars: 26.
feams: Mchgan Slnv'UnM.'luty (gred assasle
ant. 1960-1963), Dundos (1963
1966), Pymouth High .mu vammn Salern
l|967~o'ml\
Rocord: 143-77-6, six leagua champonthps
and & state Championship.
aiser NgIGHIL: Vinnog 35 consecutie
Over & fourysar 11101ch a1 Dundoe.
® 1974 1110 chay . 90 tecord, ceteal
. impiotsp, 7-2 record, of-
lensive and delentive koo avoraged sl 167

pounds,

#1977, 9-0losgue championship.

® 1983, 8-1 588300 with & feam expected 10
frush near bassment

@ 1985, induciod Into he Mchgan Stalg High
School Footbal Coaches Associalion Hal of
Fame in Ann Atbor.

Doug Ward, Dan Ross, Doug Tripp, and
of course this last group, Scott Jurek,
Mare Tindall, Cralg Morion. . .

“You know, apy success we may
have had is in seeing these kids develop
throughout life, To sce these kids go on
and do well — and I'm not just talking
about foothall — to sce them go on and
suceced in anything they do in life is
what this Is all about,” he sald.

Tom Moshimer has won 143 football
games, six lcague champlonships and a
state champlonship In his 26 years of
coachlng, His football programs, flrst
Plymouth High School then Plymouth
Salem, are among the most respected
In the state of Michigan.

ON MONDAY, Moshimer will reap
perhaps the highest tribute bestowed
upon high schoal coaches in this state,
He. along with 29 athers, will be Induct-
«od into the Michigan High School Foot-
ball Coaches Association Hall of Fame
in Ann Arbor.

“This is really a great honor,”

)
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CHICAGO

Moshimer sald. “I know this ls very
cllche, but It's a great honor because it
comes [rom ali the people you compete
with and against — you're being hon-
ored by your peers,” he sald.

The honor also serves as a morale
boost to the veteran coach, Last season
was perbaps the toughest of his career.

The Plymouth-Canton school district
administration had taken away sev-
enth-, eighth- and ninth-grade football
programs (the ninth-grade program
was relnstated last year). Moshimer
came (o apring camp wlth just $0-some
foatball players, most of whom were
playing organized ball for the flrst
time. As a result, Salem suffercd
through a 3-8 season, only the third los-
Ing season of Moshimer’s carcer and
bis worst since 1967.

“You know what depresses me the
most about the current situation here,”
Moshimer sald, "Either because of ran-
dom selection or the loss of the middle
school athletic program, or both, we're
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losing a large number of good athletes
to private schools. Not only are these
good athletes, but these are the kids
who become the Jeaders In our pro-
gram. And that, more than anything,
bathers me.”

BECAUSE OF those concerns,
Moshlmer almost retired before last
scason. But the combined efforts of
athletic director John Sandmann and
his assistant Paul Cummings persuad-
ed Moshimer to stick around.

“When I started in coaching, I set
two goals for myscl!,” sald Moshimer,
*“I wanied to coach for 25 years, and [
wanted to produce a solid Class A pro-
gram. I think I have accompllshed that,

“I don't really know where I'tl go
from here. I'm on a year-lo-year basts
at Salem. I know this, I would hate to
go out with 3-8 teams after all the
great years we've had here, I don't
want to go out with anythlng that
would tarnlsh what we've accom-
plished.”

What Moshimer has accomplished at
Salem 1is near legendary: the great
players, the wishbone offense, the
championships. It isn't Lkely that any
number of losing scasons could tarnlsh
Moshimer’s legend,

Still, 1t would be rather storybook for
Moshimer to retire after an undefeated
state champlonshlp season.

Here'stolt.
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We'll Help.
Will You?

0 s ot e
Prpioaciney

NEW YORK

3 SQ.YD.

RANDY BORST/stalt piatographer

Bertle as domi d the stato Class A gym-
nasiics meet last Saturday at Troy High 8chool. The Watled Lake
Western ssnior won three individual events and all-around hon.
ors.
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