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Deep roots

:C.ounty helps minorities
maintain ethnic identities

By Kathy Patrieh
otaff writor

Growing up black in a white nelgh-
borhood can mean I your roots,

To help avold that, Oakiand County
ia putting together & book of activitics
{0 help raclally isolated kids keep in
touch with their Identities.

Black identity actlvities and historic

county's Office of Community and Ml-
nority Affairs,

“There has been & lot of progress for
minorities in Oakland County as well
as the reat of the country,” said diree-
tor Joan Newby.

“But 1t hasn't been without a price,
Now housing is available to anyone, but
often it mezns Lsolation.”

WORKING FOR Oakland County
Exceutive Danlel Murphy, the director
ly and minority affairs
bandles a wide variety of projects.

Newby focuses on concerns of the
county's {-percent minority population
largely blacks, Hispanies and Arabs —
as well as on women's Issues,

Her efforts range from festivals dis-
playing ethnlc art work and music to
Black College Night, Student Govern-
ment Day and even working on minori-
ty entrepencurship, One completed
project Is a book on presidential atl.
tudes toward race.

“We do still have in thia coontry a
sltuatlon where all things are not
equal,” sald the Pontiac resldent.

‘There has been a lot of progress for
minorities in Oakland County as well as
the rest of the country. But it hasn’t
been without a price. Now housing is
available to anyone, but often it means

isolation.’
- — Joan Newby, Oakiand
minority atfalrs director
“Even when the economy Is stable, Negroes in my plays.”

there is a specinl need as long as we “That's when I determined to do any-
have raclsm and sexism. Some govern- thing and everything I could,” sald
ment offlclals feel they have to respond  Newby.
toit.”

ANOTHER encoursging college di-
BATTLING RACISM has been a life-  rector helped the talented 80prano earmn
long commitment for Newby, Who a Kansas State Unlversity muslc schol-
grew up I the small stee] town of At. arship. .
chison, Kansas. Her appearance as lead In the musi-
While her hometown was blraclal, ca) “Archy and Mehitabel” packed the
blacks lived In thelr own nelghbor- house for every performance, It was
boods. Instcad of attending nearby  the first time the school had ever had
schools, they traveled to a central seg- an integrated cast.
regated one. After earning a bachelor's degree in
Atchison Hlgh School was Integrated, music cducatlon, Newby gave up plans
but membera of the small minority g become a performer, Instead, she
were discouraged from taking part In opted to teach vocal musie In Wichita,
student activities. Only because of a “It was a mors secure job, and I
supportive cholr director was Newby wasn't prepared to deal with the racial
able to solo In the school chorus. pressures,” explained Newby, The sole
After she unsuccessiully tried out for  black choir member recalled sltting on
school plays, an Engllsh teacher told the school bus with one student while
the would-be actress, “I do not have everyono else went into a roadside res-
taurant to eat.

Batlling racism has been a lifelong
commitment for Newby, who grew upin
the small steel town of A tchison, Kan,
While her hometown was biracial,
blacks lived in their own
neighborhoods. Instead of atlending
nearby schools, they traveled to a
ceniral segregated one.

“That's the devastating thing about
blgotry -~ how it alfects the lives of
those growing up.”

WHEN HER busband Robett got a
Job teaching classroom musle In Ponti-
ac Schools, Newby came to Oakland
County 20 years ago. She landed a
teaching position witk Highland Park
Schools.

But when Robert was named region-
al director for the Michigan Clvil
Rights Commlssion in Battle Creek, she
taught English to youth'employed by
the Job Corps and developed a Head
Start Center,
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At Stanford University while her
busband finished his doctorate in soci-
ology, Newby taught at a junlor college
and studied for a manter’s degree {n ed-
ucation and media studles,

“I was golng 1o take the advertising
warlld by storm"” she cxplained with a
amile. ‘

AFTER RETURNING to tho Detrolt
area, the mother of two worked In
clolms with Michigan Employment
Securilles Commission,

Through the Natfonal Assoclation for
the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP), she learned about the Ogk-
land County execullve's new office
geared to minorities and women,

1t was an exciting opportunity which
she stlll secs as a dally challenge,

“Uslng ideas I saw in both the pri-
vate and publle sectors, 1 was able to
mold the job myself” sald Newby,
whose guidellnes from Murphy were “I
have a lot of faith In you,”

“I'd never done that job before, but 1

Discussions about the sixe of Michl-
gan’s budget surplus are based on
“very early and still risky revenue pro-
fections,” ~ Wayne State Unlversity
Prezident David Adamany sald,

Thus, it 13 still too early to decide in
favor of a decrease in state income
taxes, Adamany told the Michigan
Chapter of American Association of
Unlversity Women,

“During the past two years, Michl-
gan hes made long strides toward res-
toring its system of higher education,”
Adamany sald, “But it sti)] has a long

. government to roll back

knew the kinds of things that nee.ded to
be done.”

WORRING WITH a small budget of
only a couple thousand dollars, Newby
tries to allocate the funds for projects
that ]wlll serve the greatest numbers of
peaple.

Concerned about becoming “Just a
publlc relations” person for the county
executive, sho bas' made it a polnt to
;lfud out what's guing on {n the commu-

ty.

"I want to know what's going on —
really participate,” sald Newby, “And 1
felt I bad to be moro of an advoeate for
peoples’ needs,”

Named by a Pontiac block club to
the Pontlac Economlc Development
Corporation, she now chalrs the group
commltted to revitalizing the clty.

Jose Santlago, director of the Ponti-
ac Growth Group of which EDC Ls part,
s2ld she has done an excellent job of

way {0 go, Under thesa clrcumatances,
it would be premature for the state

Income tax
Tates unlil we have a better assessment
c§ the size of the state's revenue sur.
plus® .

IN THE LAST two years, be sald,
Gov. James Blanchard and tho Legisla-

Joan Newby, Oakland County director of com
munity and minority atfairs; and Joss Santlago;
who directs the Pontlac Growth Group,

BAVID FRANK/staft

dlrecting policy, . o
“Under her direction, we have in es-

sence become a development ugeuc?.

She has really expanded EDC's scope.t!

She also worked bard to set up Ha-
ven, the area’s flrst domestlc violende
shelter, H

“All I knew was there was a need
that crossed over oconomlc and raclal
lines,” Newby explalned, co

HER FUTURE plans Include replac-
ing the Hispanic staffer who did trans-
lation out of the Office of Comymunity
and Minority Affairs. The previous
translator left and was not replaced.

As well as improving the programs
she now offers, Newby would also like
to expand services,

“1 think In comemunity relations we
can go into any problem area, whether
minority or not,” sald Newby, “We've
done well with the minority efforts and
can now broaden out our offerings.”

‘Tax cut premature — Adamany

He argued that the current debate rag-
Ing in Lanaing over the Income tax roll-
back could atfect higher education’s fu-

80t debato over tax ml&’-'gk
3 ot ering estimaf
theHonae 100 Semate Tocs Besei
about the slzs of the probabla budget
surplus, Adomany sald,
Senate Repub

ture bave added $70 million above the
inflation rate In new for
higher educatlon.

“Our altuation is graduslly improv-
Ing,” sald Adamany, who was once
commissioner of revenue In Wisconsin.

.

w pu want to roll back
¢ personal income rate to 4.8 percent
this year, Blanchard wants to adhere to
the schedule of rolling It back on Oct. 1,
1988,
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