New state office works for businesswomen

By Kathy Parrlah
staff writor

Michigan main streets are lined with
businesses owned by women,

Despite more than $1 biilion In as-
scty, those 80,000 females are often on
the sldellnes when it comes to getting
bank loans and moving up in the Cham-
ber of Commerce.

But through local training and loan
programs, the state’s Ofilee of Women
Busincss Owners hopes to change that.

“There's a gender blas about a wom-
an's abllity to run o business,” ex-
plalned Barbara Gentry, who directs
the Commerce Department divislon.

“We're looked at as hobbylsts, They |
don't take us serlously.”

AS PART OF the Blanchard Admin-
istration's emphazis vn small business-
cs, the Offlce of Women Bualness Own-
ers was sct up In 1983,

Only the secand offlce of its kind In
the natlon, the Commerce Department
dlvision focuses on the more than one-
thlrd of state companies owned by fe-
males.

It also helps women start and run
thelr own cnterprises — something
they're doing at a rate five limes great-
er than men.

“Women have more choices loday —
and they're choosing to own their own
businesses,” said Gentry, the owner of
both a commercial real estate acqulsi-
tion and manufacturlng firm.

TIE BIG CRALLENGE is turning
those women buslness owners into suc-
cessful entreprencurs, That means get-
ting them access to flpancing, re-
sources, tralnlng and the vislbility
male buslness owners have.

“They need to realize what a vital
force they are In Michlgan,” sald Gen-
try, during the workshop last weekend
on “Women: the Emerglng Entre-
peneurs” In the Plymouth Hliton,

“If we're dolng anything, it's creat-
ing this Incredible network of women
coming together community by com-
munity."

Part of the problem for women busi-
ness owners is that they tend to go Into
service-related or retail businesses
without tanglble assets banks will loan
agalnst. Gentry's 3,000 calls last year
included Inquirles from a court report-
cr, potter, soy bean grower, and
creater of clothes for “premle” (pre-
maturc) bables.

Many of those businesses also are un-
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derated beeause they are home based
and fall under a hall million dollars in
gross sales.

“THEY ARE classic small buslness-
es,” sald Gentry, who started out in
buslnesy buying and Ing houscs

tralns them in areas llke risk taking.
“We're not taught to take risks. We

think about everything - husbands, chil-

dren, the kitchen sink - before making a
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mave,” sald Gentry.

THE 'L'HI;!D PART sets of Womens

orp
to work on busincss development and
financlng. Women who cannot get trad-
itlona) loans would be able to borrow at
low rates from the local WEDCO,
While the programs will be offcred

meetlng other women business owners,
the Brighton resident has met a Jot of
very impressive females.

“This would not be suecessful at all
if they didn't take the initiative, They
take responsibllity for thls and move
mountains.”

Gentry admits {t does make her mad

to sec women excluded from rightful
leadershlp roles in communities.

“It'a absolutely ludlcrous to me that
an office has to be created for women
business owners,” she explained.

“The purpose of my office is o not
need my offfce.”

A NEW

statewlde, they wlli only be
In communities where there is a great
interest. They are belng planned for
Grand Rapids, Lansing, Muskegon,
Traverse Clty, and the tri-cities of Mid-
land, Bay City &.nd Saglnaw.

Gentry belleves firmly that her goals
cannot be addressed from Lansing, but
must be tackled in the communitles.
She works with local buslness women
to sct up the programs, but relles on
them to be the “go fers.”

“Tn try to do this at the state lovel
would be Judlerous,” said Gentry. I
want the communitles to be responsible
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for their women. As we create change
locally, other communities will become
aware and it will spread.”

WHILE TRAVELING the atate

with a fricnd,

“Hlsterically, women have been cre-
atlve in what they bave done. But they
have soft assets and Intellectual assets
whlch are not bankable.”

“Women need money, financing and
more money,” stressed Gentry, whose
calls are three fourths about financlng.

“If they have money, they can man-
age.”

Aiming at getting government loans
for her callers, she soon found hersell
Irustrated because they didn't fit into
state or federal guidelines, Only three
qualifled — and that was because they
are involved in manufacturing instead
of serviee or retall.

LOOKING INTO other optlons, she
combed (he country for programs
which would accomplish her offlcc’s
goal of asslsting emerging and existing
bus!nesses.

‘The result Is a three-part program
pulled together from three existing in
other states. Michigan entered Into con-
tracts to duplicatc the programs
around the state,

Already underway in Flint, the HUB
Program for Women's Enterprise sur-
veys community needs. The NET/Pro
Entrepreneurial Tralnlng  Program
assesses buslness owners' skills and

Family counseling
workshops beginning

Oakland Circuit Court will hold a se-
ries of family counsellng workshops be-
ginnlng at 7 this evening and contlnu-
Ing Monday evenings through April 26,
‘They are held in First Unlted Methodlst
Church, 1589 W. Maple, Birmingham.

The two-hour sesslons are open to the
public and free. The schedule:

® Tonlght “Divorce and the
Law,” attorney Henry Gornbeln.

® April 8 — “How Did I Get into
This Mess In the First Place?” with Dr.

Sandra Lyness, llcensed psychulogist
and marrlage counselor.

® April 15 — “Flnanclal Aspects of
Dlvorce,” attorncy Edward Geld.

@ April 22 — “How Divorce and
Custody Affect Children,” Dr. Allene
Doctoroff, Psychological Services of
Bloomfleld,

® April 29 — “Soctal and Emotlonal
Adjustment to Divorce,” Dr. Michacl
Willctt, psychiologist with experlence in
dealing with troubled childcen.

Kelly helps 5 agencies

Kclly Services, the Troy-based inter-
national temporary help flrm, an-
nounced it has selected flve area non-
profit organlzations to recelve a total
of 100 hours of free temporary help.

Reciplents  are  Lighthouse, Troy
Girls and Boys Club, Boys Republic,

Chlldren’s Leukemia Foundation of
Michigan and the American Cancer So-
ciety.

Reclpients may use any category of
help they need, according to Barry
Marshall, field vice president for the
Detroit region.

HEVERLY HILLS, CA — An excit-
ing new “ali natural”™ weight-loss
*Super” Pill developed by the JMA
{Japanese Medical Association) has just
been approved fos distribution in the
United States. Reportedly, it can guar-
antee that you will lose more than a
pound a day without dicting. from the
wvery first day unlil you reach your ideak
weight and figute. News of this “Super
Pill" is literally swoeping the countey. It's
called Amitol and there has never been
anything quite like it before.

“Flushes Calories Right Out
Of Your Body™

What makes Amitol so Wrlling and
unique is its reported ability to ush calo-
rics right out of your body. Amitol is
completely safe, it comains no drugs
whalsoever, Its ingredients are denived
solely from the Konjac root which grows
primarily in Northem Japan.

Why the Konjac 1oot? It has been
used in Japan for over 1600 years 10
produce rapid and natural weight-loss!

Japanese studics verify that Konjue
1ot sciually prevents [at producing cal-
ories from being atcorbed into your sys-
1em. They say it does this by surounding
wmuch of the fats, proteins and carbohy-
drates you have caten with a protective
viscous costing which is then gently
flushed out of your system. And accoed-
ing to Japanese rescarch this produces
sbeolutcly amazing results. .

And who can disagree! Amilol (al-
though brand new to this country) s

New Japanese ‘Super Pill’
Insures Rapid Weight-Loss

No Dieting — Eat All You Want,
Pill Does All The Work *

alscady being called by many people,
“the most exciling weight-loss break-
through of the centusy.” In fact, every-
whese there ase reposts of casy and fast
weightloss from formerly overweight
people (in )l walks of life) who are now
slim, teim, and stiractive again.
Company Offers
Extraordinary Guaranice

You now can purchase Amitol direct
from the North American distributor,
and il comes with an extraordinary
guarantec.

1f you place yaur order nuw and then
follow the simple instructions for a
period of 30 days, you must be com-
pletcly satisfied with the dramatic visible
sesulls or just retum the empty container
and Dyna Labs will immediately send
hack your entire purchase price. This
guarantce applics regardless of your age
of cunent weight level. What could be
better than thal! Its just that simple. If
you've tried to lose weight befose and
failed you no longer have an cxcuse.
Amitol is available, it's casy and it works
without dicting! .

$19.95—30 day supply, or $35.95 -~
60 day supply. Ordet immediately by
sending a check or money order to
DYNA LABS, 270 No. Canon Dr, Ste.
1255 (Dept. U-21) Beveely Hills, CA, -
90210. (Enclose your return address).
Credit card holders can order by simply
dialing 1oll free: (1-800-367-2400) 24
hrsaday, 7daysa week. Elther way your
order will be prompily sent. Pleasc dont
wait, You really do deserve to be thin,

SPRING ODDS & ENDS SALE!

OAK & ASH FURNITURE

SAVINGS OF 10% -

The YANKEE CARPENTER

Coffee Tables
End Tables
Sofa Tables
Mis-Match Chairs

15% - 20‘?.’
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Far the woman of generous proportions...the Edith Lances bra, giving
just the right amount of control and shape for a totally elegant look.
Shown, the point desprit lace with satin straps with plush undenvire,
in champagne nylon/spandex for sizes 32 to 42 C,D,DD; '45. Other
styles availabie in DDD. In Intimate Apparel Colfections.

Please come in for consulation and fittings.
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Our sale means you pay a whopping 1/3 less than
you'd have paid last week for the same stunning
assortments, Find superb cholces in Designer,
Better and Collection Spurtswear, In Miss Bonwit,
in Au Courant and S'Fari,
Collection, Miss Bonwit and Diversions. Great finds
in Handbags, in Jewelry, in Intimate Apparel, in
Children’s, in Men's and in The Shoe Salon

More Savings: Seml-annual Bontell Hostery sale
Kasper 3-piece sults, a selectlon, 25% off
fvory Jewelry

orlginal
prices

F

in dress departments like

sale: 25% off
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