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Power ba
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SlJlI'\UI S energized

by punishing hitters

By Chris McCosky
. staff wrlter

EE CAGLE broke from the huddle
with bis chin up. His Livonla
Stevenson volleyball team, for
the second straight season,

had Its bld for a state champlonatlp de-
ralled by Flint Kearsley, It was a
depressing moment for the Spartan
players, The tears were unstoppable.
Cagle dldn't ery. He consoled his play-
ers, one by onc, then walked over to a
reporier.

1985 ALL-AREA
VOLLEYBALL SQUAD
FIRST TEAM

Livonla Stovenson|
. Livonla Stovenson

Motk Bockor . . . . . . .Redlord Unlon
Loo Caglo {coach) . . Livonla Stovenson
SECOND TEAM

HONORABLE MENTION: Rodtord Union:
:I;UCM' Thurston: |

Jacki Wognlak, Chis Paciord;
Livonia Stevensor:. Sherrie Sudak, Choryt B
Kristie Balloy; Livonia Beat-|

“We had a grent season,” There was
a flerceness (n his voice and he looked
the reporter square In the eyes when he
said it Livonia Stevenson was a class
team, a quality team, and Cagle was
not about to allow a state semifinal loss
detract from a season of achfevement.

The accomplishments of Cagle's vol-
Ieyball team go beyond a single season.
In the Jast two seasans, Stevenson has
compiled an 82-8 record and was
among the state’s flna} four both years.

In hls seven years at Stevenson,
Cogle has compiled a 169-36 record,
won seven league titles and three dis-
trlet tittes,

Is It any wonder, then, that Lee
Cagle has becn named the Observer-
land coach of the year for the second
stralght season?

He's at the head of a powerful All-
Area Volleyball Team that includes
three of his Stevenson players.

Powerful? Listen to thls: Lisa Boko-
voy, 605 good hits with 834 kills; Joan
Frysinger (a sctter), 200 good hits with
97 kills; Pam Griffln, 255 splkes with
152 kllis; Debble McDopald, 80 percent
effect on all splkes; Carolyn Smith, 389
klits alone; Maric Becker, 90 percent
effective on all splkes with 59 kills —
the llst goes on.

The 1985 Observerland All-Area Vol-
leyball Team is indced packed with
power. It also possesses two of the fin-
est setters In the tri-county area, if not
in the state, and some solid back row
talent. Let's meet the players:

LISA BOKOVOY, LIVONIA STE-
VENSON: “She 1s the most talented all
around athlete I've ever coached.”
That's high praise comlng from Cagle
and the 6-0 scnior 13 certainly deserv-
ing. The state's volleyball coaches asso-
clation put Bokovoy on thelr Dream
Team for 1985. Aslde from her much-
pubtlclzed hitting prowess, she made
228 blocks with 110 of them kitls and
she served with an 84 percent efficlen-
cy with 55 aces. She is also a solid back
row pecformer. Her talents, in both
volleyball and softball, made her one of
the most sought-after athletes In the
area by college recruiters. Bokovoy, &
8.85 student, will attend the University
of Kentucky on a full-ride volleyball
scholarship.

JOAN FRYSINGER, LIVONIA STE-
VENSON: Last year, this 6-footer was
used exclusively as a front-row hitter.
Fryslnger worked hard over the sum-
mer and became a dominating all-
around player this season. As Steven-
son's No. 1 setter, she made 668 perfect
sots (72 percent efficlent). She was also
an cffective server and {ront row play-
er. She will attend Nortbwood Institute
next year on basketball and volleyball
scholarships.

PAM GRIFFIN, LIVONIA STEVEN-
SON: Bokovoy and Frysinger got most

Powaer volleyball is back In Observerland. 'I’h? 1885 All-Aroa team i
(bottom from left to sight) Pam Gritfin (Stevonson), Debbie

McDonald ( ) and Lisa

of the attention for the Spartans this
scason, but according to Cagle, Griffin
might have been the most skilled vol-
leyball player on his team. She nailed
92 percent of her hits with 152 kills, she
made 202 blocks with 80 kills, she
served at a 98 percent efflclency with
31 aces and her service reception per-
centage was 8% percent, She carrles an
equally impressive 3.85 grade point av-
erage and will attend the University of
Michigan next year.

CAROLYN SMITH, LIVONIA
FRANKLIN: She stands 5-5, small for
volleyball. But, there were few players
who were more dominating at the net
than Carolyn Smith. She i3 also one of
the area’s best defenslve players. She
potched 389 kills thls season, in addl-
tlon !e 85 serve aces aod 248 digs. She

a

League and All-Area plek. A tribute to
her talent is that opposing coaches of-
ten made special adjustments to thelr

(st {Top, lett to
defenses to try and slow Smith down.

PATTI KOZICKI, NORTH FARM.
INGTON: If Lee Cagle wanted to select
a captain for this All-Area team he
wauld have £o look no {urther than this
sentor, Pattl Kozicki plays volleyball
with intelligence and court savvy far
beyond her age. She owns many North
Farmington records, including 118 ea-
reer ace serves, 4,025 effectiva sets, a
9B.1 percent sctting efficlency and 387
successful tips, She Is a crafty setter,
often keeping the defense off-balance
with ber varled passes. In the three
years she has been North's No. 1 selter,
the Raiders have complled a 72-24
record. She will play volleyball at
Schooleraft Communlty College next
year.

DEBBIE McDONALD, BISHOP
BORGESS: One of only two junlors on
this squad, the 6-footer is a punishing

hitter. She also pleys a smooth back
row game, & rarity for one her size, She
was 90 percent effective at the net, 80
percent elfeclve serving and 62 per-
cent effective blockleg. Like every one
of these All-Area players, McDonald
has the abliity to assume control of a
mateh regardless of where she happens
to be In the rotation.

MARIE CERVANTES, BISHOP
BORGESS: Opponents of Bishop Bor.
gess had a difficult time on defense
largely hecause of this talented senlor.
The deslre would be to double-team
McDonald at the net, but that would
{ree up Cervantes — an equally potent
spiker, Cervantes, & three-year stand-

“out for the Spartans, was 81 percent ef-

fective hitting and 96 percent effective
serving. She also plays well in the back
row, passing 88 percent effective.

MARIE BECKER, REDFORD UN-

Prep sports in controversy
MSHAA to decide fate of grid playoffs, club gymnasts

By Chrla McCosky
staff writer

. Two critical and controverslal lssucs

regarding high school athletics will be
on the table May 5-8 when the Michi-
gan High School Athletic Association'’s
Representative Councll gathers for its
annual mecting In Cadillac,

" The counci], the MHSAA’s rule-mak-
ing body, will decide whether to expand
the current 8-game per class (32 teams
In all) football playoff system.

Also, the councll will decide on
whether to impose a rule forbiddlng
high school gymnasts Lo compete out-
side thelr high achool schedulo during
the three-month season. This ruling
would bave a profound effect on United
States Gymnastic Federation (USGF)
club gymnasta.

‘The foolball playell lssue bas been

source of controversy since the Incep-

tion of the state playoffs in 1975, Last
year, the Representative Councl] voted
down a proposal {0 expand tha playofls
to 32 teams per earoilment class, or
128 teams total.

.~ THIS YEAR'S proposal will most
likely be for a 16-team per class for-
mator 84 teamsinall. .

The MHSAA surveyed its 713 mem-

.+ ber high schools on this issue between

Feb. 15 and March 15 — 580 returned
the survey with 570 of those schoola of-
fering football.

Nearly 69 percent (88.8) of the 570
schools indicated they were In favor of
expanding the playolfs to 16 teams per
¢lacs, Another 27.7 percent tranted to
keep the present system and $.5 per-
cent were In favor of eliminating all
post-season playo!f games.

The schools were also asked how
they would go about scheduling the
playoff games if tho format was ex-
panded. Nearly 25 percent (24.8)
thought it best to use the ninth date on
the schedule as the first playoff date,
leaving those tcams not making the
playoffs to schedule the flnal date on

thelr own.

Another 23.6 percent thought It best
to begin the season one week earller,

“The Representative Council has
been asked to make a cholce 25 to ex-
panding the football playoff system,”
sald MHSAA assistant director Warren
McKende. *They weren't about to
make that decision without knowing
how the high schools felt. That was tha
reason for the survey.”

BUT, McKENZIE added, the survey
results are a bit cloudy.

“There aro real mixed feelings about
this ™ McKenrle sald, “The survey was

suppased to be [illed out by the princl.
pals, We're hearing that many of the
principals handed the survey over to
the football coaches and let them fill it
out. Many superintendents, we under-
stand, are upset with thelr principals
for voting to exnand the nlaveffs”

1'l‘hdx gymnastics lssue Is no less com-
plex.

Tha MHSAA's gymnastics commit-
tee, comprised of state gymnastics
coaches, han asked the Representative
Couxcll to consider a rullng that would
prohibit gymnasta from competing out-
side the high school schedule during the
threc-month prep season (which runs
from January through March).

Rita Klonell, gymnastics coach at
Adrian High School and the president
of the Michigan High Sciiool Gymnas-
tics Coaches Association, will be-
{;m the council during the May meet-

8.

“This all started about 10 years ago
with ski teams,” Kinnell sald, *The ski-
ers asked the state’s permisaion to ski
outside of the regular season because
of a lack of snow and other things, The
stata granted permission and thought it
{air to grant the same option to all ndi-
vidual sports, like
and gymnastics. It's becn with us
since.” «

BUT KINNELY, and other coaches
{ecl itl'l time u:alﬁnlc% chnnzcdl,’ut
least {n gymnamastics, The contention
cs eummllleo.ll that

ties,

*Right now, high school coaches are
having a tough time getting the talent-
ed club gymnasts to practice, There la
extremo pressure to allow the more
talented gymnasts to practico ‘at the
club, and that's not falr to anyone,”
Kinnell said,

el

*“The concept of team i3 what high
school sports i8 all about,” she added.
“The talented siill need o
practice with the team to fcel apart of
it. Otherwise, it's just a farce.”

What wiil bappen, If the rule ia ln.
voked, Is that many club gymnasts will
have to decide between high achool and
USGF competition. Most of the ntate's
top high 3 ke Walled
Lako Western's Barrie Muzbeck, the
state’s all-around champlon, compete
at the club level, ‘

IF THIS rule Is put in, the Jevel of
will go down,”

high school £0
sald Kevin Watsoo, the head coach at
the Gymmastlcs. Center,

one of the area’s better USGF teams.
*All they will be dolng with this rule I
cutting their own throats, Fifty peccent
of the really good high school gymnasts
are {n clubs.” |

As far as not attending high school
practice, Watson sald only the very
best gymnasts (like Muzbeck) are asked
to practice exclusivaly at the club.

“With Barrle, we noed to work on

them attend thelr high school
1t's not a big problem,” Watsoy sald.

Watson also sald that the
rule would primarily sffect
lovel clpb gymnasts, the Cla
Class IL gymansts whose cldb
colncldd with the high school.
level orEllts Class club gyminasts,
M would pot be w‘ly atfect-

DAN DEAN/stalf photographer
right) Marie Becker (RU), Pattl Kozick! {North Farmington), Marie
Cesvantes (Borgess), Joan Frysinger (Stovenson) and Carolyn
Smith (Franklin).

10N; When they talk of playing with In-
tensity, they should use this junior as &
model. A paturally-gifted athlete,
Becker was 90 percent effective ar bet-
ter In every phase of the game, hitting,
serving, passing and recelving. y
area coaches feel that RU could be on
the verge of most succesaful volieyball
season next year with Becker as the ca-
talyst.

SUE CYRUS, GARDEN CITY: Gar-
den City was the No. 2-ranked team [n
Observerland this year and won the
Northwest Suburban League title. The
secret of the Cougars' success was two-
fold: They had a special blend of taleat
and hustle instilled by coach Tom
Teeters, and they bad this mualtl-talent-
ed senlor, Cyrus provided the leader-
ship, the bonding element, for the
Cougars, She is a tenaclous hitter in the
front court and a quick, deft-handed
digger in the back row. :

- Both were
Northwest

OU student;
is missing -

The fate of two Oakland Univeralty
students, one a member of the Plo-
neer wrestling squad, still s uncer
taln following what police belleve to
be a drowning accident on the shores
g Lake Michigan near Michigan City,

d. .
Gary Nanlen, from Jackson, and
Daniel Meloy, from Michigan City,
both 19-year-old sophomores, have
been missing sinca Feb. 26,
According to Michigan City police,
the palr drove Meloy's car to a navi-
gational pler sometime betwoen 6:30
p.m. Feb, zsnlnd 7 a.m. Feb, 37, Lake
hi s a tr dously
troscherous ice pack at that tme of
year, pollce sald. H

to see X
of lee out there welghing 40 to 100
loni 1t’s like the Arctic Ocean, pollce!
al . :
' MELOY'S CAR was
parked pear the pler the moraing of|
Feb. 27, There was no evidence of &
struggle or foul play, polico sald.
Several searches by teams

o

pler. -
anian wrestled the last two dudl
meets for OU in the 134-pound welght

i high
dering jolning
" graduates of Jackson|’

—




