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But former employees are willing to
talk about how they pereelve condi-
tions at the two library branches,

y
Qbserver into the resignatlon of seven
professlional  Farmington lbrary
staffers reveals discontcnt within the
gystem and growing concern among li-
brary patrons and publlc officlals,

The resignatlon of librarian Jill
Locke, a former Farmington Commu-
nity Library staff member, brought the
controversy to publle after a

Seven p El
have resigned from the library slnce
last November, said Denlse Albrecht, a
former Farmington branch children's
Hbrarian and a resident of Farmlngton

Those who have clther lelt or who
have turne include

Call 867-HELP

AL

Twenty -flve cents

‘I enjoyed working with Jill. 1 think she
was perhaps the best librarlan | have
known. I think it’s a shame she was
pushed out the way she was.’

- Linda Madden
librarian

leved In her over the years.”

Linda Madden was another of the
professional staft members who choeo
to resign. Madden worked as a chile
dren's librarian, flrst at the Farming-
ton Hills branch and then briefly at the
Farmington branch.

“After JHI left, I wag transferred to
the Farmington branch,” sald Madden,
who {inished work last Friday.

“I dld not omclnuy glve & reason for

Christine Abbal(. Linda Madden, Mary
Pl Barbara

number of patrons expressed concern.
Locke werked as branch head for the
Farmington Hilis library and as chil-
dren's coerdinator for both the Farm-
ington and Farmington Hills llbrary
branches. She had worked for 13 years
at the llbrary and resigned In Febru-

ary. .

“The library s not really at liberty
to discuss personnel matters,” sald
Gordon Lewlts, library dlrector, when
asked about Locke’s resignation. “It's
an internal persennel matter,

“It's Just not appropriate to discuss
personnel matters, It's just not an ap-
propriate situation.”

By Stave Barnaby
odltor

. Revitalization of Farmington's cen-
tral busincss district will be in the
hands of those who use it.

Merchants, consumers, residente and
the clty's historical tobby will be repre-
scnted on a special committee soon to
be appolnted, according to City Mana-
ger Robert Deadman,

Board members will work with clly
consultant Christopher Wzacoy In for-
mulating a recommendation for clty
council.

“We want people who will have the
energy to do the work. We don't need

ple who just want to lend their
name,” sald Deadman, in his report to
city councll on Monday.

The committec concept was born out
of a meeting last month betweea coun-
cil, planning ccmmhslnncn and the

Sylvl
Coroell, and Locke and Albrecht.

‘Altrecht turned in her reaignation in
December and finished work in Janu-
ary, primarily 0 she could be at home
with her young son.

“That was my primary reason, plus
the work atmosphere was not real com-
fortable,” she said.

ADMINISTRATIVE PRESSURES
made for difficultics at work.

“J laved belng with the patrans,

"A lot of people were not getting
along with the administration, and they
stllt aren't,” Albrecht sald, Staff mem-
bers were unhappy with the treatment
Locke recelved.

“What bappencd was they decided to
glve Jill a new posltion called Commu-
nity Services Coordinator. Thly was
nevcr cven in the chart

Albrecht, who hoa known Locke since
the carly 1970s, began worklng at the
library as a student asaistant while an

u at Central

ployees prior to D

“Hcr supervisory capacity was taken
away from her. I don't know if any of
the other staff even understand why
that position was created.”

Locke recelved bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees from Brigham Young
University. The Michigan Library As-
soclation chose her as the 1977 n:clpi-
ent of the Loleta D, Fyan Award for
her work. She also recelved an Alumnl
Distinguished Service Award from her
alma mater in 1961,

She carmed a bachelor's degree from
Central Michigan and a master’s de-
gree In library science from the Unl-
veralty of Michigan,

In 1978, Albrecht joined the stalfasa
librarian, the zame year she began the
‘master’s program in Ann Arbor,

“She added a lot to the programs in
children's services and she tralned a lot
of peaple,” Albrecht sald of her former
colleague, “She really offered a lot, and
she’s had a lot of people who've be-

Dressing up

that meeting Wmcny nm:scd the Lm-
portance of the downtown business dls-
trict keeping pace with retall trends ln
the area.

BUT ANY PLAN, he sald, only would
work if it had the endorscment of:the
various intercsts ko the community.

Developlng a mark:ung su'au:gy nnd
a merchant-assistance
the cornmmco‘s two mnu: gonls u!d
Deadm:

In develaplng a markeling strategy
the committee will look at:

@ Evaluation of current and antiel-
pated trends in Farmington.

# An apalysls of existing functions
nnd the eampe!.lunn,

An analysls of existing activity
mix and potential for change.
e Recommendation of the general-
1zed retall/service mix.

In outlining a program to assist local
merchants, the committee will exam-
ine;

Plensc turn to Pago 12

ifor Balley models her new Eseter bonnet.
Jennifer and her classmates at tho First Step
Day Care Center mado the bonnets Tuesday,

with [ust a littlo help trom their teachors. Please
saa story, Page 3A.

" she sald. Unhapplness
wmz the treatment Locke recelved was
a factor, however.

“[ dld not care to stay in the Mbrary
;::ﬁr.l_ongcr, after what had happened to

Madden plans to take a trip to Eu-
rope, and then Intends to begln working
at a part-time lbrary job at the Unl-
versity of Mlchigan in Ann Arbor,

Madden holds a bachelor’s degree in
art history and a master’s degree in H-
brary sclence from the University of
Mlchigan. She worked as o paraprofes-
slonal [n the unlversity’s library while
in graduate school and after camplet~
ing her master's degree.

Her time with thu Fumlngtou U

ons a& Igba’aa‘y @@m% LA § r@ﬁ"%

brary aystem wnm't without lts
rewards, Madden sa

“1 really enjoyed my work, and [ en-
joyed the staff,

“It's an coormously busy library. I
enjoyed it greatly, I en}oyed working
with Jill. [ think she was pe: ps(hu
best Ubrarlan I have known. She's'a
fine libracian, and 1 think it's 2 shame
she was pushed out the way she was.

“The administratlon gets more for
thelr money out of the staff than any-
where T've seen,” Madden sald. “The
stalf works very hard”

Madden dcclded to resign before
finding another job. Her husband, how-
ever, ia employed and her income 18 nof.

essential. The couple is cxpecting A
baby in October, but her preguancy
wes uut a factor in Madden's decision,

“I knew I would miss it, but lj\ut
felt I wanted to do somcthing eclse

Frankly, I just dido’t appreclate the
way the staff was treated. I loved
working with the children, but I do not
think the staff was treated properly at
al”

Ploase turn to Page 13

Teen pursues
fight against
drunk driving

By Jogniie Maliszewski
statf writer

Mike Blslorek knows it's golog to
take time to change students’ attitudes
about drinking and driving. But before
the Farmington High School sealor
graduates In June ho's hoping to Iay tho
foundation for change among his fellow
students.

For the past month or so, Bislorek
has been trying to organize a chapter
of SADD (Students Against Driving
Druck) at Farmington High.

And it hasn't been easy.
In Farmington

High School peer
pressure toward 1s really
high,” sald Bislorek. “This Is the ﬂnl
time opposition has been

Much of the “popular crowd is lann-
lng at it and blowing it off,” he added.

ut Blsiorek seems undaunted about

wmc student resistance to the forma-

- tlon of a SADD chapter,

About a week ago, about 300 Juniors
and scnlors attended the school's flrst

SADD assembly. m:&mk borrowed a
film abont SADD, in which loundechb
Annstas talks to students, from the
Oakland County Health Depmmcnt.
“We bad a half-way decent turnout
for thot,” Bistorek sald, adding he
hopes this week's mumhly for sopho-
mores and freshmen draws even more
students.
1t is with the wphomom and fresh:
men that Blslnmk hapes to lay tha

drl.nklnx and driving. The jun-
lan and sentors, be said, are a bit hard-
er to change because thelr attitudes are
pretty much establisked,

BISIOREK ACKNOWLEDGES he's
taken on a heavy task, but he Is-pot
alone La his attempt to form the SADD
chapter, Bealdes the belp and support
of school adminlstrators and school
counsclar Bob Lokobish, Blslorek al-
rendy has his officers for the chepter.

Pioasa turn ta Page 12

Student history buffs dominate competition

By Joanne Mallszewaki
ataff writer

Student history buffs in the Farming.
wn School District dld so well at a re-
t Eastern Michigan University his-
lnr;' that other p:

Approximately 300 atudents from 30

high schools throughout the state com-
peted in Ypsilanti. Farmington's stu-
dents this year captured nine of the
university’s 15 avatlable awands,

“e did exceptionally well this

. year,” sald Ray Voss, coordinator of

ing schools wanted the rules chnnged

&
Farmin,

's gifted p
gton students, In fact, cap-

But judges {nvolved with the univer- tured all four of the $750 scholarships
sity's annual history day competition awarded in the universlty's history
could find no unethical behavior to ae- compelition.

count for Farmington's success 50 the

remain unchanged when pext ton senlors Mike LaGuardia

yur'n competition rolls around.

oral quarrel

|

Slnce November of last year, seven
key personnel have resigned thelr po-
sitions with the Farmington library
system. The former employees clalm
that morale among thelr colleagues is
on the declive.

on Lewis
to

rary director Gordi
says the Hbrary la just readjusting
n naw reorganizatl lon plan Imple-

Today‘l 01'3y Quarrel question h,

How do you feel about
library controversy?

How do nu feel about the recent
tions and tion? How
do you think they have affected the
service?

To answer this m.ullun
477.3498, Yon'll hn «ntil 1 pm. ca
Friday to To pee haw your
ad;hbmlndlboclmah:u,lookln

s edition of the Farmington
Observer.

tion and Mark Aune in the world histo-
ry competition,

Eric Weln, a Harrison High School
senlor, also received & scholarship in
the American history dlvision. Also
taking hooors la the senior division of
the American history competition was
Mark of North Farmington
with an honorable mention.

In the junlor division of the competl-
tion, Laura Banchero of North Farm-
ingtos, took fourth place in the Ameri.

{lrst and third place respectively.

All winners other than those who
recelved scholarships were given bisto-

ry books, Voss sald,

Iranlcnlly though, Voas sald, the book
reciplents actually left the competition
with more In hand because only one of
the four scholarship winners plans to
attend Eastern University.

ALTHQUGH FARMINGTON STU.
DENTS have always done well in the

dents taking an advanced placement-.
history course. The course {a a college~”
lovel class, he sald, which allows stu.;.
deants to get a taste of collcge material
and collego testing. -
That came In handy when taking tho
computerized exam at the compcuuun,
Voaa sald. ,
Perhops another rerson annmg(an
ranked 30 high this yoar Is because stu-
dents from the Grosse lle school dis-+
trict, who usually do exceptionally well
were not at the competition, be sald, - :..

CLASSIFIED ADS . 591-0800
HOME DELIVERY . §81-0500

Corvette theft

' 591-0900

Use your MasterCard or Visa

Schohnhlys went to North Farming-  can history category, In the world his-  history, compemluu. Voss u!d. lh!.l
and Scott  tory junior division, Dave Murley nnd ycnr’
Thill in the American history competi-  John Didavic of North to some of m m-
S ——————
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'}1' ar?lognn was dellghled wllh
y the first O West Bloomt!
Amusements . . .SectionC HELP WANTED c|m|f|gd ad nv:uﬂgl the thelt
Cablaconnection, . . . 8A he placed. “Over 20 calls bet- ﬂﬁ’ﬁ%‘,‘,“:}‘m of & ﬂﬁ Corvette
Communliy calendar . . 3B weon 8:30 -and 10:301 | al- ,m,d at $25,000,

Creatlivellving. . . SectlonE ready havo enough help!™ o silver car was atolen from the
sdllnm::a e e '1D£ ’ uc.k m of J;Ru:'&ﬂwu?:mk ;;
ecreationnews . . . . * Orchard Lake Bloom!l
Sports . . v+ .SoctlonG | | Remember... bolwosn0 g 0pm Mar 2%

Suburban Ufe. . .Section B e burned-out car waa
NEWSLINE . . . . 477-5460 Farmington Hills Police oo Bridle Path

Lane about 4 p.m, March 28, Inspector

Mirl Spencer sald. .

West Bloomfleld Police have no
lnmoihdln!mw.

‘armington Hills Pol 3000-
tioned a 10-yoar-old gtrl who Bal

‘saw two white men running
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burning car, Tho girl sald the men go;
i

lntoamy.mlwmm
Other -wilnesses havo .been qm.
tioned, Spencer sald. v
Thoﬂulppennwhnvobeudeub;
eraioly sel n arson fns,
vesliga vered -a,
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