Follow through

Thuraday, April 4, 1085 O&E
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means doing things carefully

This is another in a series of lessons
on art and drawing by special colum-
nist David Mess-
ing. He has
taught for cight
years and oper-
ates an art
store, Art Storc
and Mare, 18774
Middlebelt,
Livonia. Mess-
Ing ecourages 1 % -
questions and comments from read-
ors. You may write him at his store or
cfo Observer Newspapers, 23352
Farmington Road, Farmington MI
48024,

By David Messing
spoclal writer

Well we're open in our new stere.
Terrance Corners [s a beautlful place
for an art store and school, As of
wrlting, however, parts of the celling
are off and six of the 24 drafting tables
have yet to be assembled, I even have
to “beat it” over there before 10 a.m. Lo
reprogram Lhe cash registers. Even
though we warked around the clock for
two weeks, we still have a mlliion
things to do,

Movlng stock around is kind of a joke
in the store, and we will probably still
be moving shelves and stock for the
next month., Sandy's a good one for
that. She wanted us to move an 8-by-12
foot mat board display, “'just slx inches
to the right.”

artifacts

“Six tnches.” 1 sald, “we would need
at least 10 men and a hi-lo to move that
thing one inch.”

I'd swim the deepest ocean and
climb the highest mountain for her, but
I aln’t gonna move that mat board dis-
play. Anyway, Lhere is no way I could
say that we are really ready to open,
but we are.

COME TO thiak of it, this certalnly
1s a bad week to contlnue my two part
artlele on “follow through” I fell
asteep three times writing It, I hope
you don't fall asleep reading it.

Last week I ended my article with
the “follow through" principle with the
basie clements of No. 1, a good ldea or
subject. No. 2, the technical skill to
rightly represent the idea or subject.
No. 3, the presentation of the well-exe-
cuted idea or subject. The lack of any
ane of the three will result as a Naw in
your follow through. A good ldea ren-
dered poorly Is no better off than a
poor Idea rendered well. Even a good
fdca rendered well is halted if it is
poarly presented,

So first off I would llke to briefly hit
some of the top ten rond blocks on your
highway to successful follow through.
In watercolor the easfest way to stifle
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your follow through s to do too much.
QOver painting or scrubbing in watercol-
or causes the beautiful bleeds to flatten
out into boring shapes of solid color.
New students In watercolor should
“play” with “bleeds” or “wet In wet”
techniques until they feel comfortable.
Try with one brush or just wet the arca
you wish to color. Then with another
brush full of color touch into the wet
area. Enjoy the bleed and flow of color
and reslst adding in more color until
the biced of color has stopped.

Most new students just keep brushing
or scrubblng the area and end up with a
flat color, In pastels I tell my students
that the first road block to thelr follow
through [s that of aver bleeding. I think
there is something therapeudic about
rubbing our flngers on pastels. Maybe
It gocs back to when we used to rub the

satin ribbon on our “nigh-nighs" or
“blankies.””

WHATEVER, MOST students if not
warned will rub thelr pastel pletures so
much that the detalls are lost under a
misty cloud of multicolored dust, Well
it may help produce a better pastel
rendering if you do not blend with your
fingers as much and simply use the dif-
ferent colors of pastels to rub into each
other and therefore, blend with cach
other. This technlque in paatel will pro-
duce rich colors and relatively clear
imoges. Charcoals are usually flat be-
cause they do not span the gamut of
grays to black. If your charcoal is not
black enough then try uwslng soft com-
pressed charcoal to produce rich blacks
and emphasize the grays.

Pen and ink short comings are usual-
1y due to lines that are not fine enough.
Even In pen and iok “learn to draw”
books, it looks like the artist shauld re-
tire hls quill tip tn leu of a technical

n, There are plenty of times I use
qulil tips and dlp them in black magle

good technical pen,

For beglaning pen and ink, you
should kave a “20-by-0" and a “4-by-0"
and work your drawlng no larger than
11 {nches by 14 inches. Alr brushing has
plenty of opportunities to stumble. One
common goof 1s, aver sprayleg your
frisket or template. So much so that
you see the light line of the outer limits
of your template misted across your
artwork.

Another common short coming Is
when you have a large dot or “grainy”
spray pattern. This is always caused by
elther too heavy a conslstency of palnt
or too Hitle air to rightly atomize the
paint.

ONE LAST warnlng; when peeling
frisket be sure you peel up all your
planned too, Because frisket I8 trans-
parent It §s very common to not see
some little seclion of {rlskel, ‘Then
when that over looked plece is palnted
It begfns to show up. To better see your

frisket tip the illustration board so that
the light reflects off from the surface
of the frisket.

In gouache or opaque watercolor it Is
best, I feel, to keep your paint thin and
atart out with a transparent wash ef-
fect then move towards opacity, The
blggest draw back to realistic coloring
is that students do not carefully study
the many shades and tints even in solid
colors, Every color Is affected by Its
surrounding colors and light source or
reflected light from off of other ob-

jects,

! Many first time scratch-boards seem
to find thelr way Into the circular file.
Perhaps the fate of many could be
changed If omly the artist kept thelr
lines tiny and accurate, and in addition
learn how to sharpen a scratchpoint on
- sharpening stone, A good scratch-
point drawing may require from three
to 10 sharpenings.
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ink. But for most of my realistic pen
and ink, 1 prefer the regularity of a
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Pre-Opening
We are opening Chelsea Place before our
models are finished at pre-construction
prices. First come get the best selection as
we are building only 20 new residences.

at $144,800. .

OPEN Dully!:‘

rooms
$80's. Possiblo land contract terms.
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FARMINGTON HILLS - WE PRESENT A
UNIQUE HOUSE FOR SPECIAL FAMILY,
Porfoct for In-law of blended tamlly. Ravino
lot. Privato sulte with living room, bod-
room, bath. Two tumaces. Handicap faclil-
1los. $135,900, 553-8700

WOLVERINE LAKEFRONT HOME. A very
nice, clean two bedroom homo, firoplaco In
living room, farge kitchen, utllity room, one
car attachod garaga. Big 83 f1, lot on wa-
1or, $76,800. 553-8700

and beautlfully docorated. Nalural firo-
place In living room, spacious dining room,
spacious dining area, finishod basement,
garage, Call 2681-5060, $74,600

T [

b o Il

GORGEOUS 120 FT. LAKEFRONT PROP-
ERTY - Profossionally tandscapod quod.
Throo bodrooms, 2% batba, famlily room,
two firoplaces, lbrary, 3 car garago-circu-
lar driveway, dock. ANl eports fako.
$180,000, 842-0703

AN
BIRMINGHAM SCHOOLS. Bsautifu) Ever-
greon Wooda Subdivision. Four bodrooms,
2% baths, supor large rooma, famlly, room
wiith boamed cathadral coling and fufl
brick firaplace wall. Private tull yard, Baso-
mant. $119,900. 842-0703
T

FARMINGTON
River, West of
Drake, Fabulous decor In this four bod-
room home. Two % baths, libcary, family
room, super Al upgreded bath
and  lighting

$1590,600, 653-8.

25{! Uvingaton Circle,
HILLS North of Grand

room.
fixtures. Much Mo
700 -

REALIOU®

BIRMINGHAM/BLOOMFI

642-0703

OAK PARK - Sharp 3 bodroom, 2 bath
ranch with tormal dintng reom, larga kitch-
on, full finished basomont, Caatrel alr,
Walk to shopping and lransportation.
Move-in condltion, $48,800. §53-8700

REDFORD - Nicoty cared for three bod-
room brick Ranch with a full basement and
two car garage. New fumace and axtra In-
sulation. Walk 10 elomentary school. Call
261-5080. $49,800 .

FARMINGTON HILLS - Custom bullt with
large rooma. Three bedrooms, two Y
baths. Boautiful Inground pool. Vacation at
home afl summer, Many extras. $113.600.
8420703 *

Nowi 8chools, Swim club in sub, Mave-in
condition, 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, famlly
room with firoplace, nicely landacaped o
central alr end fnore. Simple assumption.
$78,500, 553-3700
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LIVONIA' - Many newer features will bs
yours ta enjoy In this atfordable thres bed-.
room brick Ranch. Roo room with bar in
Mnished basement, Fenced rear yard. Land
g:ﬂ‘!;'o%t {orms posatble. Call 281-5080.

room Colonlal with landacoping.
Heow furnece, water hoster and carpeting
‘with many extras. Call 281-8080. $102,600 .

' LIVONIA RO

553-8700 ' 261-5080 -

-




