Volume 96 Number §2

PRSI

Lilsrary

chief

defends plans
and practices

By Julls Brown
statf writor

After months of rumors and last
week's published critlelsms by former
employees, the beleagured director of
the Farmington Community Library
has spoken out in defense of his admin-
Istration.

In a Friday evening telephone con-
versation with the Obscrver, llbrary di-
rector Gordon Lewls defended his re-

ccased Individual.

“And then the glft funds are expend-
ed either accordng to the wishes of the
donor or as deslgnated by the Library
Board,

“Jt’s a very simple bookkeeping pro-
cedure,” Lewls sald. “There are two
funds of money. Both are used Lo pur-
chase books, 50 the funds are pooled.”

THE RECENT RESIGNATIONS of
seven Farmington Comsmunlty Library
is have not affected the

org: an, explained recent
employee resignations and (tnancial
practlees of the library administration.

Lewls sald the library's accounting
procedures are good ones.

“That’s been a library procedure for
approximately 10 years,” he sald when
asked if llbrary staff had been Instruct-
cd o forward glft monles to him with-
out ringlng them up on the cash regls-

ter.

The accounting procedure has to do
with (e two typea of glits that come
Into the library, he sald. Small glfts are
deftned as those under $25, Lewls sald,

“They're put In the cash register and
they're dcposited in the bank. Large
gllis are sent Lo the director’s offlee.

“They usually go in the glft account,
and they're usvally expended according
to the wishes of the donor,” Some glfts
haye an undeslignated use, he said.

“The principal purpose i3 50 we do
not have lzrge sums of money in the
building at any onc time.”

Receipts are made out for gift mon-
les that come into the library, Lewis
sald, and an B card Is

pr
g:}nll(y of llbrary service, according to

wls,

He sald the reslgnations are for “nor-
mal, routine” reasons.

“The resignatlons that we've had at
the library, with the exceptlon of ane,
have all been for normal, routine rea-
sons. Whenever you have turnover,
then you have training time for new
stalf.”

The one exception Is the resignation
of librarian Jill Locke, he sald.

Locke was branch hcad for the
Farmington Hlls library and chil dren’s
coordinator for both the Farmington
and Farmington Hills branches,

Lewls sald the resignations had not
affected the library system’s ability to
attract good employees.

“We've not had any dlfficulty at all.
We've altracted some flne, qualified
people already.”

“Yes," was the lbrary director’s re-
sponse when asked if he belleved he
had performed hls job well. “I would
rather have someone else apeak to you
about that,” he sald when asked to

sent to the donor. For memorial gits, a
card is sent to the relatives of the de-
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Bunny season

The Easter bunny visited the arca Sunday, bringing with him a
varlaty of Easter troats. Area familles also marked the hollday by

attending worship services at focal churchos, The bunny, after
finishing his appointed rounds, paused briefly to road the paper.
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Handguns put bureaucratic squeeze on cops

Regulators

By Joanne Maliszowskl
slaff writor

It used to be that the Oakland County
Gun Board would mect only cnce o
month.

Tlmes have changed though. With in-
creasing requests from residents to
carry concealed weapons, the county
gun board now meets twice a month.

The changing times are evident in
the number of concealed weapons pere
mits issued In 1983 compared to 1984,

1In 1983, for cxample, the gun board
issucd 3,061 permits, Last year, 3,558
permits weee |saued, said Joan Brown,
gun board clerk.

But the number of permits issued by
the gun board is only a small indlcation
of the number of people in Oakland
County who have registered firearms.

While the county gun board has the
final say on who will earry .concealed

are busy

When someone 1s Interested in buy-
ing a handgun or a firearm uader 30
inches In length they must go to the lo-
cal police department and apply for a
purchase permit. Rifles and shotguns
are not required to be reglstered.

“THE permit allows you to buy and
possess a handgun, period,” sald Frank
Lauhoff, dlrector of the Farmington
Publlc Safety Department. “It specifi-
cally docs not allow anything else.”

Applylng for a permit to gotoa deal-
¢t to buy a handgun does not aiways
mean the appllcant gets what he wants.

In Farmington Hiils, for example,
491 applications were made for pur-
chase permits in 1983, Only 419 were
Issued to applicants. In 1984, 547 appli-
cations were made, but only 402 pur-
chase permits were lssued,

Farmington police officials issue far
fewer purchase permits. In 1983, 73
permits were issued, compared to 85 in
1984,

The application process for the pur-
chase permit, whether at Farmington

weapons, the local §i such

or F Hiits, includes provid-
and a cheek to see

as the F and F

Hills pollce departments, are respanals
ble for issulng purchase permits and
safety inspectlon certificates for weap-
ons which aro not intended to be
concealed.

ing Ider
whether Lhe appllcant bas any felony
convictions. .

“We run a computer check for crimi-
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by the department.

Schools ask for millage renewal

By Joanne Mallszewskl
slatf writer

Farmington School District voters
wilt be asked to renew four milla for 10
years when they go to the palls in the
regular achool election June 10,

In a unanimous 7-0 vota last Tuesday
achool truatees without discussion au-
thorized ihe request for renewal. The
four milla expire this year.

*The voters in the district have pro-
viously nplh‘urL!LdLlhln millage,” sald

p cwis
, “We're not asking them for addltional
aills, We are asking them to renew it
‘The four milla that are up for renew-
al this year aro part of the district's
total 37.29 mills voters previously au-
thorized years ago.

Even when school officlala don't plan
1o use a partion of the total authorized
millage, a request for rencwal iz made
when portions of the total explre,
Schulman sald. When anather four
mills explres next year, & similar ro-
quest for renewal can be expected,

“We are not planning new taxes for
the people,” Schulman said.

ALTHOUGH VOTERS have author-
izod the district to levy A maximum
37.29, the district’s preliminary 1086-
28 $49 million budget is basad on a 33-
miil levy. ently rencwing the
doea not mean vote
ers will be paylng on a higher tax rate.

The pro| 33 operating mills ex-
pocted to be levied In 1683-88 is a de-
crense from the current levy of $4.7

gl:;cludlng 1.7 mill for debt), Schulman

d.
In 1985-88, school officlals don't plan
to levy mills for debt as Lo the current

Whila school officials don't necessar-
ily plan to use tho mills up for renewal,
Schulman sald the district Ukes to ask
for renewal ‘when milla .expln 80 voter

th

d should the

year becauso they ve q
cuough fund equity ($2.9 million) to pay
the debt without a levy, Schulman sald.

When asked what would happen Uf
voters don't renew the requested four
mills for 10 years, Schulman said about
$0 percent of all renewal requests “are
accepted.”

In previous years, Schulman sald,
taxes have been higher. In 1981-82, the
district lovied 35.25 mills, In the fol-
lowing year the district decreased the
tax rato to 33.7 {incloding 1.0 mills for
debt) and maintained that rate 1& 1’:8031-

Increased 5
(lncludlng 1.7 mills for debt) in 1984-38.

district need additional money.

Even though dlstrict officlals expect
to continue operating with 33 mills in
1985-88 (the curreat operating levy
minus 1.7 mills for debt) homeowners
total tax bills may increase nonetheless
due to & projected $88 million incroase
in the district’s state oqualized valua-
tlon (SEV).

Aa required by state law, school offi-
clals will recelva public comment on
the preliminary budget at a public
hearing acheduted for May 7.

By Joanne Mallozewskl
statt wrller

Gun storage bulges

“There are some weapons that the
commissioner can delermine can be re-

Some of the firearms locked in the
Farmington Hills Police Department
property room have been confiscated,
others have been used In crimes and
sulcides, and stlil others have been
dropped off by people who just don't
want the weapons in their bouses.

Desplte the varied historles of cach
weapon in the department’s basement,
* nll have a common destination — the
melting pot.

“We take them to Lanslng and turn
them over to the state police. After
they have gathered a load, the weapons
are trucked to a foundry and tarned
into auto parts,” sald Ed Womiak, the
Farmington Hills police officer in
charge of the property room.

In 1984, Michigan State Police

6,367 handguns; 1,341 long guns, shot-
guns ang rifles; and 731 miscellaneous
weapons to be destroyed, sald Liz
Dotts, supervisor of the state police
firearms records dlvision.

The total number of firearma
recelved by the state police for de-
struction doesn’t mean all are de-
stroyed, Dotts sald. Antlque weapons or
those of great value can bo glven to
muscums, she

recelved from local pollce departments PO!

eycled,” D

Back on the local level, the wait for
the melting pot can be a long one, espe-
cially for those [lrearms umsed in
crimes. The local police are required to
hold on to these weapons until court
procecdings are completed. And that
can take years, Wozniak said.

Even those fircarms turoed in by
resldents who no longer want them go
through the paperwork process.

“Even lf they don't work, they will
still go through the whole bit just llke
real operable weapons,” Woznlak sald,
picking up 8 box of old, rusted
handguns.

gu

““There Is a very long paper flow to
he state before they go,” he continued.
“They go through the prosecuting &t-
uu;xiwy'a office before going to the state

co.t -
Stolen firearms are put through
checks including ballistic tests to deter-
mine whether the weapon can be tied
to any crimes, Womiak said.

Other fircarms that have not been
used In a crime can be sent to Lansing
as 300n as Womlak gathers about £0-30
of them and completes the neceseary
paper work. .
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