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Obtaining a handgun permit requires investigation

Continuad from Pago 1

nal history and felony convictlons,”
sald Farmington Hills Inspector Thom-
as Godwin, in charge of records.

A purchase permit cannot be lssued
te an applicant who has been convicted
of a felony within the last eight ycars
or has been conflned to a mental insti-
tution (unless they can prove they have
}x:cn judged sane), according to state
aw.

But the flnal say whether an appll-
cant gets a purchase permit or not is up
to the chief of pollce.

Once the chief signs the purchase
permit, the applicant has 10 days to
buy the handgun and another 10 days to
return to the palice department s0 a
safety inspectlon certlficate on the
weapon can be issyed, One permit is
needed for cach handgun bought,
Lauhol! said.

FROM MHIS cxpericnce, Lauhoff
said, about 99 percent of the

handguns that are not Intended to be
does not whether

who reccive a purchase permlt buy
their handgun and return to the police
department for the final phase of regis-
tration.

“Most of the time people know (be-
fore they apply for a purchase permit)
what they want to buy,” Lavhol! sald,
adding the purchase permlt also allows
a dealer to scll a handgun,

Once a handgun [s purchased, the ap-
plicant must return to the pollce de-
partment for a safety cheek. That con-
slsts of takIng down the weapon's serial
numbers, checking them through the
police computers (o make sure the flre-
arm is not stelen and flnally checklng
the weapon Itself. —~

“It doesn't really autherize that they
(the handguns) are in workabte condl-
tlon,” Lauhof{ sald.

While the permlt process for

the gun is workable or whether the
handgun owner knows how to use the
weapon, Lhere are some good reasons
for reglstration.

“It cnables us to know who has weap-
ons and who doesn't,” Lauhof! said,

In addition, the registration process
allows the local police to check
whether the weapon has ever been used
in a crime or whether it is stolen,
Godwln said,

“The real need for us to be Involved
in it (vegistering handguns) is that there
is an obligation that some elfort s
made that law-ablding citlzens are get-
ting them and not criminals with re-
cords,” Godwln said,

FIREAIMS, BOTH handguns and
long guns (rifles and shotguns) are “a
high target for belng siolen,” Godwin
said. “There Is a big market out there

for ilegal guns.”

Lauholf a 5

"Usually if a home I3 being burglar-
ized and theve are hand guns, they are
usually taken,” he said.

Although the pallee do not keep track
of the reasons why someone wants to
buy a handgum, both Godwin and
Laukof{ mention protection, collecting
and target shootlng as reasons for pur-
chase.

“As far as type, we've scen them
al1,” Godwin said.

The most popular though are the me-
dlum-priced snub mnose 38-callber
handguns, Godwin added. The most
popular brand names arc Colt and
Smith-Wesson, he said.

But it is the collectors who bring in
the most cxpenslve weapons ranging
$300-$400, Godwln sald.

Although residents who buy
handguns legally have permits to pos-

They come in all sizes and styles
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“We basically do it on a need basis,"
Woznlak sald, adding “there ts no way
of telling how many” are in the proper-
ty room.

Beeause of the cramped quarters in
the Farmington Hllls property room,
fircarms — rlfles, shotguns, sawed-off
shotguns, pellet and alr guns, military
weapons, and handguns -~ are on the
floor, shelves and some in gun racks
walting for thelr trip to Lunsing.

When and how often the police make
the trip to Lansing bolls down to how
much room both the Farmington and
Farmington Hills department has for

storing the weapons,

“There ls no requirement as to when
we destroy them,” said Frank Lauhoff,
director of the Farmington Depart-
ment of Public Safety.

Like Farmington Hills, the Farmlng-
ton pollee also held on to Iitcgal or un-
reglstered firearms as well as those
used in crimes or those brought in by
residents who no longer want thelr fire-
arms, Lauhof( said.

Although local departments, such as
Farmington and Farmington Hils go
through the required checks of fire-
arms they are scndlng to the state po-
lice, the weapons are double-checked
once they arrive In Lansing, Dotts said.

WHAT ABOUT THE LOCATION?
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Of the total 6,367 handguns turned

Inta the state pollce in 1984, Dotts said,
80 percent were not legally registered
with a local pollce department,

“We don’t have access (o the police

reporte, but that (not belng legally rog-
Istered) prabably is not why they were
conllscated,” Dotts sald.

Determinlng what type of fircarm

most frequently arrives at the state po-
llce to be destroyed is dlfficult, Delts
contlnued. But bath “the cheap and the
cxpensive” are sent to the melting pot,
she added,

“Saturday Night Speclals” are a

common item coming through the divl-
slon, Dotts sald. But she cautloned that

all snub nose revolvers or other short
barre!l handgun (such as those made by
Colt or Smith-Wesson) can be classifled
as “apectals.”

The true “Saturday Night Speclals”
are those cheaply-made handguns man-
ufactured overseas followlng World
War II, Dotts sald.

“They cost $19.95, and they are
worth $19.95," she said.

Unfortunately, Dotts said, many of
this type of flrearms is st belng pro-
duced, but only the parts are being
manufactured overseas.

scss them, they are not In any way al-
lowed to carry or conceal these weap-
ons, Lauhoff sald.

“You are not to be carrying it around
all the time,” Godwin sald, addlng the
handgun may be taken to where it will
leit permanently or for repairs. And In
those cases, it must be transported un-
lozded and in a contalner.

For those who want to carmy &
conceated handgun, there's a Htle more
formallty to the reglstration process.
And there better be a pretty good rea-
son why someone wants to carry a
concealed weapon.

ALTHOUGH THE local police dec-

concealed weapon permits. The fieat!
and most restrictive Is the general per.;
mit usuglly only issued to pollce offl.
cers and Federal Bureau of Inveatiga..
tion (FBI) offfcers, Brown sald. '

“Oakland County is very restrictive:
on generals,” she sald, “They are con-
cerned. They don't want to give a gen.;
ecal to just anyone.” :

The second type Is the restricted per-
mit. This permit is issued mostly to*
business  peopleported to  hunting
areas).

Just because a person may own a
business doesn't mean the gun board
automatically Issues a restricted per-

partments do the inltlal paperwork, Mit

fingerprinting and checking for criml-
nal records, the Oakland County Gun
Board has the task of determining who
will get the concealed weapon permit.
The gun board lssues two kinds of

“They have to come before the
board,” Brown suid, adding the appli-;
cant must provide proof of business
ownership and say why a concealed'
weapon [s necessary. N
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** ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS **
HOME ON SPRING BREAK

Question: How can you take the
summer off from your college,
sun, work to save money for the
fall, and earn credit hours? ]
Answer: Attend Siena Heights Col- |

home, spend time in the

17050 Dorset, Southfield, MI 48075
569-6490 1-800-521-0009, ext. 201
+ Weekend-evening classes
+ BEight week term (next term
starting in May)

Call for a summer schedule
SIENA is accredited by North Central Association

Southfield Center

its own time
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NEW AND EXCITING
SHOPPING EXPERIENCE

{at 7 MILE AND MIDDLEBELT)

SHOPPING CENTER
477-8181

P EARBINGER
Dance:Company
April 12-13 8 P.M.

Thelr Final Concert of Thelr

. April 14th Sun. 1 P.M. Matinee

15th Anniversary Season

BLEND

FLAVIO VARANI

FRIDAY, APRIL 19th, 8 P.M.
World Reknown Pianist

2.99

Colombian
or Mr. Bulky

COFFEE

CHEESE
SALE

= Jarisberg

« Sharp
Cheddar

+Cream

Your
Choclee

LB.

Havarti m,82.59

Imported

GUMMY
BEARS

$1059 LB.

...ln Concert
Dinner Optlon Avallabla - Dinner Tickets
Must Be Purchased by Frk., April 12th
RESERVATIONS & INFORMATION 471-7700 *
Oakisnd Community Cotlege's Smith Theatrs

FARMINGTON TENNIS CLUB
ANNUAL

EXOTIC FOODS FROM-AROUND THE WORLD,
MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL FOR 1985-86 r

Chocolate

Yellow Gourmet

S $8Q e R Covered | POPPING| | caNDY
% , e || RAISINS || CORN | |wigmpmee

Think About—

| $lo79 LB. | i. gf& "%ﬂ $l 99!43.
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Viowing the body of the decensed can servo
on important funcilon for the survivors, accord-

Ing 10 studlos dono by a number af respoctod ‘| Fancey California
1 soclal sclentists, Though It is truo that thero aro .| WALNUT.MEATS . Rolled.
\ elaments of disguise [n the proparation of the N .
- =) Pald by Visa-American Express-Personal Check-Cash body for the funeral, thasa afforts aro no mnm' Haloes & Pleces 0 Q TS
tha baosls of tho funeral caremony than tho uss of
SUMMER HOURS - JUNE 15 TO AUGUST 31, 1985 coamolca o & vol s 1o basisfor 0 wodding, ] #1.69.
» the N

OPEN - 6:30 TO 10:45 A.M. '8.00 PER HOUR MONDAY THRU FRIDAY. B O e only A aitompt. 10 N e— : Bep. o5 2utch

OPEN - 7:10 TO CLOSING IN THE P.M, 10,00 PER HOUR taclitate a rather poslitivo port of the coramony. ;| Fresh Roasted

OPEN - 7 AM. TO NOON SATURDAYS, #10.00 PER HOUR Viewing tho person 68 bost remombered can /| Blanched

holp move the grieving survivors along from a
shocked denlal of the death 1o a recognition and
possible final accoplance of It.

In tha same [ight, tho othor parts of the
funeral service all have thelr place and impor-
tance. Pooplo galher together, acknowladgo the

19¢..

CLOSED SUNDAYS ‘
LIMIT 2 LBS, PLEASE

IN CASE OF RAIN - OPEN SATURDAY AND SUNDAY *10.00 PER HOUR

Another April Plus! ; death, sh the grlof, participate In_the
ypon presantation of your 1985-55 | FARMINGYON TENNIS CLUB | | Srouniing ries, nd witness the fina dispositon
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| FUNERAL HOME
* 33603 GRAND RIVER » Farmington « 474-4131
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