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Julie Hagerty and Albert Brooks are Linda and David
Howard, an upwardly moblle couple who decide to try a
ditferent litestyle that includes gambiing in Las Vegas,
in the comedy “Lost in America.”

~ “73’ the movies
¢."7 ‘- Dan
Greenberg

Yuppies drop out
in mostly unfunny
‘Lost in America’

“Lost fn America™ should be conslgned to whatever ablivion
dumb movies go,

Some movles start out stupld and go nowhere, “Lost in America™
is a clever movie whose flrst 20 minutes show great promise be-
fore it lurns terminally awful.

David Howard {Albert Brooks) is about to be promoted to senlor
vice president at a major ad agency, while hls wife, Linda (Julic
Hagerty), labors as persannel director for a well-known depart-
ment store. Theyve just bought a $450,000 house and are shopp!ng
for a $45,000 Mcrcedes. How yupple can you get?

But wait, here comes life at its quirkiest — at least from the
palnt of view that characterizes the flim. Davld doesn’t get pro-
moted. In the film’s funnlest scene (which fizzles instead of ending
with a bang), David Insults hls bosy and gets fired,

Well, all of a sudden, with a lack of mativation that characterlz-
cs the flim, Davld decides to become irresponsible because Linda
1dly noted he was a blt stuffy.

DAVID CONVINCES sweet Linda of the pursed lips to quit her
job and drop out with him. They setl everything, buy a motor home
and head to Las Vegas. The bridal suite of the Desert Inn hardly

Ameriea to dk what llfe |y about.

The problem wlith David's Irresponsibility s that it permeates
everyihing but Albert Brooks* tight, dull and uninvelved character-
fzation. Brooks wrote and directed “Lost in America,”

Now, that's irresponsible!

Once the Howards hit the road, the film is a serles of loosely
connected eplsodes that are incomplete and unfulfilling.

The lcast comprehensible actlvity occurs In Vegas. Linda rlses
[n the middlc of the night, loses their $150,000 nest egg at roulette
and shrugs it off with, “I'm sorry.”

1t might have been exciting to sce her gambling and losing. It
might have been Interesting to learn why she did It. Hearing about
1t afterwards is silly, partlcularly without an explanatlon,

While there are some funny concepts In the dlm recesses of the
seript, they never surface In any completed way. We never sec real
humans. David and Linda meander stupidly through alleged ad-
ventures all across a countryslde photographed with the style and
zea) of a sophomore travelogue,

Warnlng: This film is hazardous to entertalnment. If you don't
believe me, sit through untll the total cop-cut with swhich “Lost in
America” ends, .

Another showplace soon to open

1t was a classic deja vu sltuation.

Ten years ago 1 walked in on Mike
Rowan, uninvited then as now, 23 be su-
pervised the constructlon of a huge,
hldden, new chateau.winery in the hills
of Alexander Valley, He was so
surprised by the vislt that be gave mea
wholly unauthorized tour — with us
wearing appropriate hard hats — of
what has since become the Jordan Win-
ery. Mike's skills and Tom Jordan's
money developed that into onc of the
premier wincries In all of Callfornia.

A couple of weeks ago I did it agaln,
thls time catehlng Mike even before
ground had been broken at his Weat
Dry Creek Road property, seon to be
known lo the world as Domalne Michel.
The archilectural drawings are most
impressive. 1t will be another show-
place and also will producc caly ecaber-
net sauvignon and Chardonnay. Mike
has already done one crush, in space at
Jordan, and we will sec his first issues
perhaps by fall.

Early on, the dectslon was not to call
it Jordan West.

Additionally, there are o couple of
other new winerfes {n the bullding
stage, sporting names that wlil soon be
familiar to all of us.

Down in Paso Robles, foatings were
being poured for the new Arclero Win-
cry and Vineyard, when 1 was there
cheerfully sipping 1984 chardonnay in
the sun at 7:45 In the morning amidst

the chaos of construction.

THE NAME 15 o tamily onc, tne
money from the Soutbern California
construction bustness, Vast acreage has
already been developed, more to fol-
low, to support the nceds of this
planned  500,000-case-per-year cn-
terprise. The focus will be on Italian-
style wines {cuttings of nebblolo were
contracted for as I walted), but the
scope will be broad. An carly and ini-
tinl pressing of 1984 grapes was done,
some 9,000 tons, but that was done only
to test the staff and the machinery.

The winery Itself wil] be on the awe-
some slde. It will cover some 78,000
square feet. That wlll enable the place
to become a kind of community center
as well as complete winery, Usual busi-
ness and hospitality services will be
present, as well as a visitor center, art
gallery and communlty meeting and
dining areas.

The property is about five mlles east
of Paso Robles on Highway 46, be-
tween Gary Eberle’s new winery and
Estrella River, a place soon to hit the
300,000-case-a-ycar level of produc-
tion.

The third winery sti)) undergoing
construction worth reporting is Car-
menet Vineyards In the upper Mayaca-
mas reglon of Sonoma, next door to
Martinl’s famous Monte Russo vine-
yards. This i3 the property of the peo-
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ple who make Chalone and Edna Valley
wines, in Monterey and San Luis Obispo
respectively, In the South Central
Coast.

Whilc those two wincries are cssen-
tlally burguadian in nature {producing
pinot nolr and chardonnay), Carmenct
i3 to be a bordeaux venture, making ex-
clusively cabernet sauyignon and sau-
vignon blane. The vineyards surround
the new, redwood and cssentially clreu-
lar winery, with a magnificent view of
the Sonoma Vailey, Santa Roan and
Sonoma below.

CARMENET'S INITIAL issue, which
has been available to us locally for o
couple of months through the Merchant
of Vino, is a wine made at its Edna Val-
tey fachlity. But fullscale operations
will put its wines in gencral distribu-
tlon within a year — wines made in
Sonoma from Sonoma grapes.

Two other winerles necd mention

here. Both in recently completed facill-

tics, but just, arc (he Thomas Fogarty

Winery and the La Jota Vineyard Co.

The former Is on Skyline Drive west of

Palo Alte and s a §,500-case-per-year

operation that is getting extremely
press,

‘The plnot noir was especiaily attrac-
tive to me, both in the bottle and in
wood. Thls I3 the largest winery on the
peninsula, and plans do not call for dis-
tribution beyond the Silicon Valley, but
there may be a chance.

La Jota is on Howell Mountain cast
of St. Helena, a couple of miles up and
In from Angwin. Bill Smith makes ro-
bust cabernet sauvignen and zinfandel
from his own grapes and will do an inl-
tinl bottling this spring, of his {982 vin-
tage. True mountain-siressed wines,
full of intensc tanln and frult. ka Jota
may become one of the new prestlge
wines for 1986, Fd beton lt.

tabie talk

Cafe Jardin serves afternoon tea at mall

Afternoon tea is served from 2-5 p.m. Mondays-
Fridays at Cafe Jardin in the center court at Som-

crsct Mall In Troy. The waltress wheels

cart, with a pot of hot water and & chest filled with
teabags in eight flavers, plus plates of little

over a tea

sandwlches and minl-pastries, You get a cholce of

tea and a combinatlen of five sandwlches and pas-

trics (cach about a mouthful), for $3.95.

Drivers’ drink

Groups dining at the Clarkston Cafe may get frce
soft drinks for a member of their party who orders
non-alcholic beverages, when the others order
cocktails, A “Designated Driver” button goes to the
person avoldlng the hard stuff and planning to

drlve the rest of the group home.

Russian feast

Several thousand dollars worth of caviar has
been purchased to be scrved as the flrst course in a
dinner with culsine of the Russlan Empire, at the
Lark In West Bloom!leld. On the menu will be an
assortment of Russlan cavlar, borsch, forest mush-
rooms, fresh salmon, filet of beet tenderloin, blini,

salad and charlotte russe, Dinner is $65 per person.
For reservations call 661-4466. |

Many croissants

Allan Blum of West Bloomficld and Ron Wolfe of  nizza,

sant, so they traveled and gathered recipes from all
over the Unlted States before they opencd the

Croissant Crolssant Cafe and Bakery at the South-

fletd Plaza, Croissants come with various flllings

Oak Park thought they could make a better crois-

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY

Graduate Englneering and
Computer and Information Science

OPEN HOUSE

M.98., Ph.D. Engineering
.8, Computer & Information
Sclence

Make an invesmnent in your Expiore Cakdond
Univorsity's uprto-dans todiines ond grodudte pio-
In: Manufocuring Sysems, Robaiks Computer

g:mﬂm. Becricol Engineerng, C Sck-
wce, Systems &mmm ond ma?-f"m 'Englv
" Thursday, Aprl 11, 1985.

4 p.m. to 8 pm.
Dodge Hall of Englneering ® Room 127

Fox Ruhey informonon, ¢oX (312} 3702212
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what’s at the movies

AMADEUS (PG), Winner of efght Acndemy Awards. Superb rendi-
tion of Mozart’s life with Tom Hulee and F. Murray Abraham.
Directed by Milos Forman,

BABY . . . SECRET OF THE LOST LEGEND (PG). Baby Bronto-
saurus is the object of another jungle-movle chase.

BERRY GORDY'S THE LAST DRAGON (PG-13). Contemporary
mg? and martial arts In New York City. Drag on home and
missit.

BEVERLY HILLS COP (R). Eddie Murphy Is funny, but Detroit
«comes off sccond best in this cop show.

THE CARE BEARS MOVIE (G). Animated feature about the Care
Bears, featuring Mickey Rooney's voleeas Mr, Cherrywood.

DESPERATELY SEEKING SUSAN (PG-13), Hoboken housewlfe
changes fdentitles with a free spirit. No wonder they make New
Jcls.ey jokes.

FRIDAY THE 13TH — A NEW BEGINNING (R). To an old story.

THE KILLING FIELDS (R). Must-see, Intense story of hrother-
hood amidst the horrors of war in Cambodia, based on Pulitzer-
Prize-winning artlcles by New York Times correspondent Syd-
ney Schanberg.

KING DAVID (PG-13). Ristorical adventure with Ricbard Gere in
title role, from lonocent shepherd through reign as king.

LOST IN AMERICA (R). Two upwardly mobile professionals drop
out to see America and {ind themsclves, They don't — 50 stay
home and avold this terminally dumb movie.

MASEK (PG-13). Cher in true story of 2 hlim- with genetically de-
formed child. Maudlln moments Intermixed with uplifting per-
tormances by Eric Stoltz and Laura Dern.

TEXAS (R). Harry Dean Stanton, Nastassja Kinski and
. Dean Stockwell In story of man's journey to recover hls past.
Glvo this onc a “D” for 2% houra of dullness, : .

POLICE ACADEMY H (PG-13). More of the same hijinks with
thiose men Inbloe, .

" | PORKY'S REVENGE (R). More of the same conflict between

zgkymmuarmmelmmmauegmmm
. ;

" A PRIVATE FUNCTION (R). British comedy about small

1

Yorkshire town pre&:ﬂnl for wedding of Princess Ellrabeth
and Lt. Phillp Mountbatten. . .
‘ I
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t  FREE LUNCH 0R DINNER

1 With Purchasa Ot Ancthor Eniroe
‘Weat Bloomfleld Location Onty

& A

Co

Wast Bioomfiold

28841 Orchard Lk. Rd.

TBetwh 124 13 Mike)
Farmington Hllls
553-2898

SHOGUN ORIENTAL
HEALTH SPA

NEW

23100 Telegreph Rd.
North of & Mile
356-7310

Monday-Saturday 10-2 AM.

FREE 0rrice BELIVERY (Lunch Only)

« B Entree Salads_ e 10 Sandwich Combinatlons

FEATURE

Iotoges: Aopetaer, Grren Saod s Fress ot hamen Brusd
OPEN 7 DAYS 11 #.m. to 8 p.m. Mon..!
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«_Hoarly Soups & Entroos
8 HOT
PASTA SPECIALTIES
Sorved From 4 pm.

salad, potato or vegetable.

salad, potato or vegetable.

"SPECIAL
EVENINGS

MONDAY EVENINGS...
Broiled Fresh Lake Whitefish. With your
choice of two from the following: soup,

FRIDAY EVENINGS...

Your choice of: Broiled Lake Whitefish or
Roast Prime Rib of Beef, au jus. With your
choice of two from the following: soup,

Kingsley Inn

Selected to serve at the U.S. Presidential Inauguralsin
Washington, D.C., 1981 and 1985.

~ ' WOODWARD AT LONG LAKE ROAD
% BLOOMFIELD HILLS :

*9.95

per person

$9.95
perperson

cheese,

SUNDAY X

Voted #1 by Detroit's
two city magazines

And only $7.95. Children 7 and under $4.95

Kingsleg Inn

ruit, ch ge-
tarian, Greek feta cheese with spinach, and Italian

— Ethel Simmona

BRUNCH
BUFFET

Served from 100 2 p.m.

JODWARD AT LONG LAKE ROAD
LOOMFIELD HILLS +642-D100:"

« Frash SEAFOOD
= CHICKEN - VEAL -

WITH TWO

’ ™ Coupon - \
BIRMINGHAN e
IT’S...
«(4liIP=GIORGIO'S
COCKTAILS
FINE WINES

CONTINENTAL CUISINE

STEA!
» COMPLETE MENU with EXQUISITE PASTRY TABLE

SPEND A DELIGHTFUL EVENING AT GIORGIO'S

MONDAY thru THURSDAY. WE WILL

DINNERS FOR THE PRICE OF ONE. JUST

BRING THIS AD WITH YOU. .
(8pocist will be on the loast exponsive dinner)

540-7940
280 N. Woodward « Lower

KS

WELCOME YOU

| VALET PARKING I

Lave| Great

tnsurance Buliding
Explres 4/12/85

HOURS: MW 1AM PH.. 8 P.MA10:30 P.M. THBAT. 11 AM.11P0. y;

nce all the.touche

~ EARLY .
'FIRESIDE DINNERS |

MQ?m'I"':y‘Ihm, Thursci

and hutter
: g UG o
-~ ROAST WESTERN TOP SIRLOIN OF BEEF. -
I mushrooms-bordelaise sauce : B

BROILED ISLANDIC COD™
~with'lemon and herhs -
D LEMON:BASTED CHICKEN HALF




