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Somewhere packed away at the
Farmington library — could even be
under the stalrway in a box — Is the
wisdom of Jonathan Swift.

Well, somebody ought to check out a
copy of Gulliver's Travels and give a
read to the Library Board of Trustees.

The English satirlst put it this way:

“ o intended to

lic knows, the better. That's right. The
lbrary chieftaing have declded you
shouldn’t know how your tax dollars
are being spent or how your llbrary is
being adminlstered.

Upon the advice of their attorney,
they have refuscd to release the vesults
of a seeret conclave they conducted on

& never

make the management of public

affairs a mystery, 1o be com-

prehended only by a few persons

of sublime genius, of which there

are seldom three born in an age.”

Well you oughta know, the library's
“genluses” want to keep what's going
apn over at the library a mystery.

THE GURUS of library policy-mak-
ing have decided that the Jess the pub-

day — despite the fact that sev-
eral legal experts quoted [n today's
frent page story think the fegality of
withheldlng the results is guestionable.

BUT KEEPING PUBLIC business,
your business, a secret goes beyond In-
terpretations of the law.

C'mon gang, what's the big secret?

Shrouding Gordon Lewis’ sudden
“yacation" — along with the accompa-
nylng library audit — In secrecy does
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nathing to solve the problems at the I
brary.

The publle is left with only two con-
clusions; The trustees want o hush up
the truth because they didn't know
what was going on In thelr own back
yard and are embarrassed or, cven

She aims

She's blond, beantifu} and she under-

She’s unhappy
with article

‘ To the editor:

T wish to correct an erroneous Im-
pression left by Julle Brown's artlele
concerning the Farmington Communl-
ty Library, My request for a leave of
absence (a leave of absence, not a res-
ignatlon) had nothlng to do with Jill
Locke's resignation.

Furthermore, this request for leave
was not to have been announced for
two months yet. Seeing It spread across
the newspaper In this manner has
caused me personal distress, public
.embarrassment and professlonal hum-
-Hiation.

1 can only wish that Brown and the
Farmington Observer had granted me
the courtesy of an Interview to get the
facts stralght before using my name In
thelr artlcle.

Silvin Makowski,
childrens llbrarian,
Farmington Community Library

Former chief
is concerned

To the editor:

As the former, director of the Farm-
ington Community Library, I would be
remiss in my professional responsiblil-
ty if 1did not speak out at this time.

1 was shocked when a friend who s a
patron of the Farmington Library
called me and read the lead story you
carried on the library. I was particu-
larly appalted to hear of “wholesale re-

jons,” an actlon unpreced: din
my 35 years of llbrary experience.

Underneath ali this smoke s a lot of
flre. To truly get at the whole problem,
the library toard must conduct a thor-
ough luvestigation inlo management
practices and staf( morale.

Mary Mitehell
DeLand, Fla,

Joaeph J.

o Aheumatology.
20317 Farmington Road’
Livonia, Michigan 48152

stands

That's a description that doesn’t fit
too many of us, especlaily today when
we've got IRS, IRA and all sorts of fi-
nancial fuzz on our minds.

On a day when many of us are rush-
ing around trylng to arrange the 11th
hour IRA, get the tax bl paid, and
make certaln the checks that cover
these items don't bounce, many of us
wish that Ann Benson came to South-
{ield last month or at least last weck.

On Wednesday, she’ll lead a semlnar
designed to help every woman face
tough money decistons on taxes, infla-
tion and other items that seem to de-
vour incomes these days.

Accustomed as she Is Lo being on the
road, Henson, an investment expert
whose message ks geared fo women,
has never been busler than today.

Weiss, M

worse, they did know somethlng and
want to cover it up.

Library Board president Ernest
Sauter does nothing to lend an alr of
confidence to the situation. In a recent
telephone interview, he sald:

“IN THE ycars that Gordon (Lewls)
has been here, he hasn't made any
moves without calllng on tke board.”

Well, maybe he has and maybe he
hasn't. But kecplng the investigation a
secret will only lend itsclf to rumors
and unfalr impressions of the individu-
als Involved.

By malntaining seerecy, the board Is
belng unfair to ltself, the public, the l-
brary staff and to library director Gor-
don Lewls.

Lewis deserves a faly and open hear-
ing. Throughout his tenure as library
director, he has been a staunch advo-
cate of llbrary needs. His advocacy has
made him less than popular In political
elreles.

Board secrecy is unfairest cut of al

YOU SEE, when it comes to budget
cuiting, politicians will consistently go
after library money over, say, pollee
money. So library directors arc contin-
vally in o flnancial rearguard action
against the politicians,

‘As most llbrary aflclonades know,
Lewls has done a fine job improving
service in the Farmington system, This
newspaper has supported his efforts a
number of times In the past.

BUT NOW, the publle has a right to
know whether the rumors and allega-
tlons are true. While the Issue of Lewls
admlninstrative conduct still ls import-
ant, equally important ls the conduct of
the library trustees,

Whcther they like It or nat, they are
on triat In the court of public opinion.

money message at women

One reason Is that her two chlldren,
Shelli, a sportswear deslgner, and Rob-
by, yes the film actor, arc out of the
nest, successfully. Her husband, screen
writer Jerry Segal, Is so close to show
biz that he understands Ann and her ca-
reer.

BENSON herself studled drama in
college, hosted a Texas TV show, and
starred In productlons such as “How to
Succeed In Business,” “Hello, Dolly,”
and “Mame.”

Perhaps It was “How to Succeed —,”
but 10 years ago, Benson became a
travellng rep for Merrill Lynch, bring-
ing with her a background in finance
and an interest in investing.

1n recent years, as those things go,
many may refer to her as “Robby Ben-
son's mother™ but she's qulck to point
out that her investment carcer bas tak-
en her all over the country, where for a
decade, she’s met the folks.
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EVEN though many of us are wiped
out from paying the tax bill due at mid-
night, Benson can tell us how to get It
together for intelligent Investments,

She'li be present at a 7 p.m. wine and
cheese event and for the “Money Man-
agement for Women™ seminar at the

“I've talked o thousands of people —
yqung and old, married and single, dl-
vorced and widowed — about their
money,” she sald, .

Benson says they're all tuned into the
same concerns: learning to minlmize
taxes, learning to use credit, and Jearn-
ing to keep their assets growling.

Women need to know when Lo invest,
how much, who to get as a counselor,
how to establish goals, and how to
learn ubout investments before making
the plunge and more.

Inn.

1 you're tax broke, don't worry. The
seminar is free of charge and admis-
slon Is by a tax-deductible $10 contrl-
hution to the Arthritls Foundatlon.

This may be one way to find cut the
difference  between stocks, bonds,
Keoghs, debentures, and well, you
know.

le, don’t be d
late word has the Internal Revenue
Service themselves all plitzed up with
computer foui-ups. See, nobody’s per-
fect.

and Alghanistan,

Public Auction

BALES OF PERSIAN RUGS

Contracts whh Iran during the Trade Embargo duo to doloys In shipment, those
goads wore not accopled by the spaoclalist distributors who had ordored tho
morchandlse. Aftor obtaining o spoclut liconse, tha goods woro rolonsed by
customs. Thosa balos conaist ol Perslian rugs and other valunble handmadeo
otlontol carpota oqual vaiue from countrlos of orlgin such aa China, Pakisten, (ndla

Wil bo auctionod In singlo pleces In order to reloase Immediate cash to tuifill tho
obligatien for labilliles thot wero not met promptly as agrooad.
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