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A gallery of the works of Joe Clark,
better known as the HUI Billy Snap
Shooter and winner of Farmington-
F Hills Artlst-i
Award In 1976, has been dedleated in
Buggy Works Restaurant on Orchard
Lake and 13 Mlle Road.

Clark acquired his HIif Billy Spap
Shooter trademark and title from his
roots and his photos and poetry on ru-
ral Tennessee life,

He Is probably best known for the
collection of rural photographs used in
Jack Danlels advertisements, but his
work has also hung in the Smithsonlan
Institute of Art and has been publlshed
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In Llfe, Natlonal Geographlc, Time and
Newsweek.

Now in hls 80s, he resldes with his
wife, Bernlee, and son Juncbug on
three acres In Farmington Hills, The
family also owns a farm in Cumber-
land Gap, Tenn, with a garden that
produces poke sallet and Teanessee
beans.

“I could never give up my sallet,
beans, cornpone and possum gravy,”
Clark says, with his southern drawl.

His {feclings about possum are
summed up In one of his books, “Every-
body loves a good possum dlnner, but
the possum.”

CLARK WAS born in Cumberland
Gap, population 81, and raised with
nine sisters and brothers in a log cabin
which enabled the inhabltants *to see
the stars at night through the roof,” he
sald.

Much of his phltesophy reflects this
heritage and literally thousands of hls
published photagraphs document a van-
ishing way of tife in the hllls.

Clark teft his mountain home durlng
the '30s to seck work in Detrolt. On the
job as a night watchman for a large
department store, he entertained fel-
low workers with storles about his
hometown; tales that the city folk cn-
joyed but found hard to believe,

The changing point of Clark's life
came when those fellow workers gave
him a $12 “folding box" camera just
prior to a trlp back home and asked in
return for visual proof of his storles.

The visual proof he brought back
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“We didn't fight germs when | was a kid. We ottem ,
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alive," Joe

Clark writes under this photo called “The Community Dipper.”
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Youth plays

™ Youl

sents its Spring Pops Concert at 7:30
p.m. Saturday, April 20 in Southffeld
High School auditorlum, on Lahser and
10 Mite Road which will round up the
scason, Formed three years ago. in
Southficld, the symphony now boasts
236 members hailing from 40 surround-
ing communities,

A speclal feature of the evening will
be the presentation of $1,500 in merit
scholarships, one of which will go to
Howard Collens, a trombonist from
Farmington Hills.

grouped inte three
orchestras according to age and profl-
cience are led by Alan MacNair, Doug-
1as Bianchi and Judith Culler,

The playblll lists Mancini’s Plok
Panther, McCartney's Ebony and ivo-
ry, Williams' Highlights From Evlta,
and Chabrier's Espana.

Concert tickets will be avallable at
the door for $3.

Persons interested in tearming about *

the symphony's 1985-88 auditlons are
invited to call Sharron Zamezyk, 477-
2894, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays.

Business and ethics
is conference topic

A “Business and Ethies” conference
wlll be hosted by the First Presbyteri-
an Church of Farmington at 8:30 pm.
Saturday, April 20 In the church, 26165
Farmlngton Road. Reglstration at the
door will be followed by the conference
In the feilowship hall that will run until
12:30 pm,

The six-member panel will conslat of
Jack Padgett of Alblon College philoso-
phy department; Fran Cikalo, national
sales dlrector of Mary Kay etics;
Steve Barnaby, editor of the Farming-

ton Observer; Kathy Carrick, asststant
vice president of Michigan Bell; Connle
Jalswal from Burroughs World Head-
quarters; and Willlam Fish from School
of Human and Eduention Services,
Oakland University.

‘There will be two recesses when the
panel members will be available for In-
dividual discusslons, plua an hour for
questions and comments from the adul-
ence,

‘The $3 registration fee, payablo at
the door, Includes coffce, tea and
doughouts, :

were snapshots of a hitlbltly mountain
funcral in a mist raln that were sold to
Life Magazine and used a3 a 14-picture
spread.

Mcanwhlle, with but a fifth-grade
formal cducation, Clark was teaching
himself to read and write through a
carrespondence course.

He did his homework by writing let-
ters full of homespun phllesophy that
were ultlmately published In a Detroit
newspaper, and those letters led to cor-
respondence, and then romance and
marriage to Bernice Krent.

Today Bernlce Clark, with tutelage
from her husband, ts a recognized pho-
tographer In her own right.

A photo taken by Juncbug Clark,
when he was six,was published In the
book “The 200 Best Plctures In the
First 20 Years of LOOK."

THE RECURRING theme of Clark’s
photographs s the lives of people, their
joys and tribulations, seen in a simple
and direct manner. Many are award
winners, and many have been called
“memorable” or “historle.”

Conventlonal assignments have
calted for ereating portralts of busincss
and Industry leaders, which Included
Henry Ford and Lee Iacocea,

The gailery in Buggy Works contains
13 origlnal signed prints and accompa-
nylng poetry of life in the Tennessce
hills, some of which have been pub-
{ished In onc of Clark's many books.

The Buggy Works Is actually a per-
fect home for the gallery. Entering
through a turn-of-the-century strect of
shops, the restaurant is ftiled with au-
thentle early American decar collected
by its owncr Don Payne,

“Diners,” Payne says, “can call for
reservations and ask to be scated in the
Joe Clark Room."”

Reservatlons are made by calling
533-2000.

iilly Snap Shooter
k gallery of prints dedicated in Buggy Works

A mural print of the Joe Clark photo “Baptising
in Olde Towne Creek,” shot in Cumberland Gap,
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Tann., in 1938, was exhibited In emklhsonl;ln In
stitute from March 1982 through March 1883,

The caption under the photo called
“Aunt Tilda" (at tar left) reads: “If there
is anything you want, just ask for it and
wo can show you how to get along with-
out it.” The caption under the photo
called “The American Worker” {at near
Teft) reads: 1 ain't doin’ quite as wall as
expected, but then | never really expect-
ed | would.”

Friends of Farmington Community
Center are gathering up items now that
will go up for auction Friday, April 26.

The annual event, one of the center’s
major fund-ralsers, belngs at 7:30 p.m.
when almost every room in the bulld-
ing is fllled with items for the silent
ouction that continues through the eve-
aing.

At %:30 pm. Charles Kinsey of
Charles Kinscy & Associates will wield
the gavel for the llve auction. Wine and
hors d'ocuvres are served throughout
the evenlng which winds up with cof-
fee, refreshments and a door prize.

Amaong the gifts and services already
donated slated for the silent auction
are dinner for two at 220 Merdll
Street, eross country skis donated by
Benchmark, tickets to the Fisher The-
atre and various video club member-
ships.

Some of the ltems golng on the aue-
tlon block are a kot alr balloon ride do-
nated by Eagle's Nest Balloon Rides,
lunch with Ernle Harwell, a cham-
pagne flight for two over Detrolt do-
nated by Tradewinds Aviatlon, dinner
for two at Win Shuler's in Marshall
which includes a round-trip flight in a
private plane donated by Sky Trak Avi-
atlon and a weckend overnight package
for two at the Sheraton Oaks in Novl

The volunteer auction committee
continues to accept gifts through Mon-
day, April 21, by calling the center,
477-8404,

Advance tickets are available now in
the center, 24705 Farmington Road, for
$3, or §5 per couple. They can also ba
purchased at the door,

Among the Items going up for auction Friday,
April 26, an unsually high number of them aro
hand created. Needlework, high qaulity craft

teces and art works havo come In large number
from tho Instructors who work in Farmington
Community Centér for the sllent or live auctions
that have become the conter's major fund. or

RANDY BORST/tatt phot

{at left) Penny Sage, Margo Sartini and Glorla
Walpa hava amassed about 200 Items that will ba
spread throughout the building for tho :sllent
auction,”or go on the auction block, Advance
tickets aro atlil available'in the center. Because.
of the limited number:the houss!can Hold; It is*
vary unlikely that tickets will be availablo at tho

of the year. Auction comlittee heads Flo Keston .

door. - Lh.




