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Betting Up 35% Crowds Show 44% Hike

Wolverine Enjoying Business Boom

Business is booming at Wol-
verine Raceway and statistics
for the first 10 nights of the
meeting show attendance up 40
per cent and wagering 3 per
cent above figures for the
same number of nights a year

ago.

And the horsemen are a
happy lot these nights as their
pacers and trotters race to
faster times than ever in their
careers

Especially are they de-
lighted that the first 1:58 mile
over the big mile track was
recorded by a Michiganbred. a
five vear old son of Knox Han-
over who stands at the Burrell
Downing farm on W. Seven
Mile Read just outside of
Northville

IT WILL BE A long time
before Wolverine's official
family forgeis the doings of
Saturday night when no less
than seven wagering and track
records were shattered

Getting back to Knox Patch.
the speedy son of Knox Hano-
ver, beat a fast field including
the spectacular Robert E
Adios for hs 1°58 clacking.

With Bobby Williams, the
native of Comstock Park.
Mich.. in the sulky, Knox
Pateh pulled out of the fourth
spot midway down the long
nome stretch and sped past
Robert E. Adios and Fanny
Mite for a victory by a length.

Fanny Mite. Michigan's

premier pacing mare who is
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owned by Bill Longo of Far-
mington.” was in front as the
field turned into the stretch.
That's when Robert E, Adios.
handled by Chris- Boring.
charged into the lead with
Kuox Patch coming up fast on
the outside.

1t was a'three horse race to
the wire with Knox Patch pull-
ing away in the final 50 yards
to win by a length, -

It was so close that the offi-
cial timer caught Robert E.
Adios in 1:38.1 and Fanny Mite
in 1:38.4. Five of the seven
pacers were under 2:00 with
the seventh ctocked in 2:02.

For Williams it was two sub-
2:00 victories on the same

evening. W\ulher first for the
big mileltrack. Earlier he
guided Bje Bye Dannibyrd
under the wire in 1:59.4. equal-
ing the track record set a week
before by C A los

FANS \VERE IN a betting
mood all through the night but
the big race. the eighth, found
them at their best. When the
muluel machines stopped for
the race, the crowd had wag-
ered $85.750, bettering Wolver-
ine's record for a single race.
The former mark was $83.465
set on June 3, 1967.

Incidentally. Saturday’s
crowd of 12,671 was another
all-time high for that night and

the second largest atténdance
at the plant. It boosted the
nightly average to 8752 —
another mark for 19 nights.

Track officials knew they
were in for one of the biggest
nights business-wise when the
nightly double pool soared to
$68,894. That shattered the
previous high by more than
$11,000 and started the way to
the record making extrava-
ganza.

‘The former high for a double
pool was $57.074 on April 15,
1967.

The nightly double was
hardly history until another

wagering mark went down the
drain. That came in the Big
Perfecta when the handle
climbed to $66.774

Jt was followed by Knox
Patch with his 1:58 and the
record for wagering on a single
race and to climax the evening
the betting on the Perfecta.
closing event: of the evening.
hit another high with a total of
$§57.892.

.« e
AND THAT ALL added up to
a total of $816.972 for the night
... the first time Wolverine
cracked the $800.000 barrier.

Taken all together, another

mark vanished when track of-
ficials found they had handled
$1,451,460 on Friday and Satur-
day. That shattered the record
set a week earlier of §1,367,778.

Now the track is looking
forward to even greater things
during the coming weekend
with the traditional Merchants
and Manufacturers trot slated
for Friday with an estimated
purse of $25.000.

Then on Saturday. Racing
Secretary Bill Connors is hop-
ing to arrange another card
equal to that of last Saturday

the one that turned out to be
the greatest record producing
program in Wolverine history.

Plymouth Elks Muff Chances;
Drop ‘D’ Title to Dearborn

For the Plymouth Elks Class
D baseball team," it was a
season in Manager Wayne

.

Sparkman’s own words “in
which we just couldn't cash in
on the big ones.”

FASTEST MILE ever recarded at Wolverine Race-
way was made by Knox Paich, a Michiganbred five year
old. who is shown crossing the finish line in 1. 58 over
the big mile track. With Bob Willlams in the sulky, Knox

row °649.90

ek

In the final of the Greater
Livonia playoffs, the Elks lost to
Warholak Uniroyal Tire of

Redford.
AGAIN FRIDAY, the Elks
played for a title — this time in

Patén came from far back in the long stretch to beat
Robert E. Adios by a length. The latter was clocked in
1:58.1. The 1.58 mile was the second fastest in Michi-

gan history for a pacer.

State Golf Pros Clash In ‘Open’

Arhateurs haven't had much
success in the Michigan Open
Championship

In the Open’s 50 vear histo-
ry. amateurs have only won

" on five occasions. The last vie-

tory was in 1946 when Chuck
Koesis of Red Run took his

- second: consecutive champion-
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ship al the Black River Coun-
try

Fcr 23 straight years profes-
sionals have dominated the
event. Last year’'s winner was
professional Chuck Knowles of
Holland.

Bedford Valley Country Club
will host the 51st Michigan
Open, Thursday through Sun-
day, Aug. 20-23. The 180-player

“starting field includes 115 pro-

fessionals and 65 amateurs
from all over the State. The
Battle Creek layout was the
site of the 1969 tournament.

A change of exemptions by
the Michigan PGA Tournament
Committee served as impetus
for a record 352 entries to
qualify for the 61 openings.

Qualifying was held at Bed-
ford Valley. Silver Lake in
Rockford and-Plum Hollow in
Southfield

Seven past winners are en-

MID-SUMMER SPECIAL — ENJOY YEAR AROUND FUN

SWIM 6 MONTHS IN A 78° HEATED POOL — SKATE THROUGHOUT THE WINTER

ACTUAL PHOTO OF AQUA STAR POOL

PHONE 425-8830

AQUA S1AR POOLS

16’ x 32" — 4' TO 7' DEEP. WE HAVE ONLY 21 LEFT.
FREE HEATER — FREE SLIDE —

COMPLETELY INSTALLED TO POOL.

CHOICE OF COLORS ® SIDES & CARPETING
ON 8 PATI A DECK )

AVOID POLLUTION -- TRAFFIC HAZARDS -- CROWDED BEACHES

YOU WILL KNOW WHERE YOUR CHILDREN l
ARE WHEN YOU OWN AN AQUA STAR;

SEE OUR DISPLAY AT 28875 JOY ROAD, WESTLAND

FREE SPRINGBOARD

ALL KECESSARY ACCESSORIES
INCLUDES ALL ELECTRICAL WIRING

ENJOY HEALTHY FAMILY FUN WITH YOUR
OWN PRIVATE RECREATION CENTER

2 Blocks Eant of Middisbalt

BANK TERMS AVAILABLE

*3950

tered in the 1970 Champion-
ship, worth a record $10,000.

They include: Charles
Knowles: John Molenda: Mike
Souchak: two-timer first place
finisher Gene Bone: Thom
Rosely: three-time victor Wal-
ter Burkemo and four-time
winner John Barnum.

The field will play 18 holes
on Thursday and Friday and
then will cut to the low 60's
and ties for Saturday and Sun-
day play.

Will Officiate

Former Michigan State All-
American_football guard Don
Mason is a member of the Big -
Ten's grid officiating corps for

1970. R

First Team

First team All-America
honors have gone to 41 Michigan
State football players since -
1849,

the Inter Cities tournament.

Once more the Elks came up |,
short — by a runin a 7-6, heart
breaking loss to Dearborn. It
took Dearborn two extra in-
nings to achieve the victory
with walks leading to four of
their runs.

Allin all, however, Sparkman
was happy the way the season
went.

“We were playing a lot of our
younger boys from the high
school team . . . mostly those
who'll be back nexl season,” he
said

“Considering that many of
our opponents had varsity high
school teams intacl during the
summer, it indicates we could
have ourselves a fine prep team
next spring.”

An encouraging aspect, 100,
for Sparkman was the way his
Elks didn't quit. They came into
the seventh inning against
Dearbornon the short end of a 6-
5score and quickly tied matters
to force the extra play.

Dearborn scored once in the
first inning, but the Elks
bounced back with two runs in
their hal{ of the inning when
Pete Jenner singled, Steve
Straley walked and Mark
Bidigare drilled a long triple.

STEVE LATIN'S homer tied
it for Dearborn in the fourth, but
Plymouth quickly struck for
three more runs in the bottom of
the third.

This time Straley was safe on
an error and Bidigare singled.
Ken Rocco drove in Straley with
a single and Paul Meels
followed with a single that
pushed in two runs.

Dearborn struck with four
runs in the sixth with a three-
run hamer by Latin, the mighty
blow of that inning.

Then in the seventh, Jenner
walked, Mark Schroeder
singled and so did Greg

- Wassman to tie the game for the

Elks.

Bat in the ninth a walk helped
pave the way for the game's
deciding run.

Bidigare had two hits and so
did Meeks for the losers. Each
drove in two runs.

Bidigare pitched six innings
with Schroeder finishing. He
was the loser.
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of the Hambletonian

LADIES NITE
Every Tuesday admitted
FREE to Grandstand.
SENIOR CITIZENS
Every nite 13 price
to Grandstand
with Medicare
Card

POST TIME B:30 P.M.

in the grand mila track tradition

NIGHTLY PERFECTA

DOUBLE BIG P ( BETTING

st & 208 racal o110y 1t rea)

10 RACES NIGHTLY Resarvations: €A 1-7178

Easy-to-get-to DRC
Schoolcraft and
Middlebelt
in Livonia
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Just reading or watching (on television) about
the recent developments at Goose Lake or it could
have been Woodstock are enough to make your stom-

ach rattle. 1

i Talk to reporters who' actually were therg
and you wonder: “What’s the sense of carrying on.
Things have reached an impossible situation.”

And, to realize that many of those who went to
Goose Lake come from right arotind our neighbor-
hoods . . . maybe they live next door, or down the
street.

What's happening to our teenagers and those just
beyond that stage in life?
71t sure wasn't like. thxs when we were that age .
lorwasit? .,
P

ASK SOME OF THE KIDS . . . ask your own
teenagers as we have done . . . on why they do some ~
of the things they do . . . and they respond. “What
else is there to,do?”

. You listen and you think. Most of the movies
today bar teenagers unless they come with mom and
pop. That means a couple.out on a date get stopped
unless they have faked their identifications. -

It wasn’t that way when we were kids. Most
movies were for folks of all ages.

Remember how we used to have Eastland and
Westland and Walled Lake where we could darde and
enjoy the grealest orchestras ever — Glenn Miller,
Harry James, -Tommy and Jlmmy Dorsey, ‘Wuodv
Herman, etc.?

There’s nothing around now like that! H

So, maybe that's why our kids go exploring - . . -
to the Goose Lakes and where have you. N?k_e. we
say, maybe. We don’t have the answer. ¥

But one can take heart when he looks around and -
sees the part that athletics are contributing to trying
to keep society on a sensible plam

« = .

SURE, WE COULD be wrong. But it strikes us
from our observations right here in Observer-
1land — from Garden City to Southfield and Farming-
;ton — that the boys and girls who engage in sports
'are less apt to wind up at the Goose Lakes.

I put the subject to a young lady who's been
around thé school situation for a long time.

‘““Athletics; give the boys an exira guaj she
i said. “If you succeed in grade school or junidr high,
; yull now set your sights for success in high. sqlool .
. for your various teams.

t

“The rewards are very hlgh for the ho\'}; who
stand out in high school sports. They can get free-
ride scholarships to college or they might get them~
selves a bonus to turn pro in baseball.

“Look what success means for the college ath-
lete these days . . . in some cases almost million dol-
lar contracts to sign as pruiesswnals

She paused . .

“If you're an athlete. too, and a studenl‘ you're
very busy . . - you don't have time to run iroond.
By the time you ve finished the day in th} class-
room, by the time you have finished youst home-
work, by the time you have practiced . . § you're
pretty tired.” :

[
THE PRETTY .ONE. might have noted that

most athletes somehow realize their “*extra” import-
ance to the community and seek to set an example.

Usually, it’s a good example, which is why they
don’t become involved with the troublesome aspects
of life as we have it in our communities today.

All of which gets around to a subject that most
of us can be thankful for . . . that in the communities
in which we live there is a great effort being made to
i present topnotch athletic programs. not alone on the
! school level. but during the summer in recreation
sponsored activities. B

To put all this on take money ... your mo |'=y and
my money ... out of the tax bites being made'pf us.

Each of us has faced a millage vote in recent
vears. Several such votes. All of us know what each
such vote means . . . more money for the schools if
it passes.

The reluctance has been there, to say no, and
see what happens. But by'and large the majority of
the votes have spelled out /*yes."”

This has kept alive,schoolboy and schoolgirl
sports and other activities, outside the class room,
from the lower grades on up.

Now commuinity recreation has become bigger
than ever. Right here in Observerland, the cities are
coming up with hockey ‘arenas, golf courses and
more chances-for one and all to enjoy some phase of
sport.

It has been encouraging to note how the number
of teenage baseball teams has swelled each summer
hereabouts.

For awhile, it appeared that this age-! racket
baseball was dead . . . giving way- to Little i.eague
and Pony League and other types of ball for xids 14
and under.

But with ‘more boys 15-19 getting a chérlce to
play on established teams all during the symmer,
they are less .apt to steer off the happy course we
hope they’ll follow in life.

So, take heart! Some patience and understanding
on the teenage problem might help, too.
By all of us.



