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Teacher layoffs dip this year

By Joanne Malinzowaki
stalf wrltor

recommendations we make to the

It's that time of year agaln when
Farmington teachers reach Into their
matiboxes to find pink slips.

Because of contlnued declinlng en-
roliment in the district and teachers re-
turning from lcaves of abscnce, 42
teachers will be receiving layoff no-
tices from the Farmington School Dls-
trict.

“In the last several years this has
been one of the most uncomfortable

board of " sald Superintend-
ent Lewls Schulman.

School trustees unanlmously voted 7-
© to authorize the layoifs which are ef-
fective June 14.

But not all 42 teachers will be with-
out a job when schiool doors open in the
fall. Anticipating teacher retlrements,

T n

tors expect to recall 26 of the 42 teach-

crs at the beginnlng of the schoal year.,
“This |3 the smallest number {of

layoffs) we have had in 2 number of
years,” sald Zan Altey, executive direc-
(on Asso-

ers will be recalled, the layo!f natlces
are required to be lssued by April 30,
to terms of the contract be-

tor of the F
clation (FEA).

In 1984, trustees authorized the
layoff of 76 teachers, 10 of whom re-
main on the recall llst, Schulman said.

“The numbers are reduclng,” Schul-
man added. “I hope In the next two
years we'll see the eventual ellmina-
tion of the pink-slipplng of teachers.”

Even though administrators and
FEA offlcials ksiow some of the teach-

tween (he distriet and the FEA, as well
as state law. .

Attempts to reduce the layoff llst
this year resulted in the involuntary
transfer of more teachers, sald Robert
Coleman, dlstrict personnel director.
Thls year, flve teachers are belng In-
voluntary transferred as comparced to
cu&rec or four in previous years, ke add-

Parents protest teacher transfer

Continuod trom Pago 1

have taken place at elementary schools
for some time as enrollment has de-
clined.

Of the five teachers to be trans-
ferred, three are at the high school
level, one at the middte school and an-
other at the elementary level.

MacKenzie has been teachlng two
vocal music classes at North and three
classes at Warner Middle School, sald
Robert Coleman, district personnel di-
rector.

Now because of declining enrollment
In the high schools and teachlng assign-
ment changes that must be made at
North Farmington, MacKenzle has “be-
come an Involuntary transfer,” Cole-
man sald.

Although two classes of vocal musle
will be offered at North In the fall,
other tcaching assignment changes
would Jeave MacKenzic with only those
two classes 10 teach. While she Is certi-
fied to teach soclal studles, she Is un-
able to bump the existing soclal studles
teachers, Coleman sald.

With assignment changes due In the

uont_Jreece /e

SPRING

fall, music teachers will each have a

school of thelr own rather than having
to be shared between schools, Coleman

sal

and two high schools," Coleman sald.

MacKenzie and the other four teach-
ers have thelr cholee of where they
wish to be transferred based on their
credentials and qualificatlons, Cole-
man said,

In mld-May, Coleman said, the invol-
untary transfer tcachers will be placed
accerding to thelr cholce, followed by
the teachers caming back frem leave
of abscnce. When teachers in the two
graups have been placed, teachers who
have been laid off will be considered,
he sald.

Despite adminlstrators' attempts to
explain the situatlon, which has caused
the involuntary transfers, parents were
still unhappy.

“Ladles and gentlemen, I fear for the
future of my daughters. Their future Is
in your hands,” said Ruth McKinnon.
She has two daughters who witl be en-
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“Mrs. MacKenzie has the optlon of
selecting one of four middle schoals

tering North in the fall.

Ancther parent asked adminlstrators
why more vocal music classes couldn't
be added to the curriculum so the pro-
gram could be enhanced and MacKen-
zie could stay at North.

“] think there ls a way out for the
board and admin!stratlon by offering a

class that's deslred,” sald Tom Lowric,
suggesting a class on musle theory.
But adminlstrators repeated that
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they had no cholce.

“This change was carefully cxa-
mined and In light of the needs of the
district will be implanted,” Schulman
told parents,

Doggedly factual

Here are some interesting facts
about humans® favorite companion, the

a

og:

® The Tahittan bear dog s the
rarest breed of dog, with only flve
known examples surviving. The dogs
were formerly used for hunting big
game by the Tahitlan Indlans of west-
ern Canada.

® The Yorkshire terrier, the
Chthuahua and the toy poodle arce the
smallest breeds of dog. Minlature ver-
sicps have been known lo weigh Jess
than 16 ounces ln adulthood.

® As a specles, the St. Bernard is the
biggest breed, The heaviest example
welghs 305 pounds, standing 39 Inches
at the shoulder.

ACT-SAT Testing
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