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Area Ford plant ‘factory of future’

Ford Motor Co. is calling its Livonta transmls-
sion plant a “factory of the future,”

“Many of the 'factory-cf-the-future' innovations
you've heard our competition talk about already
are functioning here at Livonla Transmisalon and
down at the Lima (Ohlo) Englne Plant,” sald Max L.
.llurosek, general manager for powertrain opera-
Ulons,

Jurosek took national news media on a tour of
the two plants that will make the drivetrain for the
company's 1996 {ront-wheel-drive Ford Taurus and
Mercury Sable. The Livonia plant will make the
automatie four-speed overdrive transaxle; Lima,
the 3.0-lter V-6 englne.

“The roots of the future arc In these plants”
Jurosck said, descrlbing Livonta and Lima as “clos-
€T to the paperless fuclory” thun any otber North
American transmisslon or engine plant.

AMONG INNOVATIONS at the Liventa Trans-
misslon Plant:

® A state-of-the-art “local area network," one of
the largest and most complex In the warldwide
auto industry, linking 850 computer-contrelled ma-
chines. By fall, the network will connect all elec-
tronic control devices that help run the machines
on the plant floor, as well as personal computers
and data p g il e net-
work, Jurosek noted, will enable all the plant's
computers to “talk" to each other, greatly improv-
ing Information exchange.

1) 4
Ron Darga, operator In Ford's Llvonia
Teansmisslon plant, chocks a cutaway
skatch ol a transaxle caso casting
agalnst a number on a computer tormi-
nal {background) to locate the source of
an internal {eak. Ford bills the plant ao a
“factory of the future.”
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WE SPECIALIZE IN
RE-SURFACING AND
Protective Coating of ExIsting
Driveways or Parking Lots
647-2373 or 642-9169

Ron Grelner

Bone Density Testing
for painless detection of
Osteoporosis

All Medical Insurances fk:epred
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SPRING MINIATURE
Show & Sale

Saturday, Apri 27, 1 [=]=1=]
900 am. to 4:00 pm.

Troy Hitton Inn
1-75 at Maple Rd.
Troy, Michigsn

Minioturos by 85
‘autatonding artisans
ond dealers from 17
atoces.

Ooar Prizat
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® The world's targest known cellection of high-
power lascr welding systems, resulting in greater
precislon and savings in material, labor and time.

@ Dlamond and solld carblde tooling, which pro-
duce better quallty finishes in half the time and
Insﬂ 20 to 40 times Jonger than conventlonal stecl
tools, . .

® Machines which check the quallty level of the
parts belng produced, alerting machine operators
to ping trends, Other ¥ analyze thelr

coilcgues llke a doctor with an EKG, reading each
machine’s “vibratlon slgnature.

o Automated guided vehicles {AGVs) for deliv-
cry and transfer of ali major componcnts.

“This technology not only scrves today, It
rehearses and provides the viable cholees for to-
morrow,” he noted.

THE FORD exccutive said, “We're confldent that
these two manufacturing plants take Ford Motor
Co. into a Jeadership position in North Amerlea in
efficiency, technology and quality. And we're very
close to achloving world leadershlp in some areas.”

The company Invested $1.2 bllllon in new tools,
facilities and launch costs to bulld Taurus and
Sable's all-new drivetrain, with Livonla and Lima
receiving nearly $700 million of that.

“The dlvision and plant objectives established for
the Taurus and Sable drivetraln programs were by
far the most ambitlous ever undertaken in a new
transmisslon or engine program.

Lewls C. Veraldl, vice preatdent for luxury and
large car engineering and planning, said the result
“represents the product of virtually flve years of
painstakingly hard work and dedication on the part
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Grand Rapids ¢ 28th & Breton Rd. ® Phe
All stores open Daily 10 to 6; Monday, Thursday & Friday
*it 9; Troy and Fairlanc open Sunday 12:00 to 5:30.

of everyone connected with the program.”

He described the Taurus and Sable powertrain as
highly reliable, extremely durable and fuel-cffl-
clcn; (estimated at 20 mpg clty and almost 30 high-
way).

Employees’ roles have changed, Jurosck ob-
served. “Tt used to be that management planned the
machinery, layout and work stations, made design
changes, worked with suppliers, planaed the train-
Ing, and 50 on,

“The AXOD and V-8 projects, however, began
with hourly employees and salaried employces
working slde by aide as teams in making or having
Important input Into those declslons.”

At Livonla, a direct suppller llnk through a tele-
phone modem gives Instantaneous vendor feedback
on transmisslon case quallty. :

AND PICK UP

25% SAVINGS.

During Gorman’s
45th Anniversary Sale, Save 25%
on all Heritage Upholstery
and Drexel Sectionals.

It's our birthday, but you’re getting the

- gifts. The enitire selection of versatile and
comfortable Drexel and Heritage modular
units at 25% off their original price. That
goes for love seats, sofas and chairs, too.
You'll also find over 400 fashion fabrics to
choose from, in natural colors and textures,
stylish leather and outstanding prints. So
when you go to pieces, you can put them
together any way you can imagine. Or allow
our professional designers to assist you.
(They’ll even make house visits.)

Either way, you'll save 25%. That includes
special orders!

And while we're in the celebrating mood,
here’s another gift: storewide savings of 10-50%.

These are savings no one else can hold a
candle to. So hurry and help us celebrate.

GORTATS

Southfield ® Telegraph at 12 Mile » Phone: 353-9880
Troy ® W. Blg Beaver at Crooks ¢ Phone: 649-2070
Fairlanc ® 260 Town Center Drive ® Across from Fairlane Mall

® Dearborn ® Phone: 336-034

GORMAN
GO TO PIECES

0
one: 243-5466

TV auction
tops budget

The Channel 66 Auc-
tion bas ralsed a pro-
Jected tota) of more than
$638,000, topping last
year's total by $15,000.
The auctlon represents 11
percent of the public tele-
viaton station’s operating
budget.

Merchants contributed
more than 9,000 items
during the 17th anoual
{fund-raiser, The nine-dny
sellathon  for Detroll’s
publlc television station
alred April 12-20,
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