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Accentuate positive in career art goais

This Is anothet lesson on art and!
drawing by speclal columnist Davld
Messing. He has
tavght for cight
years and oper-
ates an art
store, Art Store
and More, 16340
Middlebelt,
Livonia, 522-
6311, Messing
encourages ¥ 4 X8 -
questions and comments from read-
ers. You may write him at his store or
c/0 Observer Newspapers, 23352
FArmington Road, Farmington, MI
48024

By David Messing
apecial wrller

“Hi! my name s Davld 'n’ I'm gonna
be a commercial artlst.” That wus my
apening line when 1 met someone for
the flrst time,

“Good for you Sonny,” most people
would say as they rubbed my brush cut
hairdo.

Of course most people didn’t know

Dance to honor
Holocaust victims

By Lisa Simon
speclal writer

The Festlval Dancers are “a troupe
of mature dancers deallng with mature
themes,” said Harrlet Berg, director.

This small working company has re-
cently transformed itself from a hap-
py-go-lucky chlildren’s carnival troupe
Into a serlouy, first rate compaony.

Currently, the Festlval Dancers are
reviving an exceptional, well-received
piece, the “Parting,” known previously
as “Tzvlling — The Twins,” It will be
given at 3 p.m., Sunday, May-5, at the
Jewlsh C ity Center of West

artifacts

what a commercial artist was and T
certainly dlda’t either. It sure brought
me lots of favorable remarks though, I
think I got the Idea from a career book
at the school llbrary.

1 can’t remember how old I was, but
1 was at my Grandpa Messing's house
and to Impress Grandpa I hit him with
the old “I'm gonna be a commerclal
artlst” line. Smiling he sald, “then let's
go talk to my ncighbor beeauze he bs
onc.” Excited that Grandpa cared, I re-
member walking a step or two ahead of
him and thinking to mysclf “Wow . . .
I'm gonna meet a for-real commerclal
artlst.”

As the nclghbor stepped out of his
house, Grandpa sald, “this Is my grand-
son, David, and he wants to be a com-
meecial artlst.” The nelghbor had a
closed-mouth smile, you know the kind
that doesn’t reglster In the eyes. Come

40th annlversary of the demise of the
Nazt regime. Berg will employ dance
as an art form to deplct both the larger
izsue of the Holocaust and the more
personal tragedy of the twins, to mark
the anniversary.

In 1981, when Berg went full force
with this theme, she corresponded with
Sophie Maslow, New York choreogra-
pher and folk culturalist. Maslow was
equally cxclted about the idea and
qulckly agreed to do the chorcography.

Her creation was “perfect,” nccord-
ing to Berg. Shortly after this agree-
ment, Maslow came te Detroit for a 10
:i_ny scholar-In-restdency at the Jewish

Bloomficld as a part of the Ci
of Jewlsh Dance and Musle.

The story line revolves around a
young girl who visits a grave, Utillzing
a stream of consclousness approach
made famous by modern dance pio-
ncer, Martha Graham, the girl journeys
through a series of flashbacks brought
on by the presence of the grave and
death. The flashback scquence covers
various instances In her childhood.

This solemn theme is onc that haunt-
ed Berg for yeara. Irviog Berg, Berg's
husband of rnore than 25 years was
born §n this country after his mother, &
twln, emigrated from Poland to Amerl-
ca.

THE TWIN who remained In a small
Jewslh community in Poland was a vie-
tim of the Holocaust. She and her whole
family were destroyed by Nazl Germa-
ny. A large family portralt hanglog In
the Bergs' living room may be divided
completely in half. One slde of the pho-
tographed family lived and the other
half died.

Berg chose dance as the artistic me-
dium to portray the shadowy history of
her own Jewish heritage in this centu-

Y.

Apri! 18 Is Holocaust Memorial Day.
1t Is appropriate that the “Parting” be
braught back thls year in honor of the

Colonials, Ranches,
Cape Cods from
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A unique blend of traditional and contemporary homes...
with Spectacular Vauled Ceilings, Open Foyer Balconies, Handerafted
Woodwork, Including Designer Kitchens and Baths.

Located in the rolling hills of Northville, cach home & =t
beauty, with special atention given to custom features and design, Expeti-
ence the joy of watching us creating your dream come true. N

Center in order te help pol-
ish the plece. She instructed the danc-
ers bersell and rearranged the chosen
musle with the permlssion of compos-
er, Sol Kaplan.

PREPARING and presenting a fin-
ished dance I5 always difficult. Like
many compantes, perfectlon la the goal
of the Festival Dancers. In order to
prepare for the “Parting,” the dancers
themselves had to formalize and under-
stand the attltudes toward the Holo-
caust and Jewlsh llfe in Eastern Eu-
;?pe before the beglnning of World War

Berg commends the troupe for “thelr
ability to extrapolate folk culture
‘bal "

to think of It, maybe It was a grimace.

As he put hls band on my shoulder he
bent over and sald, “son,” and I leancd
toward him to drink in every word,
“get that thought cut of your head and
go into one of the trades like carpentry,
plumblin’ or electrical llke your grand-
pa herc.” My mouth dropped open, my
cyes bugged out in shock and it felt llke
even my brush cut lald down flat to my
zealp.

IT WAS as i be punched me in the
future and atill worse, he punched me
in my dream. Llke a bell without a
clapper 1 stood mute and llstened to

his disgruntled artist. I mustered a
smille, but spoke not a ward, for qulte
some time,

1 am not and was not a strong-willed
persen, but before the wind was com-
pletely out of my sali T thought to
mysel!, “that's just him . . . maybe he

atn’t that good and maybe I'll be bet-
ter.” What a preclous seed Is a young
person’s dream and what a lender reed
Is the first sight of Its fruition.

Just last week my wife and I marv-
eled at how some flowers had already
pushed thelr way out of the soll in re-
spanse o the flckle spring-time sun. It
Just so happened that a fow days later
we were hit with two days of snow flur-

ries.

When I Tocked at the fragile flowers
they were humbled under an inch of
snow. Within hours, however, the sun
reappeared and melted the snow and
the ncw plants appeared to be unaffect-
ed. Now all of the aspirations for the
flower’s life is In its sced and fraglte
beginnings of roots,

Perhaps In this lght, the flowers,
though on a much lower plain of exis-
tence, are stronger than ourselves, Be-
cause our asplrations tend to germi-
nate or decay with the most recent
{forecast of promise or doom.

And what a blessing it is to have
someonc glve us an emotional boost in
the down times and a realistic rap on
the knuckles in the up times. Be it writ-
ing or rhyming, drawing or painting,

MIDDLE STRAITS LAKEFRONTI

deted home |

sculpting, dancing, ete., the artlat must
do his or her art, Just like the flower
must obey its genetie blueprint.

THE ARTIST must at some time, .

somchow, ventilate artistle urges to
create or express, So if you are the art-
ist then realize that there will be both
ups and downs and positive and nega-
tive input in your Hfetime of artistic
expression. I{ you arc the parent or
friend of an arilst then you supply the
honest pratse or constructive criticlsm
that will help the artist do hls or her

art,

_The artist is sometimes a “leance™
tooklng for support and sometlmes a
“Ilitec” raising his fans to view his or
her work,

Not long after my visit to Grandpa
Messing's, 1 was right back at the local
art store with my drcams burning as
bright as ever. I used to love to look at
the art roaterlals, tauch the brushes,

* loak at the papers, study the colors and

peck through the glass showcase and
ask, “What's an alrbrush?”
Come to think of it I would probably

have thrown me out if I was the owner, |

Not really. Every once In a while some

Kid will come In my store without a- [

cent to hls name and ask a hundred dol-
lars in questions. I have to smile to
myscl{ as I wonder how I was watched
by the owner of the art store I fre-
quented. .
My dream soon changed from a com-
mercial artlst to an artist that owned
an art store. My dream began to germl-
nate when the economy was nol just-
experlencing snow flurries. No, it was
an al! out blizzard. ¥
Against all odds and advice of most
peaple, we opened the Art Store &
More in 1979, with the support of my~
wite and mother-In-daw. Dreams re-
quire tremendous effort and support
So you support the dream with the hope
that the dream will, one day, support

you. With andncrease In volume and an s

over abundance of students my dream
has more than come true. In fact It's
overflowlng into a new store in the city
of Plymouth.

So hold.on tight to your dreams’
whatever they may be, Try to accenty-
ate the positlve and eliminate the nega-
tive. Learn all you can about your par-
ticular art and . . . oh yes, work .
work. . . wark.
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new vinyl Y
new carpeting, Concrete boat faunch an
value for lakefront buyer. Call now, won't last! 826-8100, $104,900.

o slding, newer roof, b and
d sandy beach with 40° deck. Excellent

FOR THE TRANSFEREE! Meticulously

d Colontal

mately 2,650 sq. ft. of uiurmlnsrilvlng
concepts with beamed family room.

828-9100. $119,900,

FARMINGTON GREEN prasents spa-
cioun Colonial backing to park area In
family oriented subdivislon. Features
bay window, marble sills, move in
SIMPLE ASSUMPTION.

through

In order (o make the plece unlversal,
Maslow also stressed the “Parting's”
non-verbal effectivencss.

ONE MEMBER of Lhe troupe
clalmed, “the ‘Partlng’ is an honor and
a tribute — a focus on the spirlts of the
people still living.”

Pianlst Alex Resln, former member
of the Moscow Philharmonic will pres-
ent selecled works as part of the cele-
bration,

For further information call, §81-
1000,

Accented

Custom Homas from
Your Plans or Qurs. N

626-9100. $115,900,

AT AT
FARMINGTON HILLS!
maintained Ranch bonsta full finished
basement with extra bedroom or den,
neutral decor and excellant family
nelghborhood with swim club avail-
able. 626-9100. $64,900,

53
.y X
Benutifully

Lake i

BLOOHFIELD IILLS
cellent Colonial in Covington-by-the-

SCHOOLS, Ex-

nd sp
room sizes. Library, neutral decor, all
situated on wooded
$138,500.

lot. 851-8100.

CONTEMPORARY DECOR

impressive Southfleld 1% atory with

highlights

tevelor blinde, track

ment,

tntehad

block

pl
basement with bonus room, 6268-9100.

,9

$51,800.

SOUTHFIELD| Attractive Ranch on
corner tot includes finished basc-
poreh, 3 car garage,
for young family. 626-9100.

COUNTRY LIVING yet close to every-
thing Is featured with this atiractive
1% story Including 4 bodrooms, Flori-
da room with covered porch, great lo-
cation for children and pota, 851-8100.

CUSTOM BUILT Ranch

Country area with clty convenience,
tncludes extra enorgy saving insula-
tion, hoatalor fireplace in family room.
LAND CONTRACT TERMS. 626-9100.

$92,800.

in prime

{ona in

CRANBROOK VI GE!

Excellont
Ranch in prime area includes 3 bed-
rooms, first floor laundry, newer root

spacious Colonlal with 4 bedrooms
lower tevel),
fonced yuard with covered patio and
barbecue, 851-8100. $63,900,

with we!l maintained ranch with op-
tlon 4th bedroom or den. Carport plus
garago, great vatue for young famlly.

FAl
coursel
Ceontral alr,

STIC HOME ovorlooking golf

P

inground gunite pool with po;l Irouna.
groat setup for inlaw auite, and more.
Redford Schoals.

Call for detalle.

626-9100. $118,500.

WEST BLOOMFIELD SCHOOLS and

Sylvan/Olter Lake priviieges Included
with supor sterter home with new
tamily room, energy saving firoplace,

Sales by

ACCENT MARKETING SERVICE, INC.

. ™ A and driveway. Good value, BIRMING- Nl located |
Models Open Dally 1:00 to 7:00 B HAM SCHOOLS. 628-9100. $85,000. 851-8100. $55,800. all loca d h quiot area. 851-8100.
Weekends 1:00 to 6:00 % [otite
Call Debble Brown 349-2880 V’#, o : s s . 5 Con
Bullt & Dovel - Norin off ' BLOOMFIELD HILLS : SOMFIELD
F:sacwu:\p&?ngr 8 Mila on Bradnor Drive § Shte = O E ,WE'ST B~L9°M’FIE»LD :
Elbaz Construction Co. « toLitypad Court 1520 N, Woodwatd " 31000 Notthweslern .. i Orchard Lake Ad.
. . -"siiong Lake RY. * . at 13 Mife Ad. . N alLong Laks A4, s tope PineRd.

. 689-8900 651-8850

"-647-5,100:
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In Crealive Living




