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SEMTA eyes overhaul of transit plan

By Kathy Parzish
staff writor

A translt study planned by Southeast
- Michigan Councll of Governments
i (SEMCOG] for next year may get und-
\ erway now,
| SEMCOG's E: [

It Policy Plan immedlately. The seven
county study of transit was scheduled
for 1988,

At a mectlng of Oakland County
SEMCOG members Tuesday, Exccu-
tive Director John M. Amberger safd
the transit study will analyze existing

will vote tomorrow whether to start
the planned Southeast Michlgan Trans-

Thomas Turncr, chairman of the
SEMTA hoard of dlrectors, Is urging
the Michlgan Leglstature to act qulckly
ont' transportation authority's request
{or additlonal money to complete con-
struction of the Downtown People

n 1 B an
“It's a generle plan. We want to look
at what's needed and varleus ways

People Mover aid

Detrolt, and by extenslon, the rest of
the southeast Michigan area.

“Fallure to act will add to the final
cost of the project, will prohibit
SEMTA from issulng contracis for the
continuation of wark, and will ultl-

those needs could be fulfilled,” Am-
berger told the in

Authority (SEMTA).
But Ambx

‘Township Hall.

SEMCOG REGULARLY undertakes
transportation studles of arca roads
and corridors.

It has, though, left implementation
and plannlng of transit to the

asked

Turner and Acting General Manager
Albert Martin will meet with House
Speaker Gary Owen to further dlscuss
the DPM fundlng sltuation.

said SEMCOG ‘has
been urged to take a good look at the
financially troubled authority, which
has cut back Eu: lm‘-ylcc drastlealiy

tion on the table to ralse dialogue be-
tween the city and suburbs.”

FARMINGTON HILLS dclegate
JoAnn Soronen, who is SEMCOG's rep-

to SEMTA from Oakland

and p.
costs with its Downtown Peaple Mover
PM).

SEMTA bas announced it plans to
shut down between October and Febru-
ary if it falls to get clther a rencwal of
federal operating aid or voter approval
of a local tax subsldy.

“There Isn't anyone I know who
thinks SEMTA could pass a sales tax
this year,” sald Amberger. He suggest-
ed the only chance for the tax would be
If counties could purchase the scrvice
they desire instead of having SEMTA
dectide where to place buses.

“We need to try to get more [nforma-
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Mover (DPM). mately bring the profect to a halt, d J N
]SE}M:‘A needs $72.5 million ltu com- “The DPM pro]ecltm has ulrcnidy o
plete the $210 million, 2.8-mile over- helped attract $345 millllon in ncw in-
head translt loop around De- Detroit, and p ee !u u e
troit, Turner said. He is asking $13.2 more private capital s waiting in the
million from the state Leglslature, with  wings."
the remalning money provided prima- The state’s original share of the $137 Se sa m ie s
rily by the {ederal government and the  million preject was about $30 million. »
Clty of Detroit. But the total cost has risen to the cur- -
“If the Leglslature acts now,” Turner  rent estimale of $210 million because Slze 5 ‘B, o n |y
sald, “it wlli permit the continuation of design changes were made In mid- o
economle growth and develepment In stream. ;
A\ We specialize in backyard play .
_J____ equipment by Swing Design. P 3 WA W )
.Al;:i av:]llnble : S‘Angdl;oge;_-nlj ay Sand Somersel
ayhouses ult Swings all sm@o@
25 Year Guarantee on Store s
All Pressure Treated Only Values to *64
Wood Pars. Great Savings on one-of-a-kind styles it you're lucky
enough to wear size 5 ‘B'. Styles not exactly as shown.
g
63 E. Maph See them today at our Somerset Mall focation.
(DELVERY & oo Y )
Acrass from K-Mart @
AVAILABLE Things Ty &é. + Northiand
3340022 « Eastland
C, M « Somerset Mall
* Twelve Oaks
e
e
SAVAGE SAVINGS

Sports hotlines:

Eccentric - 644-1101 |,
Observer - 591-2312*

r
County, said she would object to an at-
tempt to change the authority’s so-
called “Consensus Plan."
Outling goals for transit in the re-
%lon, the plan includes light rail and the
PM.

"ﬁmt was a program put wgethcf

about SEMTA because It was cither on
the verge of success or dlsaster,” an-
swered Amberger,

“But I think this would be helpful.
We're approachlng it not to causa trou-
ble for SEMTA but to get more Iofor-
mation on the table.”

BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP Super-
visor Fred Korzon, whose community
hosted the meeting, supporied the
siudy. He suggested that SEMCOG
could “stand back and look at this

with great and still supp

by threc counties. It's one positive
thing SEMTA has golng for it,” sald
Saronen, who is also on the Farmington
Hllls Councl).

“It's not the end-all or be-all. But it s
an agreement three countles came to
on behalf of better mass transit in the
reglon.” *

*For years we've not said anything

{transit) objectt

[ think the Consemsus Plan is a
myth. I think jt was just approved to
get a vote on the ballot,"” said the dele-

gate.
“1 don't think there's been-a con-
sensus for ght rafl anywhere.”
Amberger said the study could look
not just at transit needs, but alterna-
tives in governing and financing it.
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