~ Academic all-stars reap their rewards — 1B

Secrecy shrouds audit’s fi

By Julle Brown
staff writor

Farmington’s library trustces plan to
meet secretly today at 5 p.m. to review
the results of an audit of the library
system's financlal records.

Labeled as a special meeting, it wlll
be in the Farmingten Hills branch on
12 Mile Road.

Library board Presldent Ernest
Sauter, meanwhile, has refused to com-
ment on the recent audit by Plante and
Moran of the financlal workings of the

1brary system.

“I don't wish to be Interviewed over
the telephone with you,” sald Sauter,
when contacted Tuesday afternoon,

“No mare telephone Interviews,

“You're well-versed In the Open
Meetings Act,” he sald when asked to
explain his decislon, "I would also sug-
gest you review the secrecy ln commu-
nications act.”

When asked what statute he was re-
ferring to, Sauter declined to elaborate.

At today's mectlng, Mibrary trustces
will revicew the results of the audlt with

Hills eyes
increase

in taxes

By Joanne Mallszowski
stalf writer

Farmington Hills taxpayers will dig
2 blt deeper into their wallets to pay a
less than one mill increase in local tax-
es to help finance capltal improve-
ments U city officials adopt & proposed
$16.6-million 1985-86 budgel.

The proposed .8-mlll Increase would
raise the current 8 mill tax rate to 8.8
§n 1985-86. The proposed tax rate rep-
resents a 10 pereent Increase In local
taxi

c3.

“f don't feel It is a frivolous budget,
it is rcasonable,” sald City Manager
Willlam Costick on Monday.

‘The proposed 8.8 mills Is comprised
of a total 7.7 mllls for opcrations and
debt, which is the same as the rate lev-
{ed this year.

The remaining 1.1 mills of the total
proposed 1985-88 tax rate would be
used for implementing profects listed
in the upcoming flscal year of the clty's
slx-year capital improvements pro-

gram.

A publle hearlng to dlscuss the pro-
posed 1985-86 budget and tax incrcase
and to recelve residents' comments is
scheduled for 8 p.m. Wednesday, May
22, The budget must be adopted by
Monday, June 10, counclV’s first regular
meeting of the monith.

‘The proposed 8.8 mills would mean
that a taxpayer with a $90,000 house
assessed nt $45,000 would gencrally
pay $398 If the Increase is approved.
This estimated total excludes millage
taxpayers would pay for the school dls-
trict, community college or county.

WHILE OFFICIALS are proposing
to increase local taxes, the clty’s state
equalized valuatlon (SEV) Is also ex-
pected to Increase by approximately
$117.8 milllon over the 1084 total of
$996.1 mllllon. Consequently city taxes
will be applled against property of
greater value meaning the clty will
generale more revenue,

Tinder the state’s Truth-in-Taxation
Act, a governmental unit may not gen-
crate more revenue at the same tux
rate as in the previous year unlcss a
resolution 1s adopted and the public is
notified of the increase.

oral quarrel

‘The proposed tax Increase to help
pay for capital improvements i3 the
city's seccad attempt to raise money to
finance a full year's worth of projects
1lsted In the siz-year improvement pro-

am,

gr'l'he first attempt came last Novem-
ber when voters defeated a request to
give the city authority to levy up to an
additiona} 1.5 mills for 20 years for
capital improvements. The request
asked voters to Increasee the city’s to-
tal taxing authority from the curreat
10-mill charter limit to 11.5.

After voters defeated that request,
councll members In Janvary launched
a trial baltoon to test public oplnion on
raising local taxes for capltal improve-
ments,

The resolution adopted in January
called for allowing councll to levy an
addltional two mills to finance capital
projects, If counch had pursued this av-
enue, the local tax rate would have
been increased up to the 10-miil char-
ter limit, based on the current 8 mill
rate.

THE PROPOSED $16.8-milllon
1985-86 budget represents a 8.64 per-
cent Increase over the elty’s current
$15.6-mllllon budget.

A portlon of the projected increase in
the city’s budget 1s due to the proposed
hiring of six new full-time employees,
Another expected increase in expendi-
tures Is duc to an estimated $80,000 in-
crease in the clty's general liabllity in-
surance.

The fire depariment’s cxpenses also

Library Director Gordon Lewis and his
attorney.

Questlons have recently arlsen con-
cernlng the Nbrary system's accounting
practices. Questlons have nlso been
raised concerning the system's person-
nel pollcies.

A number of 1

brary, helped bring the altuatlon into
the public cye.

Locke’s resignation followed a dect-
sion to move her to a new position, that
of Coordinater of Communlty Services.
A dl the jol for
r@nt position, the Community Services

g

p
have resigned from the Farmington 1l
brary system In recent monthy, Pro-
teats over the February resignation of
Librarian Jill Locke, after 13 ycars
with the Farmington Community LI-

rves In an advisory ca-
paclty and is not directly responsible
{or staff supervision.” In her previous
position, Locke had supervised library
employees.

“It is, that's all,” Sauter sald Tues-

pgerer
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day when asked if today’s meeting was

the closed session.
h 's O]

stiil on. A memo the spe-
clial meeting was posted Friday,

“1 don’t know,” Sauter sald when
asked if he thought Lewis should re-
slgn, “I think it's a decision for the
board to make. I don't think anything
:xlnul I've reviewed all the informa-

on."

Litrary trustces met ir a closed
meeting with Lewis on April 10. The
trustees refused, however, to reveal
what actlons, f any, were taken during

are expected to increase appr
ly 18 percent because of pald callback
wages and man hours.

“The budget does acknowledge the
increase of Incldent rvesponses made
during 1984, which grew some 10 per-
cent over 1983 and antlclpates a con-
tinuation of growth and demand for

land ¢

Over 800 Judo enthuslaats from across the U.S.
gathered on the Orchard Ridge campus of Oak-
College to participate in the

Martial arts fest

U.S. Judo Cl

RANDY BORST/stati photogrephor

For tho rost

of the story, please turn u;page ac.

pen Act re-
quires that any formal actions taken
during such a closed sesslon be made
publle. The Library Board is subject to
the provislons of the Open Meetings
Act.

A memo lssucd to llbrary staffers
Aprll 11 referred to Lewis as being on
‘““vacation,” Bever)y Papal, assistant li-
brary director, has supervised the op-
crations of bath library branches dar-
ing Lewis’ absence.

Warrant
issued
in car
deaths

8y Julle Brown
stalf writor

A warrant wus issued Monday for a
Blrmingham woman In cennection with
an auto accident in which two West
Bloomfield sisters were killed:

“We recelved a warrant from. the
Oakland County Prosecutor’s Office
charging Laura Pinls,” sald Lt. Erale
Miller, head of the tralfic divislon for
the Farmington Hllls police. “It's a
four-count warrant.”

The warrant Includes two counts of
manslaughter, a felony carrying a pen-
alty of 15 yeers and/or a $7,500 fine,
Miller said. It also ineludes two counts
of felonious driving, a felony carrying a
penalty of two years and/or a $1,000
tlne.

“We're just getting ahold of ber now,
advising her and asking her to come in
and sce ug,” Miller sald Tuesday.

The two slsters, Vancssa Carionl, 16,
and Lara Carloni, 15, dled March 10
when the car they were ridlng in collig-
ed with a car driven by Pinis, 21, The
accldent occurred on Farmington Road
near Herltage Hills Drive, just south of
14 Mile Road in Farmington Hills,

“Felonlous driving Is for the two in-
jured boys,” Miller said. Brian Smith,
the driver of the car In which the Car-
fond girls were riding, was Injured as
was another passenger In Smith's car,
Michael Altman.

ALTMAN REMAINS in guarded
condition at Botsford General Hospital
in Farmington Hlls, Russ Tuttle, direc-

Please turn to Page 13

Leaders powwow on road project

service in this area,” according to Cos- gy Julle Brown ton Hills.”
tick's report on the proposed budget. stotf writer The Mile road has become the center
Other are to 1 since the

come In the purchase of supplies and
malerlals and other expenses related
to duy-lu-day operation of the city, all
of which are cxpected to increase

Please turn to Page 13

]

President Ronald Reagan Intends
to visit a German military cemetery
whero 49 SS soldlers are burled, de-
spite opposition.from Congress, Jew-
ish groups and veierans’ organira-

tlons,

Reagan has said the p of hls
visit next Sunday 1s to symbolize “the
great reconciliation that has taken
plate” betwoen the U.S. and Germany

'How do you feel about”
Reagan’s Bitburg visit?

In the years following World War IL
Today’s Oral Quarrel question is:
What do you think of the presl-

dent's decislon to visit the cemetery

&t Bitbarg? .

To answer this question, call 477-
5498, You'll bave until 1 p.m. oo Fri-
day to answer. Look ln Monday's
Farmington Observer o seo how your
nelghbors feel about this lssue,

State, local and county officials met
Tueaday In an attempt to case the path
townrd repaving und wideuing the 12

of
hulﬁx]ng boom during which scveral
office buildings have been constructed

) lhe area between Halzted and O

llam Costick got the discussion started,
covering various studies and planolng
efforts that have been done to date.
Several studtes of 12 Milo Road were
done throughout the 1970s, the eity
manager =aid. In 1980, A jolnt task
force for Novi and Farmington Hills
was formed to study improvements of
the road, which s under the jurisdle-

‘tion of the Onkland County Road Com-

misslon.
“They recugnlzed the nocd to devel

op long-range plans both for Novi and

Mille corridor. - chard Lake Roads,

“®e know the problems are tbere,” The study meeting was held at the
Farmington ‘Hills Mayor Jan Dolan A Life Co.
told those at the mecting, "Obviously, Building in Farmington Hiils,
it's a very important issue In Farming. Farmington Hills City Manager Wil-
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] ils,” Costick sald of
the task force.
IN 1983, FARMINGTON HILLS

.came up with a propesal to do a study

“to utilize all the data and update It.”
That study was financed by the city’s
Economic Development Corp.

“This study led to the formation of
this kind of assembly," Costick sald,
“The idea is to exchange information.”

Tom Biasell, Farmington Hills' dl-
rector of public services, gave a report
on tha status of the 12 Mile Road mas-
ter plan study.

‘The study was dealgned *to come up
with a master plao for Farmington
Hills along this cvrr‘ldodx'." looking at
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tho type of 12 Mlh: Road Improvements

t are
Completion of the study has been de~
layed uotll information from a stato
study of the I-898 corridor was avall-
able, ho sald.

“We now have the state study, and
we now have the funds for the 12 Mile
project,” Biasell sald.

“We had put together the preilmi-
nary information,” City Manager Cos-
tick said alter the meeting, “We havea
lot of data collected. What our final re-
port says will in part have to Integrate
some of the other agencles’ studies.”

The proposed 12 Mile Road project
calls for widening and improvement of
the road batween Farmington Read
and a point 1,000 feet cast of Orchard
Lake Road.

“The grant hos been awarded and
wt;;]m working on the project,” Costick
sald.

Robert Adams, a representative of
the Michigan Department of Transpor-
tatlon, also spoke at the meeting.
Adams, deputy director, bureay of
transportation planning, gave an up-
dato on the state department'a study of
the 1-696 corridor. .

JAdams dls posslble locations
for an addltional interchange for the

expressway.

“We anticipate that the opening up of
tha I-898 portion that’s under construc-
tion now will set up a ring road around
Detroit.” Tha development that will
follow will creato additional tratfie.

The “ideal” expressway would bo
one with no in but that de-
sgo 19 hardly a reallstic one, he sald,
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