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How to beat a heavy sentence — years later

B8y Josss R. Pitts
spoclal writor

HE ODDS are rather good that

Gary Dotson, who received a

25-50 years sentence for rape

and kidnapplng In 1879, will

be a free man within a few weeks after
serving six years of hls sentence,

. His case hag been retried in the me-

din which, with a few have

Many in the public believe that if the
victim took a lie-detector test and
“passed,” it certifies that she (or he) is
now telling the truth. It is more
complicated than that.

described him as a victlm. Gov. James
Thampson of Tlinols has received tele-
grams and telephone calls and has in-
vited lawyers for Dotson to petition
him for clemency,

‘This often happens In ceimes which
draw heavy “public” sentences, after
years have cooled the passlons and
clouded the memories.

T remember Perry Jonason, Michl-
gan's ex-director of correctlons, stat-
ing, in a debate on the death penalty,
that 25 percent of those who had been
glven life sentences for Murder I were
acqultted in retrials. That, to him, was
a teliing argument against the finality
of the death penalty. In his mind, ac-
quittal in a second trlal mecant “inno-
cence.”

FOR PEOPLE who know the crimi-
nal justice system, however, acquittal
means that wilnesses are dead, have
forgotton, have moved too far away,

It also means that evidence which
has been accepted in the past as legally
obtained has now been declared un-
recelvable beeause of new interpreta-
tlons by the higher courts.

Other evldence may have been lost,
lost, tampered with or misplaced by
the state laboratories.

It means that the judiclal system, if
the convlet has already served a sub-
stantial amount of time, is ready to let
him go and is looking for a legal excuse

todeso.

Dr. Sam Shepard was acquitted in a
new trial 10 years after the one that
convleted him, but his second wife let
escape some remarks about his violent
character that did not seem to reflect a
burning conviction of his innocence.

A GOOD LAWYER Is helpful of
course, but even more Important is a
dedlcated mother. No prison has yet
been built that wlit hold a person guilly

of a heinous crime H his mother will
fight for him, harrass and beg the vic-
tims, the witnesses, the Parole Board
and the governor and, Jast but certainly
not least, manipulate the media.

The process docs not even requlre
huge sums of money (beyond let us say
$30 to $40,000 sced money). Mothers
wlll mortgage their homes, skimp and

. save to flnance thelr campaign to get

thelr sons out of prison. Such admirable
devotion will often paralyze critics who
thnk mare generally of soclety's inter-
est in the proceedings. . .

When the casc involves a victim's re-
cantallon, the mass medla, which relish
storles of “miscarrlages of justice,”
will create a theater where the actors
and thelr lawyers bave their moment
of fame. As lawyers go, Warren Lupel
and McClario have now become fa-
mous, which Is money in the bank,

Furthermore, there may be mavie or
TV rights for a docudrama, where the
prosecutors wilt be “persecuting” and
where the foster parents of the recant-
Ing victlm wlll be made to Jook bigot-
ted and mean, creating the climate
which will explaln how the victim
would go to any lengths to avold their
harsh judgment.

Changing the names of the protagon-
Ists permits any distortion of the facts
that will make the story more catching.
Meanwhlle there is a story for People
Magazine, pechapa another one for Pa-
rade or Playboy.

MANY IN the public belleve that if
the victim took a lie-detector test and
“passed,” it certifies that she Is now
telilng the truth. It is more compticat-
ed than that, )

There are private polygraph opera-
tors who wlll give tests for a fee. They
are of varying competence and hones-
ty. I believe that le detector tests have

Oakland’s auction is Saturday

Oakland County's annual spring aue-
tlon will be Saturday, May 4, behind the
County Central Garage on the service
center slte, 1200 N. Telegraph, Pontiae.

Gates will open at 8 a.m. for oy
tion. The publlc may inspect vehicles
May 2 and 3.

The auction will feature stolen prop-
erty rccovered by the Sheriff's Depart-
ment and other property no longer used
by the county. Inclnded will be 60 late
model vehicles, 85 bicycles, 40 offlee
machines, 18M typewriters, more than
100 pleces of offlee furniture, and com-
mercial land and grounds equipment.

an 80 percent rellabllity (which Is the
about the same a8 for eyewltness evi-
dence), but they have to be glven by
professionals of proven competence
and Integrity who use the numerfcal
system of evaluatlon,

They have to be preceded by a urine
test to check for the use of drugs which
the subject may use to flatten his effect
so that he wlll not respond too obvious-
1y to “Miy" questions, ‘

1 would be willing to trust the results
of a lle detector test 1f I knew that it
had been glven by a professlonal opera-
tor mandated by. the presecuting attor-
ney and had used a scries of questions
devised by the prosecution rather than
by the defense attorney. Remember
that the late Peter Lazaros, of the Pon-

.tlac numbers racket, had “passed” a

ile-detector test

Furthermore there are people who
can “beat” the lie-dector test, people
precisely whose right hand does not
know what thelr left hands are doing.
Fanatles can glzo glve deceptive an-
swers.

If you ask a person who now belleves
that her attacker was by the
devlt whether the man was innocent,
she can answer with utter sincerity
that be was Indeed innocent since “the
devil made him do it A lie-detector
test should be framed to test this posst-
billty.

When Ililnois prosecutor Peggy Fros-
sard interrogated the recanting vietim
in order to cstablish her state of mind

and her attorney blocked
the questioning at every step,

DOTSON HAS been in prison for slx
years. In Mlchigan the majority of peo-
ple convicted of criminal sexual con-
duct, first degree, do not stay in prison
more then four years.

Granted that the crimes for which
Dotson was convicted were particular.
1y heinous. He tricd to run down his vic-
tim with hls car before he kidnapped
her, The rape was not a 20-minute af-
falr, but lasted two hours, and then he
scratched lctters on her belly with a
broken bottle. The victim had a big
bump on the back of her head and cuts
in her vagina (she could not recall kow
she inflicted these wounds upen her-
self).
She had semen atalns on her pantics
that reached to the elastic on the back.
(She remembers now, eight years after
the event, that she had lifted a heavy
object that day and It made her expel
the semen she had recelved from Inter.
course with her boy {riend severat days
carlier.) She wag found at 10:30 p.m. on
July 9, 1877, by a Glenwood, Il,, police
offlcer “staggering dazed and bleeding
through a wooded area,”” but she clalms
this was all a staged event by a 18-
year-old, afraid of being pregnant.

Anyway six years lmprisonment is
no plenic. Why not show compassion
which, beyond its own virtue, makes
one fecl morally superior to those who
want vapgeance?

THE CONDITIONS of the (likely)
pardon wlll probably not increase the
respect of the cltizens for the judiclal
system nior Increase the morale of the
judges, jurymen and prosecutors who
have seen the medla’s thirst for sensa-
tlonallsm overide thelr hard work and
professional dedication.

Prosecutors will be even less eager
to prosccute rape cases than they are
now, Peaple close to the case are more
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1ikely to think that the culprit “beat the
syatem” rather than recovering hls In-
nocence,

Could not a plea for pardon, with the
concutrence of the victim, bave been
made without what many professionals
think was claborate charade? Would
not a confesslon of gullt and true con-
trition be a better background for re-
lease, than lles and more Hes, even
backed by the media?

It is conceivable that Dotson will
lcad an exemplary life from now on.
His friends wili throw a big party for

him when he comes out, Miss Crowell
will alip back to obscurity, McClario
and Lubel wili defend more clients
than before, perhaps even better pay-

Ing ones.
Will justice have been accom-
plished?

A Rochester resident with ¢ Ph.D.
from Harvard University, Jesse
Pitts is professor of sociology at
Oakland University and coording.
tor of the Socia! Justice and Correc-
tions Program, : M
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Sonya helps people solve problems —
onTV...onradio. . .in her books.

Come . . . hear lhis amazing woman
tell why **Smart Cookies Don’'t Crumble"
as she releases her newest book.
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first place, and the Grand
Raplds Community Col
lege paper tled with
Schoaleralt for second.

Campus Globe staff
members won nine other
awards — one sccond,
three thirds and five hoo-
orable mentlons.

Carlo Coppola, cull-
nary arts student from
Rochester, won second

* place for best review (of
cook books) and a third
{or best ad creation.

Jan Conrad won a third
place for a story on the
opening of the Radelltf
Center in Garden City.
The Globe recelved 2
third place for overall
layout.

Honorable mentions
went to the Globe for
front page design; Tod
Whitman for a_ soccer
photo; Orlando Watkins
for a news-feature photo-
graph on an outdoor rock
concert; Bob Frank for
his review of Bordeau
wines; and Bernadette
Czeryba of Canton for
overall advertising lay-
out.

Globa adviser is Pa-
trick Newman, the col-
lega's student activities
counselor, Newman,
adviser for four years,
wlil] tako a 23-weck sab-’
batlcal during the fall se-
mester and part of the
winter somester.
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