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Production of ‘Applause’
lacks all-important magic

Performances of the Farmington
Players production of “Applause”
continue Thursday-Saturday, May
2-5 and §-12, and Thursday-Satur-
day, May 16-18, at the Farmington
Players Barn in Farmington Hills,
For ticket information call 626-5061.

“Welcome to the theater — to the
magic and the fun,” exclalms the main
character in the muslcal “Applause,”
current offering of the Farmington
Players. This production ls at times
fun, but it falls to deliver the very mag-
fc it celebrates,

Many weak vocalisis plus some unu-
sually tacky costumes and sets do not
rate much applause, On the plus side,
though, are many fine characteriza-

tions and the ontstanding voice of Bar-
bara Haag, who plays the ingenuous
‘but double-dealing Eve Harrlngton.

Passing hersell off as a devoted fan,
Eve wheedles her way into the employ
of Margo Channlng (Sandra Suther-
land), an aging Broadway star. Soon
Margo finds both her career and her
personal life theatened by the
{reacherous Eve.

Based on the award-winning flim
“All About Eve,” the musical has lots of
bouncy tunes by Charles Strouse, but
Lee Adams' lyrics are gencrally forget-
table aside from the title song.

IIAAG IS TOTALLY convincing,
both as the saccarine Eve and as the
no-holds-barred tigress sleeplng her
way to the top. Haag's lovely rich volee

Bob Batistoni {teft), Sandra Sutherland and Joe Haynes appear in
of “App "

a acene from the Far

bitchy. Instcad Suthertand excels by
showing Marge's vulnerablllty.

Mark Maceagnone Is credlble as
Margo's director and romantlc inter-
cst, a younger man who chides her
about her Insecuritles and obsesslon
with age.

Ralph and Judle Rosati glve strong
performances as playwright Buzz
Rlchards and his wife Karen. Rosati el
lelts pathos as he foollshly stumbles
into Eve's clutches, while §

i Players p !

JOUANNA McKEEVER ls a perky
Bonnle, leader of the “gypsy” chorus
dancers who befrlend Eve and are
eventually snubbed by her, McKeever's
singing and dancing are a cut above the
rest, and she does a nice job with the
title number. !

As producer Howard Benedlet, Jim
Snldeman often lacks sufflclent author-
ity. Bob Myers' infectlous grin seems
absurdly out of place in his role as an

sounds like a trained g
while most of the other cast members
just manage to get by in the muslcal
numbers. .

As Margo, Sutherland has an casy-
golng charm that works fine every-
where except her drunk scenc; she's
Just to Ukoble lo tum

wlfe uses facial expressions to great
advantage.

Joe Haynes Is enormously likeable as
Duang, Margo’s hairdresser and former
confidente. Haynes' droll delivery gets
lots of laughs without overdolng the

acldic gosslp

The three-plece band under the di-
rectlon of Nancee Shelton works nicely.
The stage crew lIabors vallantly
through numecrous cumbersome set
changes, but the long delays become
tedious, especially glven the disap-
polnting sets.

Oakway’s closing concert
isn’t up to usual standard

8y Mary Jane Doery
spoclal writer

Although the program was Interest-
ing, Sunday afternoon’s concert at Har-
rison High School in Farmingten Hills
way not one of Oakway Symphony Or-
chestra's better performances.

The final concert in this years sub-
scriptlon series featured Bach's Con-
certos for Two, Three, and Four Plancs
and Moussorgaky's “Pictures at an Ex-
hibltion.”

One of the best things Ravel did for
the music world was to orchestrate
Moussorgsky's “Picturces at an Exhibi-

Thuraday, May 2, 1085 O&E

(S.F-3D.Ao-12CKORE

Doerr

Mary Jane

Willlams Music Co. and master's de-
gree graduate of the Unlversity of
Michigan, and Donald Merelock, coor-
dlnator of the plano program at School-
cralt College. Their technlque was one
of clarity, Iittle or no pedal and rolled
chords, a most acceptable manner of

tion,” which was
for the plano [n 1874. The 1922 orches-
trated verslon, commissioned by Kous-
sevilzky for the Boston p.

Bach's works on the piano.
The two were precise in thelr timing

and accurate In thelr playing.

The clavler concertos were never in-
tended by Bach for publle performance
and were Instead used for his puplls’
study. They were com); in his carly
years at Leipzlg and were oversba-
dowed by his tremendous amount of re-
ligous music during that perfod. !

r-
chestra, has the gorgeous coloring in
the Instrumentation to make vivid the
Images of the palnting exhibition of
Moussorgsky's friend Hartmann,

It was this arrangement that was
performed by the Qakway Symphony,
conducted by Francesco DI Blasi, The
brass and woodwind sections dld not
perform for the flrst balf of the pro-
gram. They were prepared with a solld
performance of the difffcult number
and achleved a good sound, especially
for the flnal exaulting melody.

‘THE STRING sectlons, although they
managed a good finale in the Mous-
sorgsky number, had trouble with their
plich during the afternoon. It was most
noticeable during the usually beautiful
“Alr on the G String® from “Arloso
{from Cantata No, 156" by Bach.

This is the 300th annlversary of
Bach's birth (born March 21, 1785, As
many musical organlzations are cele-
brating, so is the OSO with three of
Bach'’s plano concertos.

Of course, Bach dld not composs for
the plano as it had not been invented in
its present form between 1729 and 1733
when Bach composed these three con-
certos, They were composed for the
clavichord.

Bach's Concerto No. 3 in C Minor for
Two Planos was perf d by Alexan-
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8635 Couley Laks Rd.
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DUFFY’S ON THE LAKE

Enjoy Dancing
Wed,-Sat, with R
The Jerry Libby Trio

Reservations Required

70 Minutcs from Mapis
& Orzhard Lk,

Fresh Senfood,

you'll Tove ours. Feesh

and fragrant 1 you'll enjoy every morsel.

Join Us For
Mother's Dayl

Troy * 689-2332

1 you enjoy seatood, Incomparable Dining.

teafood and exquisite Chinese delicacies. quickly and
carefully prepared, then whivked to your table still hot

Chinese Food & Spirita

E. Maple at Stephenson

106.7 FM
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Budweiser

TER 5°YEARS AN

“WE'RE STILL

s

All the lobster
and other seafood
delicacies you can eat.
Friday evenings at the
Haymarket.

$24,95, all ages.
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THIRD ANNUAL

BEGINNING AT NOON EACH DAY

MAY 10, 11, 12 /%

Bluegrass:

* Company Store *
* Stillwater % Denny Armstrang & Cane Creck * Clinton River

Cloggers: % Sweet City Clogge

FREE Entertainment Live at Hart Plaza!
* Charley Pride * Glen Campbell * The Marshall Tucker Band *
Earl Thomas Conley * John Andersonk Ronnie McDowell %
% Reba McEntire % Shelly West % Pinkard and Bowden *
Joy Fleming with Pride &Joy % The Stone Country Band #

Road *

& Free & Easy % Branded

* Home Grown Bluegrass % Sugar Cured * Short Crik Flat Pickers
rs % Bob & Judy’s Country Kickers % Main Street Cloggers
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For more concert info: l[']
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