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Its not the most llvely reading
around, but the recommended annual
budget for Farmington Hills does glve
a sense of where the money comes
{rom and where it goes.

The recommended operating budget
for 1985-86 was presented to the Farm-
ington Hills Clty Council at the April 29
mectlng. )

The document lists the recommend-
ed budgets for the city's various de-
partments, including salaries, (Sce re-
lated story.) It covers the fiscal year
beginning July 1, 1985 and ending June
30, 1986, ,

The proposed General Fund expendi-
tures recommended tolal $16,647,137,
an Increase of 6,64 percent over the op-
erating budget of $15,608,180 for 1904-
85,

The budget proposes an .8-mill in-
crease, which would ralse the current
clght milt tax rate to 8.8 In 1985-86.

‘The proposed 8,8 mllis conslsts of 7.7
mills for operatlons and debt, the same
rale as was levied this year, The re-
maining 1.1 mills would be used for
projects llsted ln the city's capital Im-
provements program,

The budget Includes approximately
$1.6 million for an unappropriated fund
batance.

“{t's roughly 10 percent of thie budg-
et,” said City Manager Willlam Cos-
tick. “It's been a gencrally accepted
accounting principle.”

THE UNAPPROPRIATED  fund
balance could be used for expenses as-

Budget up
6.6 percent
in the Hills

soclated with a natural disaster, such
s a flood or tornado.

Ple charts In the recommended
budget indlcate where the money
comes from and where it gocs.

Recommended general fund budget

pendlt include the

® Police Department, $5,374,031,
32.3 percent;

© Admlnistration and general gov-
ernment, $3,081,104, 16,5 percent;

® Publlc Services, $2,890,803, 18
pereent;

@ Fire Department, $1,322,076, 7.0
percent;

® Library, $1,051,212, 6.3 percent

o Refuse Removal, §1,034,187, 6.2

reent;

e Special Services, $9821,050, 5.5
pereent;
® District Court, $506,351, 3.1 per-
cent;

o Debt Service, $366,223, 2.2 per-
cent (Debt service is debt payment on
bond issues.);

» Total, $16,647,137

The proposed budget includes a net
reductlon of $7,600 from the 1884-85 al-
Yocation for the city clerk’s offlce.

“In the even years, you have more
expenses for electlons,” Costick sald. In
the odd years, local i3 are held,
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'$27,513;

The following salaries are included
In the 1985-86 annual budget recom-
mendation for the city of Farmington

® City council salaries, $13,500
{$1,800 per councll member, $2,700 for
mayor);
@ City manager, $52,000;
e Assistant to city manager,
$32,048;
@ Flnance dircctor/treasurer,
$46,100;

@ Controller, $33,200;

@ Clty assessor, $40,285;

® Asslstont clty assessor, $32,500;

® Clty clerk, $38,901;

® Deputy clerk, $25,514;

@ Chlef of police, $46,544;

# Firc chief, $43,200;

® Director of public services,
$46,919;

® Assistant to publle services direc-
tor, $32,246;

« Chief bullding nspector, $27,928;

@ Zoning offlce supervisor, $30,558;

o Communlty development mana-
ger, $36,046;

® Bulldlng maintenance supervisor,

3

@ City engineer, $44,800;

o Chief engineering
$20,219;

® Senior engincer, $34,278;

» D.P.W. superintendent, $37,492;

® Dircctor of special serviees,
$43,200;

@ Assistant director of special ser-
vices, $30,558;

® Parks mainteoance supervisor,
$22,645.

‘The salary recommendations repre-

Inspector,

“g0 we have reduced costs.”

THE PROPOSED  budget for the
city clerk's office provides for the Sep-
tember primary and the November
:zllnt to elect four city cauncil mem-

T,

‘The budget also proposes an lncrease
of some $30,000 over 1984.85 for the
clty’s general llabillty insurance.

The insurance industry is saying lo-
cal unlts of goverament “have experi-
enced o bigher degree of expesure,
have been sued more,” Costlck said.

“This Is a general thing that's oceur-
ring to all municipalities, not just us.”

Growth In construction has also af-
fected the budget.

“We're §n the biggest bullding boom

we've ever been In,” Costick sald.

The Assessing Department’s budget,
for cxamptle, includes one new position,
that of an arsessor 1II for commerelal
and industrial appraisals.

“We weren't dolng an adequate job
of keeplng up” with the growth, Costick
sald.

The proposed budget also calls for
the addltion of one bullding inspector

and several other new full-time posl-

tlons: one account clerk I in finance,

and three police department positions

Yy
sent Increases of $ to 4 percent, said
City Manager William Costick,
“That's generally the amount that's
been budgeted.
“Qur salaries have been way down,”

a sergeant, a police offlcer and o clerk the clty manager said. ou want to
{ t. a police offl d a elerk the clty id. “1f y

typist I for the records divisicn).

A public hearing on the proposed
budget will be held May 22, The budget
must be adopted by June 10, the coun-
cll’s first regular meeting of the month.

keep people, you have to pay them de-
cently.” Salarles must be competitive,
not only wlth other unlts of gavernment
but also with private industry.

“We're competing, and I guess we al-
ways will be,” Costlck said. -

Health experts say no to legislator’s plan

By Joanno Mallazowski
statf writer

Medleal officinls are doubtful that
feglslation recently Introduced into the
state House which would require physl-
clans to obtain patlents’ slgned consent
before glving diagnostic tests would
help contaln growing health care costs.

“Qur board of directers questloned
whether It would actually achieve the
objectlves of the bill,” sald Kevin Kel-
1y, manager of the department of gov-
ernmental relations for the Michigan
Medleal Soclety.

Introduced in early April by Rep.
Wilbur (Sandy) Brotherton, R-Farming-
ton, the bllF requires physiclans and
other medical personnel to obtain a pa-
tient's slgned consent, Including a de-
scription and costs of tests to be admln-
istered.

“The pu is to alert patlents to
the number of tests and costs that are
belng conducted,” Brotherton sald.
“The paticnt has no idea what the heck
is going on."

Medical personnel would be required
1o Uist the cost of cach iest even if the
patient's insurance will pey the majori-
ty of the bill, Brotberton sald. Under
the bill, physlcians and hospital person-
el would not be required to explaln the
results of the tests, Brotherton added.

- Attempting to avold duplication of

oral quarrel

diagnostic tests 1s a second purpose of
the bill.

Often a physician will conduct some
tests while the patient Is In the offlce.
The patient will later be sent te the
hospltal for more tests. But more often
than not, the hospital duplicates the
tests taken by the physleian in the off-
lce, Brotherton sald.

1s the gener-

ANOTHER EXAMPLE
who conducts tests and

‘The purpose is to alert patients to the

number of tests and

costs that are

being conducted. The patient has no
idea of what the heck is going on.”

- Sandy Brotherton
state representative

alp

scnds the pattent to a speclalist who
will run the same scrics of tests agaln,
Brotherton said.

“In some lnstances, the same darn
test is run again by that specialist,” he
said, “I admit it's OK to be done. But
let the patlent know."

Jane Eckels, public affairs manager
for the Southeast Mlchigan Hospital
Council, acknowledged that diagnostic
tests are often duplicated. But she ap-
proaches the Issue from another angle.

“Duplicatlon, confirmation. That's
what 18 now belng called ¢

sicions double check to be sure for their
own legal protection, she said.

When a medical techniclan, for ex-
ample, takes only cne tube of blood,
most patlents assume that means one
test would be conducted, not the elight
{0 10 they flnd out about when the bill
comes, Brotherton added,

Crackdo

medicine,” Eckels sald.

Physicians and hospltals often dupli-
cule tests to confirm & diagneais, she
said. That's for the benefit of the pa-
tlent as well as for the legal protectlon

-of both physician and hospltals, Eckels

continued.

B8y Joanne
staff writer

All it scems to take s a serjous acci-
dent and the questions begin. inevitadiy
someone will ask how a minor got his
or her hands on a slx-pack of beer or a

bottle of wine or Uquor.
With malpractico cases and Insur-  Theanswer lsaimple.
ance costs continually increasing, phy- There are enough fake identlfication
L e———

Foul lapguage has gotten tho
“pleacher crentures” at Tiger Stadi-
um into hot water.

The management of the Detrolt
Tigers vecently decided to close the
stadlum’s bleacher scction. Obscene
language used by some of the fans
was the reason given for the decialon.

How do you feel about
closing the bleachers?

Today's Oral Quarrel question ls:
‘What do yoa think of the decislon to
close the bleachers at Tiger Stadium?

" To answer thia question, call 477-
5498 before 1 p.m, Friday, See Mon-
day’s Farmington Observer to sce

how, your nelghbors responded to this

questlon.

“It's really cost containment,” he
said, referring to HB 4536,

But officlals representing medical
and hospital disagree.

“The industry fecls the Brotherton
b}l is really an effort to get the pa-
tients to know. But it treats the symp-
toms, not the problems,” Eckels added.

Because of ipsurance coverage, most
patients don't care about the costs of
tests, Eckels sald,

“The incentive lsn't there o0 there is
no Incentlve because 1t's not comling
out of thelr pocket,” she continued.

paths, agreed,

“The Michigan Medical Soclety
hoard of dlrectors has taken a position
of opposltion (to HB 4536)," Kelly said.

“It's questioned whether it's really
logisticnlly possible,” he said, about a
physlclan taking time to doscribe the
nature of the tests and the costs. “It
could take & great deal of time to de-
scribe. What effect would that have?”
contain costs,

Requiring physicians and bospl
as well as pursing homes, to obtain
slgned consent as well as a listing of
the description and costs of tests ls

Eckels sald.

P
“As far as hospltals are generally
concerned, 1f It were just for safety,
:rﬁ:l have no problem with i¢,” Eckels

cards and altered drivers’ licenses to
go around to the kids who really waat
to buy liquor. And {n many ceses these
fake ID's are hono!

“Ii's Gune @ iot," said Sgt. Richard
Murphy of the Farmington Hilla Pollca
Department's juventle division. In fact,
the falsa ID business is big business,

A teen-nger walks Into a store to buy
some beer, the clerk may or may not

what’s inside
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golng to add paperwork and conse.
queatly 1 costs,
Kelly of the Michigan Medlcal Soci-

Besides
Brotherton claims the effect of his bill,
:!hould it become law, is to educate pa-
ents.

PATIENTS SHOULD ASK thelr phy-
sicians about tests and test results, ac-

ety, W P P
cluding both medical doctors and osteo-

ask for ID, Murpby sald,

1f the clerk wants to see some proof
of age the tecn-ager pulls out a drivers
License with a date that's been altered,
he sald, Or the teen-ager could have
purchased an ideatification card that
contains faisa nformation, particularly
the blrth date.

1In many cases, the llcense of an old-
er person s used, and the tecn-ager

Pioaso turn to Pago 8

wn sought on fake ID

will paste his own photograph over the
real photograph, Murphy sald.

“They will do all kinds of altera.
tions,” he added.

Rasides state law prohiblting the sate
of alcohol Lo anyone under the age of
21, state law also prohiblls the use of

Pieasa turn to Page 12

Study launched
on downtown

An effort to reposition downtawn
s vital functions — living,

Three specific arcas will be ad-
dmd‘lt the open forum meeting

F
working, shopping, dining, lelsure, en-
tertainment and buslness — will begin

at an open forum at 7:30 pm. Wedoes- 4

day, May 15, in City Hall, according to
City Manager Robert F, Deadman.

Nicholas & Co. are curreatly develop-

by p!
® the formation of a CBD organiza-
on;
@ the undertaking of a marketing-
and functlonal strategy for the CBD,

1anner e would deal with a qualified Tather

than a quantified approach (o the mar:

ket; the evaluation of current and an-'°

ticipated trends in F:

'armington, -
functions and the competition and -

ing
the potential for change;

ing market and design for
towns end cities throughout Michlgan,

Pisase tum to Page 14
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