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Parents press campaign to keep music teacher

By Josnno Mallszovwak!
stalf writer

“Her qualifications arc not & matter
of debate at all,” Superintendent Lew

North Farmington parenis and stu-
dents are continulng their fight to con-
vince schoal district officlals to avold
transferring veeal musle teacher Joan
MacKenzie to another high school.

“It seems to be apparent that it real-
1y isn’t a good idea to change her.” said
parent Davld Dauterman. “There cer-
tainly has to be a way to keep Joan
MacKenzie where she is at.”

But school offlclals once again told
parents and students thelr bands are
tied and that MacKenzie, the moving
{orce behind the award-winning North-
ern Lights choral group, and four other
district teachers will be transferred
from thelr existlng positlons.

Declining enrollment, particularly at
the high scheals, and the subsequent
changes In demand for certain classes
are the reasons for the involuntary
transfers, according to school adminls-
trators,

told parents and students
who last week made a last-stand bld to
keep MacKenzie at North Farmington
High.

“Thls {the decision to transfer) was
not arrlved at mechanlcally or without
sensitivity,” Schulman continued. “She
Is not going 1o be without a job. She is
entitled to a full-time job,

“Our declslon Is based on equity,
tairness afdd consistency. She s not
teaving the district. Other students can
benefit from her.

“This Is a time when I bescech you
not to keep on with your perennlal pro-
test.”

Touting MacKenzie's success with
the school’s vocal music program and
Involvement in extracurrlcular musi-
cal competitions, parents and students
pleaded with school offlclals to find a
way to keep the teacher at North
Farmington high.

IN ADDITION to making their pro-
tests at two regular school board meet-
Ings, students and parents also distrib.
uted letters of protest to the Farming-
ton Observer, schoel adminlstrators
and trustees,

Most of the letters describe MacKen-
zie's accomptishinents and reputation
at North Farm{ngton.

“Please reconslder thls deelslon, and
know how lmportant it ls that Mrs.
MacKenzie remain at North Farming-
ton to continue the high quality teach-
Ing that has allowed the students, both
as a group and as individuals, to per-
form at such a high catlber,” wrote Al-
jce Herman, In her letier to school trus-
tees,

Robert Coleman, district personnel
director, cxplained why the involun.
tary transfers of MacKenzle and four
ather teachers must be malntained,

Of the flve teachers to be trans-
ferred, three are at the high school
level, one at the mlddle school and an-

other at the elementary level.

MacKenzle has been teachlng two
voeal music classes at North and three
classes at Wammer Middle School, Cale-
man sald,

Although two classes of vocal music
will be offered at North in the fall,
other tcachlng asslgnment changes
would Jeave MacKenzle with only those
two classes to teacll, Coleman said.

What is needed at North Farmington
next year is someone to teach two vo-
cal musie classes and three German
classes, Coleman sald. While MacKen-
zie of course could teach the music
classes, she s not certifled to teach
German, he added.

With assignment changes due in the
fall, muslc teachers witl each have a
schoal of their own rather than having
to be shared between schoals, as MacK-
enzic hag been doing, Coleman sald.

“Mrs. MacKenzle has the option of
selecting onc of four milddle schools
and two high schools,” Coleman sald in
late April.

MACKENZIE AND the other four
teachers have their cholce of where
they wish to be transfered based on
their credentlals and qualifications,
Coleman sald,

But parents and students last week
contlnied 1o protest the admlnlstra-
tor's decislon to transfer MacKenzle.

At last week's board meeting and in
the letters that were distributed, stu-
dents and parcnts asked administrators
If they would transfer a football coach,
especlally §f he had o winnlng team,

“We ask ourselves Hf Joan MacKen-
zie had been the state champlon coach
in football, basketball or any athletic
event, would they have dared to deal
with the storm of giving her to another
echool?” asked Jerry and Penny Trab-
ble In thelr Jetter to trustees.

School offlclals told avdlence mem-
bers there is a dlfference between a
coach and a voca) music teacher.

“People who coach do not necessarl-
ly teach In the schools,” sald Board
President Jack Inch.

Police probe teen ‘terrorist activities’

By Doug Funko
staff writer

Some high school students in Troy
have taken vandallsm and malicious
destructlon of property to new helghts,
tocal police claim.

“There seems to be a real intcrest In
para-military and terrorist activitles,”
said Sgt. Richard Hay, who supervises
Troy's juvenlle unit.

Vandalism, historically, has been
high In Troy, Hay said.

Police say they're now focuslng on

several groups — loosely organized,
apparently, but some having formal
names — which may have been respon-
sible for several rashes of vandalism
since school started last fall,

Those activities Include shooting out
car windows with pellet guns, knocking
over mailboxes and running over lawns
with cars.

“Klds sometimes sce themselves as
oppressed and this is an ldeal way to
subvert the system or obtain power
withln the system where no ene can
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stop them,” Hay sald while speculating
on motives.

FIVE PARA-MILITARY-TYPE
groups in Troy, three of which have
names — The Jesters of Yort (Troy
spelled backwards), Special Operations
Group and the TAs - have been Identl-
{ied, Hay sald.

“This is a falrly new phenomenon —
klds give more or less officlal names to
groups,” Hay safd.

Pollce haven’t been able to deter-
mine monikers for the other two
groups,

A clique operating out of Birming-

- ham — Urban Guerrllla Forces — has

been a rival of the Jesters of Yort, Hay
sald. “It wasn't so much a hate rivalry,
but a competltive rivalry,” he said.  *

Last fall, youths later linked to the
Urban Guerllia Forces were stopped In

THIS THURSDAY 11:30AM-2:30PM

Troy In a modlfied “war wagon™ car
containing 60 dozen eggs, Hay sald.

Palice so {ar have arrested four Troy
residents 17-18 years of age, Hay sald.
All are high-school senlors. Three have
been linked to Jesters of Yort, one (o
the Special Operation Group.

EACH HAS been charged with mall-
clous destruction of property over $100
— a five-year felony. Hay declined to
name those charged.

Vandallsm deercascd following those
arrests, Hay said.

The Spectal Operation Group had set
up shop in an abandoneg house on Long
Lake Road, Hay sald.

Several coples of Soldier of Fortune
magazine, aimed at mercenary particl-
pants in milltary conflicts, were dis-
covered In another “fort” on the east
side of town. Pollee haven't been able
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to pln a name on that that group, Hay
said.

Some members of such para-mili-
tary groups have been known to wear
camouilage clothing, Hay sald,

More than a half-dozen pellet guns
have been confiscated from young peo-
ple in recent months, he added.

WHILE POLICE have no evidence
te link members of any organized
group to a recent rash of dumpster
fires In Troy, the pattern would be in-
dicatlve of juvenile invelvement, Hay
sald,

Police don't know how many young
people may be Involved with para-mili-
tary-type groups In Troy, Hay sald, but
he doesn’t belicve it's a large number,

“Thls Is a very small percentage of
young people in the city of Troy, but
they are responsible for a tremendous
amount of damage,” he sald.
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1f the coach teaches in onc of the dls.
trlet's schoals there is less of a problem
In transferring that persen because it
doesn't affect the coaching, Inch added.:

wFootball coaches arc not in the
same position,” he added. .

Without giving up, parents and stu.
dents asked school officlals to come up
with a “ercatlve” way of keeplng
MacKenzle at North Farmlington high.

“If T thought for a moment you were
golng to end up with a teacher who iy
unquallfled to teach you, I would raisg
my volce,” sald Trustee James Aber.
ncthy, In response to parents’ concern
that the teacher replacing MacKenzie
may not be as qualified.

“Will you guarantee an equally quadi-
fied teacher?” asked parcnt Ruth
McKinnon,

Schulman responded that the teacher
who will be transferred Into MacKen-
Zie's position would be “qualified and
legally entitled to the Job.”
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