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Senate rejects 10 percent pay cut in tie vote

Here's how arca members of Con-
gress were recorded on major roll call
votes May 2.6,

HOUSE

THE RECORD — The House voted,

45 for nnd 184 against, in favor of the
softer of two proposcd investigations of
the accuracy of the Congresslonal
Record, the publlcation that is sup-
posed to chronicle all that happens on
the Housc and Senate floors.

Democrats prevalled as the vote re-
ferred the matter to the Adminlstra-
tlon Committee, rather than to the
Rules Committee as House Republi-
cans had requested.

If a member does not dellver a
speech but Inserts written eomments
into the Record, his remarks are sup-
posed to be typographically dlistin-
guished {from words actually uttered.

Partly at Issue on thls vote was the
fact that written material recently in-
serted by two Democratic members
was Incorrectly Indentified as speeches
actually dilivered.

Republicans wanted the Rules Com-
mittee to look into thal discrepancy as
well as Into the overall integrity of the
Congressional Record.

Thomas Foley, D-Wash., who favored
sending the matter to the Adminlstra-
tion Cnmmillec for a less exhaustive

SENATE

PAY CUT — By a tle votc of 49-49,
the Scnate rejected an amendment to
slash the salarics of scnntors and
House members by 10 percent. The
proposed $7,510 cut would have low-
cred lJawmaker's pay to $67,690,

Moembers of Congress In January
recelved a 3.5 percent pay hike follow-
ing a 1984 Increase of 4 percent.

The congressional budget blueprint,
which remained under debate, scts

prioritics and i but
stops short of releasing federal outlays.
Congress later In the year will imple-
ment the blueprint when It takes vp au-
thorization and appropriation bills,

Jesse Helms, R-N.C., who sponsored
the pay cut, sald, “I hear constantly in
this chamber and across the country
that the burden of reducing the federal
deflelt must be shared by all.”

Opponent Carl Levin, D-Mich,, said:
“The goal of shared sacrifice is to be
fair, not punitive, and should not be ex-
plolted for political or partisan gain.”

Senators votlng no were opposed to
cutting congressional salaries by 10
percent. Voling no were Michigan
Democrats Curi Levin and Donald Rie-
gle.

DEFENSE ~ By a vote of 40 for and
§1 agalnst, lhe Senate refused to kill an
n behalf of lower defense

lhnn Presldunl Reagan wanis

probe, buted the dentlflcation
of the L ’ written to
clerical error.

Charles Pashayan, R-Calif., sald the
Record must be made a more accurate
chronicle of floor proceedings because
judges and historians rely on it to
determinc legislative intent,

Members votlng no favored the

in fiscal 1986-68, This occurred durlng
debate on the congresslonal budget
blueprint {above).

The vote sustained a proposal that
defense outlays be allowed to rise only
to kcep pace with infiation. By con-
trast, Reagan has rccommendcd 21946

tougher of two p:

of the Congrcsslonnl Record.

Voting yes: Dennls Hertel, D-Harper
Woods, Willlam Ford, D-Taylor, Sander
Levin, ‘D-Southflch.

Votlng no; Carl Pursell, R-Plymouth,
‘Williiam Broom(ield, R-Blrmingham.

dc!cvse hike eq to the inflation
rate plus 3 percent, down from the 6
percent “real growth” hike he eriginal-
ly requested.

The vote would permit 1986 defense
outlays of $273.1 billion.

Strom Thurmond, R-5.C., who voted

o

rollcall report

to kil the amendment, sald schators
should "have the courage and have the
wisdom not to cut the defense budget
below a 3 pereent growth, We necd that
growth to keep this country free.”

Disagreeing, Mark Hatfleld, R-Ore.,
said “any nation that is a debtor nation,
carrylng o $200 billlon budget deflelt
and a $40 billlon trade deflclt, is not a
secure natlon In any sense of the
word.”

Senators voting no favored the lesser
of two proposed hikes in defense spend-
ing. Voling no: Leviu and Ricgla,

HIKES — The Senate voted, 80 for
and 18 agalnst, to permit full cost-of-

living adjustments (COLAs) In fiscal
1986-88 for retired civil service and
congressional employees, military re-
tirees, reciplents of black lung and vet-
crans compensation benefits, and all
other federal pensioners,

The vote is expected to Increase defl-
clt spending by $11 billlon over three
years, It oceured during debate on the
congressional budget blueprint {above.)

President Reagan hnd requested
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lower COLAs — of nbout 2 percent —
for Socinl Sccurity reciplents and all
other federal pensloners. In a previous
voLe the Senate restored full Soclal Se-
y COLAs, at a projected cost of
122 bHUon aver three years.
Senators voting yes favored full cost-
of-living adjustments for federal pen-
sloners, Voting yes: Levin and Riegle.

LABELING — The Scnate rejected,
27 for and 68 against, an amendment

requiring thot artifically sweetened
soft drinks be labeled to tell consumers
how much aspartame, or NutraSweet,
they might contaln,

The vote occurred during debateon S

41!4 whlch was lnmrpmed and sent to

Spomr Howard Metzeabaum, D-
Ohio, sald: “I am just eaylng. tell the
people low much (aspartame) s In the
can. What is so terrible about that and
why so much lobbying Is takiog place
against It Is beyond my comprehen-

slon."

Opponent Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, sald
ltisupmlhnFoodandDru Adminls-
tration, not the Congress, to sct label-
ing requirements for products contain-
Ing aspartame.

Senators voting yes favored lnbeting
to show the quantity of aspartame con-
tained in soft drinks.

Voting no: Levin and Rlegle,
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