Tips offered to prevent vandals

By Doug Funke
statf wrltor

" Protecting property from vandals
Isn't necessarlly an easy task, but steps

*“can be Laken to lessen your chances of

becoming such a crlme vietim, pollee
say.

Recommendations were sought fol-
lowing assertions by Troy police that
damages resulting from de-

dents to be observant and when they
sce this activity taking place or about
to take place, call the police depart-
ment immediately,” Steele said. “Re-
port all susplelous activity.”

IF POSSIBLE, park cars in garages
or driveways rather than on the street.
Constder walking down your strect oc-
caslonally 50 you can recognlze persons

structlon of property topped the
$100,000 mark through the first four
months of this year.

“We can stress resldential lighting
durlng hours of darkness so as to illu-
milnate persons who may be Invotved in
(his type of activity,” said Officer Phil-
Ip Steele of the crime prevention bu-
reau,

watch and nelg! -
hood security patrol help to deter this
type of activity,” he added. “Often
times, those people involved llve In or
neat subdivisions where vandalism

* takes place.

“The name of the game is for resl-

Professlonal help can pave the way
to a picture-book lawn, But, whether
you let the pro do it, or do it yourself,
the route to a beautiful lawn is the
same,

Grass type, mowling, watering, fertil
izatlon, and control of weeds, Insects
and disease are basics for a healthy
lawn. None should be neglected.

Don't underestimate the impartance
of choosing the type grass best sulted
for your geographical lecatlon, cli-
mate, soll type and speclal needs. Sale
of grass sced I3 a very sophlisticated In-
dustry, with over 120 million pounds of
seed sold annually. Types of sced avall-
able arc tremendously varled.

Best of all, grass seed ls cconomleal
and ene of the lcast expensive things

- -your lawn will require. A smart deci-

slon on grass type will save you time,
moncy and trouble on the other basles.

Don't take mowing lightly, either.
Blades should be set high enough to
prevent scalping. If the sun can dry
roats, your lawn will suffer and show
it. Keep blades sharp so the mower
cuts Instead of chews.

Most experls agree that clippings
should not be removed. Clipplngs do
not contribute to thatch build-up, how-
ever, If large clumps remain after
mowing, these should be removed. Soil
should be moist and the lawn dry for
best mowing results in hot weather.

YOUR LAWN probably needs more
water than you give it. Without rain, an
inch of water once a week [s needed.
The soll should be molstened to a depth
of six Inches to promote decp rooting.

1f you question the need for fertilizer
— don't, Lawns should reccive a high
nltrogen fertilizer Lwo or three times
annually, Soil testing will determine
your tawn's need for fertilizer nutricnts
as well as lime to correct an acld sofl.

There are several types of soil-test-
Ing kits on the market that enable
homeowners to test soil fertility them-
selves. These kits are usualiy available
in lawn and garden stores and are rela-
tively simple to use. These home kits,
however, arc not as accurate as having
your soil tested by a professlonal lawn
care company or state university labo-
ratory.

Proper identification of weeds, In-
sects and certain diseases is essential

Inthe d and they you.

Patterns of comlngs and golngs con
usually be perceived through front-
parch sitting.

“The other key Is parental involve-
ment and responsibllity for their chll-
dren,” Steele said. “Parcnts should be
aware of where their chlldren are and
what they're dolng when they're away
from home.”

Persons who want more information
about nelghborhood watch or crime
prevention arc asked to contact Steele
at 524-3446.

Troy pollce sald Monday that some
recent medin accounts overstated the
conncction between teen involvement

for effeclive control. It is almest inevi-
table that some of these problems will
require countermeasures at some polnt
In time. Faflure to match the correct
pest with the proper contrel material Is
throwlng moncy away and llkely
guarantces a ragged lawn.

Unfortunately, it Is not always easy
to sort out and identlly dlffcrent vreeds,
Insects and dlscases, In faet, cffective
control Is often easier than accurately
ident!fying the problem.

Doggedly factual

Here are some Interesting facts about humans®

favarite companien, the dog:
e The Tahitlan bear dog Is the rares

dog, with only flve known cxamples surviving. The
were formerly used for hunting big game by

dogs
the Tahitian Indians of western Canada,

@ The Yorkshire terrler, the Chihuahua and the
toy poodle are the smallest breeds of dog. Minta-
ture versions have been knawn to weigh less than

16 ounces in adulthood.
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‘Parents should be
aware of where their
children are and what
they're doing when
they're gway from
home.’
— Philip Stelie
crime provention buroau

in para-military-type groups and van-
dalism in the city.

Troy pollce last week announced that
several small groups of juvenilcs may
have been responsible for rashes of
vandalism since school began lust fall.

“IN TERMS of the blg picture, actly-
ity of thesc groups ls very small,” Lt.
John Knechtges sald Monday.  “Our
concern I8 that these groups exist in the
first place.

“We've had a problem, obvlously,

The only sure route to také in ldentl-
{ylng these pests Is to carefully moni-
tor your lawn, learn about common
pests or seck qualified, p ad-

with this sort of thing (vandallsm),”
Knechtges added. “While it has slowed

down, It hasn’t gone away.

“Whal we were trying to do is make
a statement saying we are aware these
groups exlst, we want them to know wit
know they exist, we wil continue to In-
vestigate them and we will do what-
cvlcdr we can to stop thelr actlvity,” be
said. .

Capt. Glenn Dunn teld the city coun-
cf! Monday that as far a3 Troy pollce
were aware, lwo such groups bad a
comblned invelvement of no more than
10 persons.

Qnly four young people so far have
been arrested — lhree for mallclous
destructlon of property in a single nci-
dent at one locatien in Troy.

Police say they believe the three be-
long to an organtzed group called the
Jesters of Yort, but don't know for cer-
taln whether that affiliatlon was the
motivation for the specific attack, safd
Sgt. Rlchard Hay, supervisor of the ju-
venlle unit.

How to have a beautiful lawn this season

cholce of materials and {dentlflcation
of key problems confronting your lawn,
Besides taking care of preblems ef-

vice. .

An Increasing number of lawn own-
ers in the US. are dolng just that —
secking out advice and ald from profes-
sional lawn care companies,

A qualified lawn care service offers
the work of professionals trained (n

y are fast be-
comlng the ultimate short-cut to an at-
tractlve lawn for a growing number of
homcowners. Professional lawn care
can be 8 real Ume-saver for working
couples and other people with limited
leisure ttme, men and women javelved
in sports on the weckends, people who
travel, and those people who are handi-
capped or

chemical and fertilizer
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Say “Good-Bye” to Power-Rabbing Automatics

Say “Hello” to Gravely’s Gear-drive Tractors
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Gravely
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The 8000 Series Tractors
Feature:

- All gear direct-drive - Unique
rear engine design - Rack &
pinion steering -12, 16,17 & 19
hp-40'", 50" & 60’" Mowers

> T T aer Financing Available NOW °
Gravoly 8000 Series E'l‘he Gravely System
FULL SERVICE AND COMPLETE PARTS INVENTORY
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“PVE LOOKED AROUND,AND I'M
CONFIDENT THAT LIBERTY
GIVES ME THE BEST PROTECTION
FORTHE RIGHT PRICE?

Jim West and daughiter Mliaon

Auto, Home and Life Folicyholder. | &
8 "Choosing the right
insurance company wasn't
easy, | compared, and found
that Liberty Mutua) offers the
bes! protection at the right
34 price for my auto, home and

4 Ieinsurance. And because
E¥ Liberty Mutuatis located

nearby, I'm sure lo getihe
individual attention I need.
Try finding that samewhere
else, Calland compare,
You'll see why 1 believe in
Liberty”
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