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DESPITE ITS upbeat tempo, the high

* school graduation season always has had

an undertone — aleohol-related
driving deaths.

Every year we read about teen-agers
killed, either the victims of someone clse’s
overindulgence or of their own drunken-
ness. Many of us have known the victims,
sometimes intimately.

“What a waste,” we mumble to our-
selves. But soon tiie season ends, our lives
go on, and we forget, Well, we forget until
the next season and another slaughter jars
our collective conscience.

But i PP
this year — something different. Students,
parents and teachers, disgusted with past
deaths and fearful of what the future
holds, are taking action.

Throughout the area, high schools are
joining in a drive to help students make it
through graduation alive by sponsoring
all-night parties. A media blitz has been
launched by television and radio stations
to stress the importance of finding alter-
native ways to celebrate this memorable
occasion, Mothers Against Drunk Driving
(MADD) members also are pushing for al-
ternatives.

BUT THE MOST EXCITING part of
this new-found concern is the overwhelm-
ing enthusiasm shown by the students.
Students Against Driving Drunk (SADD) is
becoming a more high-profile group on
campuses.

As we all know, peer pressure, the bane
of adotescent existence, for once is having
a salutary impact. Groups are organlzing.
Students are talking to one another about

. actually staying sober during graduation

or, at least, staying out of thedrivers seat.
And they are talking about this concern

* with their parents. That's right, their par-

r

. According

cals.

Under a program called “Project Grad-
uation,” students and parents are signing
contracts stipulating that if the students
get drunk, parents will give them a ride
home with no questions asked.

Now you've got to admit, that's certain-
ly a new twist in parent-teen relation-
ships.
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Teen-agers also are agreeing to help
one another out by establishing escort
groups which will give overindulgent
peers a ride home. Teens also are agrees
ing among themselves that at least one
person will stay sober so driving home
won'l become a wholesale tragedy.

To promote safe driving on graduation
night, WDIV-TV (Channel 4) is airing an
honor roll of schools where more than 50
percent of students have signed a con-
tract.

70 GET A SAMPLING of what this is
all about, you'll want to turn to WTVS-TV
(Channe! 56) this week. Last cvening you
might have seen “Both Sides Now" where
a panel of students discussed drunk driv-
ing.

But if you missed that, there is more.

On Friday, at 7:30 p.m. and 1 am,
“Friday Night Special” will tell three sto-
ries about teen-agers and drunk driving.
“Detroit Week in Review” at 9 p.m. on
Friday will host high school journalists
who will discuss drunk driving.

Finally, at 11 p.m. the rock video pro-
gram “The Beal" will spotlight a song
wrilten and performed by Detroit-area
high school students especially for
“Project Graduation.” Students from five
high schiools composed, arranged and per-
formed songs. The song selected was Roy-
al Oak Dondero's “Hell of a Price to Pay.”

Sure, students will die this graduation
season, the victims of drunkeness. But
with the growing effort by a lot of differ-
ent groups and individuals, a lot of folks'
teen-agers are going to live to adulthood.

Private charities

can’t take

THOSE WHO espouse conservative
government spending frequently contend
that the government should cut back on
ald programs, that private resources can
best be used to help those in need.

Vet it is more and more evident that
private resources are not enough, that it is
up to the collective will of the people, in
the form of government, to ensure that
something is done to alleviate the condi-
tions under which a good percentage of
the population suffers.

A new case in point is the Salvation
Army’s 300-bed Harbor Light Center in
downtown Detrolt, The national organiza-
tion has said that efther its $600,000 defi-
clt incurred by operating the center has to
be climinated, or the center will be closed.

Even with a state contribution of $12
per day, the center has been golng deeper
in the hole. There are presently some ef-
forts In the state Legisiaiure tv incieass
the state's contribution to the center to
$17 per day.

DURING THE last year the center
served 4,805 people. What will happen to
the hundreds of unfortunates who found
shelter - and sanctuary ai the Harbor
Light? The center was for many & means
of staying alive, at least for a time, often
until some form of rehabilitative help was
avallable. '

Are we to allow them to go out on their
own to seek refuge and understanding in a
world where the refuges are strained and
dwindling? -

We are at the same time approaching a
point in our society where the poor, the
unskilled and the disadvantaged have
fewer and fewer opportunities.

According to a Unlversity of Michigan
study completed by a former deputy as-
sistant secretary of U.S. Department of
Health, Education and Wellare, more and
more Americans are siipping into poverty.

Nancy Amidel, adjunct professor of so-
clat work, said: “The numbers are sober-
ing: 35 million people — nearly 40 percent
of them children — Hve below poverty
while another-12 million have incomes

just above the poverty threshold.”
to Amidel, who s also for-
mier director of the U.8. Senate Select
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Committee on Nutrition and Human
Needs, “It isn't just that the poor are in-
creasing or that more of the poor are
women, Since 1978, the government’s own
statistics show that the percentage of full-
time workers who are poor has gone up by
one-third.”
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Race won’t hurt Lucas

PHE LESS written about Bill Lucas’
race, the hetter, it will be a minimal fac-
tor, at most, if and when the Wayne Coun-
ty executive decides to run for governor.

I the Democrat-turned-Republican is
defeated In the attempt, it won't be be-
cause he's black.

The intermlinable discussion of his pos-
sible candidacy reminds one of the 1960
presidential campaign when there was
endless speculation on how Protestants
would take to a Catholic named John F.
Kennedy.

It made little difference because anoth-
er Catholic named Alfred E. Smith had
drawn the fury in 1928, The bubble of
anti-Catholicism had been pricked by the
time JFX rolled onto the scene. Protes-
tant Americans no longer believed Catho-
lics were horned devils.

DETROIT WENT through the throes of
speculation about black politicians until
William T. Patrick Jr. broke the ice by
belng elected to the city council back in
the '50s.

The ice was melted by Richard Austin
who became the first black nominee for
.mayor In 1969, He paved the way for
Coleman Young’s victory in 1973,

Statewide, Otis Smith calmly chilled the
racial issue by belng elected to the Michi-
gan Supreme Court in the '60s. Austin's
race caused barely a ripple when he was
elected secretary of state in 1970. It was
raised briefly when Austin sought the U.S.
Senate nomination in 1976, but the truth is
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that he was a dull candidate compared to
Don Riegle.

The novelty of a black running for
statewlde office in Michigan has pretty
much evaporated.

No black petson has been governor of a
state since post-Civil War Reconstruction
days. If Lucas makes it, surely it will be
news. But a critical factor to white vot-
ers? Not in Michigan.

LUCAS IS warmly accepted by whites.

One reason s his speech — articulate,
with a West Indian accent, not the hyped-
up southern rhetoric of the Rev. Jesse
Jdckson. Indeed, if you should happen to
catch a Lucas speech, ask yourself after-
wards; What'did he say?

Lucas uses a lot of words but says noth-
ing of substance, certainly nothing threat-
ening to whites. He simply can't be com-
pared to Coleman Young, who still seethes
with hatred about his Detroit high school
days when kids from Grosse Polnte were
bused in.

Another reason is that as sheriff, Lucas
took care of his whitg constituents in the
townships of western Wayne County. Un-

like Oakland County, which made town-
ships pay for the sheriff's road patrol, Lu-
cas insisted on a free ride for the Wayne
County townships. Many Wayne County
rednecks forgot they were rednecks with
that kind of free ride.

He was a hero In Plymouth’s holiday
parades. If he can be a hero there, Kala-
mazoo and Escanaba will have few
qualms,

In 1982, Lucas won the Democratic
nomination for Wayne County executive
against several far better candidates with
records of advocacy of county reform. He
cut very deeply Into the white vate. The
black vote was 95 percent in his favor.

THAT BRINGS us to the real signifi-
cance of the racial factor. The white
backlash will be insignificant, but will
blacks cross over to vote for a black Re-
publican?

T honestly can’'t answer that one. Cer-
tainly, Young helped Republican Gov.
William G. Milllken’s 1978 campalgn by
holdlng back on eriticism of the governor
and by not busting his tail for the Demo-
cratic nominee.

There is no question that blacks will
give 95 percent support to black non-par-
tisan and Democratic candldates. But Re-
publican Lucas doesn't need monolithic
black support to be elected governor —
Just 12, 15 or 20 percent, like Milliken.

These speculations on race overlook one
thing: Michiganians may not vote for or
against Bill Lucas. They may just decide
to vote for Jim Blanchard, .

dollars, Amidel sald, roughly one-third of
the nation’s poor families needed less than
€1,000 in eacane poverty in 1978 Teday
that's true for only 15 percent of the poor
families, The majority would need more
than $3,000 to get over the poverty line.

This is if you
that there are now more minimum-wage
jobs:in the fast-food industry than in
manufacturing.
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AMERICANS APPEAR to be willing to
put their money where their mouths are
concerning quality education. But is that

cnough?
A i State L ity survey

Amidei suggests that while c
indicators are looking better than they
have. in months, many soclial indicators
are looking worse that they have in years.

“In-the face of mounting evidence that
proverty and its consequences are grow-
ing, the president and Congress have cut
back on help, without taking any steps to
assure that other,sources of help — local,
private, voluntary — bad been put in
place first.”

Amidei says the best solution to the
problem s ‘not douts but adequat:
wages from paying jobs. But for people
who work but earn too little, or who aren't

shows 81 percent of those polled agreed to
pay $200 more in taxes per year to raise
teacher salaries.

Ever since the U.S. Department of Edu-
catlon Issued its “A Natlon at Risk" report
which outlined the shortcomings of public
education, parents have been warned that
improving schools was going to hit them
in their pocketbooks.

WE PROBABLY shouldn't be surprised

"that parents are In agreement over the

need for higher school taxes. When you

:stop to think about it, it’s the- American

way. .
A have a peculiar notion that

employable, “we must be prepared to help
wllh"tbe basics: food, housing, medical
care.

The sl\idy bears out what many con-.

tend: Cutting government loose from so-
clal welfare programs and hoping that
private programs will take up the slack Is
50 much wishful thinking. : ’

if we dump enough money on & problem,
the problem will disappear, And the defi-
clency in our educational system is a
problem that's embarrassing enough to us
that we're willing to try.to spend our-
selves out of it.

But aren't school adminlstrators and
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education experts only telling half the
story? T wonder what the reaction would
be if parents were told that their time and

not their money i3 what is needed for their -

children to make the most of their educa-

tion,

We're willing to pay for better teachers,
better classes and better facitities, but are
we willing to give what it takes to be bet-
ter parents? '

'WE SEEM to have the attitude that af-
ter we've plunked down our tax dollars,
we've met our end of the deal, and we're
content to let the professionals take over.

Once we get past nursery rhymes, we
stop reading to our kids. Maybe we stop
reading for ourselves too, 50 our kids nev-
\er-sec an adult who finds pleasure in

.
t

propping open a novel or a biography. And
after our kids get too old for library story
times, we stop taking them or even cn-
couraging them to go on their own. H
Rather than dlscuss thelr homewotk,
we're content to belleve that it can be
done in a half-hour in front of the televi- -
sion. After we help with the mandatory
sclence fair project, we kiss that off for
another year and hope our kids go back to
watching “Dukes of Hazzard" reruns ip-
stead of urging them toward “Nova" on
public television. .
We sign them up for Little League, but

overlook enrich classes the i

nity college offers for kids, e

+

AND PARTIALLY because we fc'::l
guilty about our lack of contribution to
our child's development and worry about
their making the grade, we buy them:)a
home computer and then let them play vi-
deo games on jt. .

We love our children, and when we wapt
to show thern how much we love them, we
open our wallets, But the stakes are tgo
high, the repercussions permanent. 13

A better education begins at home,

‘.




