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Short story returns to favor

that literature is a pretty grand thing.”
On:: hundred slxty-eight writers from all over

d by

and out of state attended the discusslons,

The recent Short Story p s
Detrolt Women Writers and Frlends of the Detroit
Publlc Library drew writers and devotees of the
short story to the matn Detroit Public Library for a
wo-day conference.

The symposlum is a new cndeaver for Detroit
Women Writers who also sponsar the popular Oak-
tand Universlty Writers' Conference each October,

Sympaoslum director, Cynthia King, sald, “There
was a hunger for literary dialogue among Michigan
writers so we declded to bring literary people to
the Midwest for a conference, We felt we were Im-
mensely successful; not only did we break cven and
not go In the red, but there was excitement In the
auditorium and people came away with the feeling
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Whilo one porllgn o; Lols Bro’s home studio s fllled with allof the  Continued from Page 1

or portion s devoted to all
the equipmont needed for dressing dolls and creating soft sculp-

sicians can hear themselves play In an audltorlum,
rather than in some catch-as-catch-can band room.

ture.

A penchant for dolls

Conllnued from Page 1

Her studlo now comprlses the entire ground floor of her home where
Bro begins with a clay portralt model for the doll's head, hands and fect,
and follows through with mold casting, pouring and flring in poreelain,
sandlng, hand paintlng the porcelaln, making the doli's body construe-
tlon, then dressing the doll.

She also creates Ne-sized sculpture portraits, limited editlon dolls,
and is now mld-way Into her Women Artist Series that was featured In
“Doll Reader,” a national publication.

Next to come in the Women Artist Series is Sarzh Bernhardt, and when
her doll-image is completed wlil be added to a sllde-lecture package to
be used in presentations.

“It's all to be shared. I am not a closet collector. Anything that's worth
keeplng or collecting should be out on display, shown, shared and appre-
clated,”she said.

She shared her doll collection with others by opentng a dolt museum tn
Royal Oak and that sharlng-phtlosophy is one of the characteristics the
art commisslon's selectlon commilttee states as a must when choosing lts
Artist-In-Resldence for the year.

BRO SHARES her love for creating dolls by teaching in “Dolls by
Joyce" In Westland on a regular basis and has offcred a wide variety of
classes [n both soft p and in F C
Center on a perlodle basts.

She s a featured artist in Carolyn Hall's book “Seft Sculpture” and she
is creator of “Burnic Blrd.”

The orlginal “Burnie Blrd,” a soft sculpture creatlon, is in Children's
Hospital now. The character was commissloned by Detrolt Chapter of
National Council for Jewlsh Women and Is uscd as a symbol for burn
preventlon,

Center shares award

Conlinued from Page 1

A QUILT that is now hanging In one of the center's rooms depicts the
heritage of the house, and because it was a gift from volunteer quilters,
it simultancously deplcts the warm {eelings residents have about having
thelr own community center.

A simllar example 15 a children's book which contains a history of the
house, writtcn agaln by volunteers, The Ridgewriters, who use the com-
munlty center as a meeting place.

‘The grounds are utilized almost 23 much as the Insides of the house,
for picnics whether public or private, for shows from the amphitheater
stage, for palnting classes, for nature study, for bullding snowmen.

“The building provides the physical structure, but it is the human
element of the staff and which Its su-
ceas,” sald Allee Nichols, a member of the selectlon committee which
named this year's award winners for Farmington Area Arts Commlssion,

“We our fortunate to bave such a center which connects the history of
the past and reaches to the future in service to the arts and in service to
our residents,” she sald.

- That contribution was one of our most fortunate.”

OAKWAY SYMPHONY has been heard, at one
time or another, in every clty in the Plymouth-to-
Troy route. The years have brought varied presen-
tatlons that ran from the symphony's performance
wlth Victor Borge at Mcadow Brook to the closing
of Founders Festival as fireworks were shot off in
synchronlzatloen to the “1812 Querture.”

Along the way, cabaret concerts became a stan-
dard part of Qakway's subscription series, gener-
ally given In Madonna College for the different
style of muslc that demands a different kind of
space.

“We only give one of those a year and I know we
would be sold out I we gave one a month,” DiBlasl
sald. "I decline that because Oakway is a symphony
orchestra and I want to keep it where it belongs, 1
believe In good musle and just want to play good
music well."

What DiBlasi describes as “a feather In Onkway's
hat"” is The Young Artlsts scholarship competition,
funded by Michigan Foundatlon for the Arts,

“We started that for young musicians about five
or slx years ago and now [t's belng copicd all over
the state. This year we had five winners who not
only get money prizes, but are featured performers
for one of our concerts in the year.

*That’s one of the fringe beneflts that came out
of Gakway; that and the unknowns who stas
play with us and are now golng up the ladder and
being able to demand some pretty hefty salaries,”
be sald,

ON THE MONEY end of things, in Oakways's
beginning years only unlon card holders got pald.
‘Three years ago the turning point came when all of
the musletans began recelving sataries.

“Ticket sales don’t do this. Tlcket sales never do
this, there are always special projects, special
fund-ralsers that have to be arranged by our board
and our women's assoclation to keep us in opera-
tlon,” he said.

DiBlasl describes his profession a3 “a free-lance
musleian” and he describes Oakway as “one of my
severa) full-time jobs.”

and readings by nine accomplished writ-
ers. .

A panc) of small press editors Introduced the au-
dience to the many Hterary journals which publish
quality short flction and have launched the carcers
of many short stary writers.

WILLIAM Abrahams, editor of The O. Henry
Awards for the past 18 years, chooses the winning
storles for the annual collections primarily from
those published in literary journals.

Three New York editors, Willlam Abrahams of
E.P. Dutton, Ted Solotaroff of Harpers and Gordon
Lish of Knopf discussed the status and future of the
short story.

King calls the three, “men who were cruclal In
perpetrating a revival of the short story In Ameri-
ca”

Mushreoming short story contests and increasing
interest In short fiction insplre many to claim that
a short story renalssance is In progress.

Editors Abrahams, Solotaroff and Lish spoke of
the reality that despite burgeoning interest in short
storles, publishing houses still sell far fewer story
collectlons than novels. The consensus was that
“There Is no future in wrlting short stories if you
want to get rich, but good writers don't need to go
hungry.”

Critlcs, agents and edltors cxplored what ele-
ments make a story memorable and worthy of pub-
llcation.

Ellnor Benedlet, edltor of “Passages North™ liter-
ary magazine, sald she's “always huntlng for the
story with that something that changes the reader,
a prick of the pin or a blow on the head.”

Nine published writers wha've collected an Im-
presstve array of awards and accolades for their
short fiction read from thelr work, The varied sto-
rles had in common rlch, sometimes lyrical Jan-
guage and the abllity to hook listeners Into the
world of the story through the writer's mastery of
the storyteller's art.

Nancy Wlitard, Newberry award-winning auther
of chlldren's books and author of the acelalmed
short story collection “Angel in the Parlor,” opened

the readings and spoke of the connection between:
storytelling and stery writlng. “Telling a story Is as.
simple as conversatlon. The object of the game (of!
fictlon) is to tell the lle and in the telling of it to
make it true.”
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writers Stuart Dybek, “Chitdhood and Other Neigh- s,

borhoods™; Paulctte White, and Janette Kaulfman,

written in the present tense and from first-person
point of view.

Thls is a departure from the intrenched traditlon
of. teking stories In (hird person past tense. This
new style of storyteliing has the advantage of im-
medlacy and strong emetlonal impact.

As Alan Cheuse, writer and critic for National
Publle Radlo's *All Things Consldered,” sald, “Sto- %
ries make shapes out of feeling.” :

The steriee read ot the symposlum offered listen- 4
©rs ways to cope with thelr own lives and their own 4
mortality. They shaped experlence and offered
sense, certalnly not the didactic sense that old-lime
stories were cxpected to provide, but an emotlonal
sense that lingered in memory.

CHEUSE and Charles Baxter, “Harmony of the
World,” and the soon-to-be-released “Through the
Safety net,” read {rom thelr work as did Michlgan
writer Gloria Whelan whose storles have been fea-
tured in the O. Henry and Pushcart colleetions of
prize-winning stories.

At round-tahle workshops, each participant had
an opportunity to rend his own stery and hear a
professional writer and others in the group discuss
its merits and weaknesses,

In conjunction with the symposium, Detroit
Women Writer's sponsored a short-story contest,
Doris Langford of Ann Arbor won $500 and publlca-
ton in “Metrapolitan Detroit™ for her flrst-place
entry, “And 1 Wonder What She's Thinking This Life
Is”

“Passages North” will publish the sccond prize
story, “Home" by Jan Gerber of Fremont, who
recelved a check for $175. Marla Bruno Holley of
St. John won $75 for her third place entry,

PRING SALE
25% to 50% OFF

T MAY 16-25

- Mon.-Sat. 10-6, Thurs. 10-9-
FASHION CONCEPTS FOR WOMEN"

A former trumpet player for Detroit p
Orchestra, he performs on both trumpet and plano
with Full Cyrcle Quartet which keeps him busy
playing musie for whatever the occasslon through-
out southern Michigan.

“I'm a performer,” he satd, “'My first love is per-
{orming. [ was certainly not commiltted to conduct-
ing when we started out, but I've stuck with it for
12 years because of the committed musicians that
are in Oakway, the high calibre who come to audl-
tlons every year, the bellevers who back us, and the
full houses who turn out to hear us.”

DIBlasi sald the symphony Is always looking for
board members. He is always looking for dates to

* fitl up Full Cyrcle Quartet’s calendar. And Oakway

will be auditionlng for new members for it 1985-88
season.
“You can call me about any of these thing at 522.

R(_)xanne E‘) 7846, he sald.
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Lounge, Bar and Kitchen
Available For Rental,

Professionally Trained Staff
Swim Instruction
_ Member of Trl-Clty Swim League
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Greenhouse

~—Novi
"Quality Growers for 75 years™
Wixom Road at 10 Mlle
Novl

" 349-1320
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Whaohs,

181 5739.00

Complete Package

241.5849.00,

20ARSUAL
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16 x 32 N
INGROUND POOL KIT
Deslgner Proflle i

$2295.00
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POCA TINA
Portable Spa
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“Places in the World a Woman Could Walk”; and =
stories by Max Apple and Gordon Lish were all )
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