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200 actors work together to make TAP shows hits

By Gail Walsh

LL ACTORS require the giil of
sharlng to become a member
of TAP Ltd., a Michlgan tour-
ing company, based in Farm-

Inglon Hllls, which performs every-

g from musical revaes to psycho-

drumas,

«Founder-director-producer  Michacl
JeKller said of his 200-member compa-
nf. which Is beginning its 11th year,

“¥e are out for the company to work

together, not to make a star. We show

up as the peaple who have an opportu-
nity to share with you.”

Kller belleves If he shares honesty
and trust with his performers, then the

performers will'in turn ahare their hon- -

csty and trust with the audience.

The full company doesn’t necessarily
all perform at the same time, Kller ex-
plained. More often it's a case of sever-
al smaller groups performing in vari-
ous shows thraughout the arca.

THE COMPANY CAN perform pop-
ufar Broadway tunes or it can create o
show Lo 1t the needs of the customer,
Kiler said. For example, AutoWorld in
Flint wanted a show about cars, so Kli-
et created “Shake, Rattle and Rolt,”

,Onc of TAP"S trademarks Is friendll-

m’l‘lm actors greet each individual
audlenoe after every shaw...

WWe are people-oriented and “we

w;m: to know who shared thelr time

!’ us. We're good enough that we

t have to hlde behind the stage,” he

'ln(crncuun with the audience is an-
other TAP apeciality.

‘The key theme we push is love,’ with
shows that are as pretiy as they are
hilarious. ‘We always have fun when we

work.’

— Michael J. Klier
TAP Lid. founder

The shows include a game called
“Guess That Number" or “Buy You a
Drink" in which a prize is given away
by the sponsoring cstablishment to the
person who correctly guesses the name
of a song after-hearlng the introduc-
tlon. Klier sald the biggest prlze glven
away was a trip to Brazil durlng a
fund-ralser.

IN ADDITION TO house parties and
children's theater, the company also
performs at rehearsal dinners and wed-
ding receptions. Kller sald, “The key
theme we push s love," with shows
that are as pretty as they are hilarious.

“We always have fun when we
work,"” he sald,

Killer notes a trend in audicnce pref-
erence for older musie, especlally that
from the '30s and '40s with Gershwln,
Parier asd Berlinamopg.the mare pop-...
ular composers. “Broadway Is aiways
hot,” he said.

Although light musleal revues repre-
sent the company's major offerings,
the company also prescnts serious pro-
ducttons on teples such as substance
abuse and teen-age drinking.
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One psychodrama catled *'Who Says 1
Can't. . .” deals with teen-age aleohol-
ism.

KLIER IS A graduate of the Univer-
sity of Detroit with a degree in theater.
He spent six wecks at the Unlversity of
Dublln in 1972 as English acling coach
for the school’s production of "Who's
Afraid of Virginia Woolf,” by Edward
Albee.

Commenting on the experience, Kli-
er sald, “The art of the theater is a uni-
versal language where the rules are the
same. If you believe in something, then
the audience must.”

In additlon to his work with the The-
atre of the Arts Production — other-
wisc known as TAP — Klier teaches
grccnhousc and landscaping classes. He
said, “Art and nature have a lot In com-
mon. Any director worth his salt will
‘take hotiée"o! that-and-atso be able to
put it on the stage.”

Klier recently spent elght weeks
dlrecting a patriotic muslcal revue per-
formed by 22 10-year-olds who went to
France for three wecks an an exchange
program.

“WHEN I FIRST met thesc klids,
they couldn’t sing or dance and they did
wot want to learn elther,” he said. But
they had to learn because a perlorm-
ance was a requirement of the trip.

Klier sald he felt the best way to go
a it was to treat the children as if

TAP Ltd. pr p actress
Kiier run gha
. they. were. adults, ssing.a seose.of b .

mor and sharing.

The prcvlnusly disinterested children
rewarded Kller by presenting him with
a plague and poem they wrote to ex-
press thelr gratitude before leaving the
country.

“They learned a great deal during
that time but I prabably learned more.
If you believe in the people, you work
and give o them. Th-.n they will ale
ways give back to you,” he sald,

Kller and Robert Lelder of South-

1 mate-

_sible for: ol the pansinal sCOres. ;.

REBECCA KLIER IS a Joplm Mo.,
native and a graduate of John Brown
University in Arkansas where she ma-
Jored in plano. She teaches musle and
drama at West Maple Middle School in
Blrmingham.

TAP Ltd. actress Ellzabeth Porter of
Detroit, a graduate of the American
Academy of Aris in New York, who
calls herself the “Queen of Tap,” said
of Kiler: “Michael treats people as
human belm;! He is both friend and

eld 1 all
dnl with Klier's wuc Rebecea respon-

With purchnso ‘of another entree
s not Includa beversgos ar extras.

Kller, Rebeccn and Porter all agree

RANDY BORST/statt photographar

Porter (left), plano player Rebecca Klier and director

... TAP shows represent “as wholesume

and clean entertalnment as you ean get
without belng corny.” There s nothing
off-color in the shows “and you can al-
ways bring the kids."

In fact, 12.year-old Trey Kller at-
tends all the shows. He appears to be
following his parents' example by re-
ceiving a part in Detroit Country Day's
production, “A Is for Appic.”

When asked if he would like 1o pur-
sue a career in theater, he said, “I don't
think so. I want to lead u normal llfe,

plus I'm having enough troubles with
nlgebra
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