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——GREENSTONES

See our wide range of classic
eternity band rings set with precious
stones, Priced from, $360.

528 N, Woe
4 Blocks N
Manday thru Saturday

atd Ave. » Birmingham
W Maple « 6:42-2650
30 + Major Credit Cards Welco

r—l Creators of fine jewelry for over 55 years f_—_

complimentary honeymoon suite including champagne.

a beautiful beginning...

Book your reception with the Northfield Hilton and you'll enjoy a

«Elegant Ballrooms
«Personalized
«Menus Prepared by Service
Our Master Chefs.
sLighted Free
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Music to wed by: Choosing a band

So. you don't know what you want, but
you know what you don’t want in o weds
ding bund. Nix on anyone the Shmenie
Brothers_could copy. Ditto on anyone
copying Twisted Sister. And you definite:
ly don't want anyone to play “Proud

Like any other aspect of plannicg, o
iding. choosing the band or a disc joc-
kcy requires some shopping around. De-
troit-aren booking agencies, specinlizing in
music for such occasions report that ubout
cight out of 10 customers choose bands
they've heard at somcon else’s wedding

However, for those who don't have the
fuintest idea about which band to
thete remain several ways of attucking
the problem.

Booking agencles, which can be contact
ed by loaking; under the “cntertainment”
cading n the Yellow Poges. offer & fuirly
quick way to survey and sccure o likely
prospect

They arcange for clients to preview o
band by listening to n cossette, viewing 0
video tape and/or setting up a time they
can see 0 geoup perform on stage or in re-
hearsal,

“We won't scll a band without the cus-
tomer sceiny: it,* said Jesey Patlow of Jer-
ry Patlow & Associates, Detroit. He ar-
ranges for clicnts to see n band in rehears.
al or on stage.

Othus, like ftunt
of Americu Inc. of F!ymmuh. i shents
to view viden tapes of a bund before send-
iniz them out to see a live performance. 11
the client likes the band's video tape, En.
tertuinment Consultants informally hiolds
it band for the clicats until they can
view a live performunce.

But before the clicnts can listen o a
band. opents generally ask questions to
ket un idea of what kind of music would
satisfy them.

“If they tell me they've seen 17 groups
and want ta see more, T don't want to deal
Patlow said. “It's like poing to
car lots and kicking the tires. They're nat
serlous, Usually, Pl scad them out to sce
n band and if they don't like what they
1 tell them that 1 don't think we lave
unything for them.

“1 prefer those peaple go somewhere
dm_ FLid Dennis Horlan, prosident of
Entertoinment Consultants of America.

However, serious shoppers should keep
in mind that most bands specializing in
occasions such as weddings, Eencrally
play top 40 tunes augmented by a fimited
repertoire of polkns and cthnic speciaity
nes.

Before booking a band, take into consid-
eration how formal the wedding will be.

‘ou may want to request the band mes
bers wear tuxedos and gowns.
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Consid Do you want a
couple of suitars and an electric organ? Or
do you want a horn section? Do you prefer
wmale or female vocalisti

“Don’t consider only the price. Consid-
er the pecformance, People remember it
long: ofter they've forgotten the bridol
gown,” Harlon said.

1f there are songs and medleys that are
unsatistactory, specify which tunes you
don't wont to hear, “It's not unusual these
duys 1o writc o contract speifying tint
the band shoulda't play ‘Proud Mary,"”
Hartan said. *‘Celebration’ s coming in
at number two."

Prepare for sticker shock. Plon o
spending the area uveruge, $650-5675 for a
+ o six-picce band. In gencral, band
fees range $500.5800, according to Detrait
aetropolitan area booking agencics.

For that amount, they'll play for four
43minute sets separated by 1S.minute
Lreaks. They'll arrive at the scene of the
reception two hours before the celebration
begins in order to sct up. Clicnts arc cx-
ted to alert bonquet managers that the
band will arcive carly.

A couple on n tight budget might want
to consider hiring o disk jockey to spin

records. For an averoge price of $200.5300,
th:y l provide four hours or recorded mu-

. Some include o light show, nccording
o Putiow.

Entertainment should be booked be:
tween six months to one year in ndvance.
As o rule, Moy through September are
popular months for weddings and thus nre
booked earlier than the winter “off-scos

o,

Before you see a band or sign & contract
with an agency, don't be too shy to in-

quire if it's licensed, Harlan advised.
Beating with o lcensed ngeney decreases
your chances that it'll fold before the wed-
ding, leaving you without a bund or your

However, if you're determined to book &
band without going: through an agency be
sure the group hus been together for at
least two years with steady key personcl.
Bands have been known to fall opart
wecks before a wedding date, uccarding to
Horlan. Especially since you're booking
them ahead of time, you want some assur-
ance of stability in the band. Check out
their seferences.

Horlan olso sdvises asking if band
members have day jobs. He believes that
if they do, chances ure good they'll stay
together longer.

And whether you make the deal on your
own or go through an agency, before you
pluni down your deposit, make sure you
known what hoppens If the band is unable
to honor the date, if the wedding's can-
celed, or if the date changes.
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Beginnings...
Start at
Ingrid’s Bridal Salon

Pridal Gowss, Dridesmaid's and
Mother of-she-Hhride.
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Spring Diamond Specracular

See and compare our extensive selection of
fine G.IA. Certificate Diamonds
72 ct. Rownd BVYSH (uamounted) *2010
#5 et Round 1514 (uamounted) '2H60
104 ct. Pearshape G512 (unmovared) *3420
Eenerald-cot EVSZ in 14K, with tapeced bagueties 4170
W J'SI i platinum with apered bagueites '5230
132 t, Round LVV52 i placinua wich tapered bagueties *3800
rihape J-VVS2 in platinum with pered bagueties 413,500
404 4% e waler re

528 M. Woodward Ave, » Bicmingham
4 Blocks N. of Maple « 642-2650
Monday thru Saturday 9:30-3:30 » Major Credit Cards Welcome.

Wet Goods?

‘Mérrories
Alive Forever. ’

Save 10%-50% always at

%
WEDDING VIDEOTAPING /; ”“a Beverage Warehouse!

SPECIALISTS 4
{2 Camera Packag 1 Canera Package - k“"i ALLWEDDING ORDERS RECEIVE AN
. E'“?if.?iiﬁ?":‘." erdea o FAEE Ttredueion (4 TIONAL 10% OFF AL
by P CHAMPAGNES WITH THIS AD. NO LMIT! | 253 ; apce,
from 750 mf. siza only. ¢ | Ereclous. oy 4 P o

|20% DISCOUNT wi ’m;s AD|
Let the Magic Live On!

)

WINES « LIQUORS + KEG BEER « B‘EER + CHAMPAGNE * POP & MORE
4
4 i

Dalivery Available

274-0913
DEARBORN HEIGHTS

522-1119
LIVONIA

Greonfictd Road &
Northof 13Mlle &
Birmingham

b, Callfor an accurata
% wedding estimate.

-21

Conter Plazn At
573-4542

HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 10-9, Sun. 125




