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Marilu Henner 18 the dance hall hostess and Sela Ward
is the cattle baron’s daughter, who are both smitien
wilh the western hero, played by Tom Berenger, in
“Rustler’s Rhapoody.”

™. the movies

€ * Dan
Greenberg

‘Rhapsody’ suffers
from raunchy script
about the old west

1t's quite a challenge to take a clever ldea, a good cast, a decent
budget and turn it into a bad movie. Producer David Giler and
Writer-Director Hugh Wilson were equal to the task In “Rustler’s
Rhapsody.”

First, the clever jdea. What if they made Westerns Jike they used
to. . . with one exception? Yesterday's films with today's mores
and values, except for the hero. He's stuck with Hays Office Pro-
duction Code, circa 1938: “No lustful and open-mouth kissing.”

“Rustler's Rhapsody™ opens with the screenlng of an old, black-
and-white Rex O'flerlihin (Tom Berenger) western. O'Herllhan
made 38 In the good old days. As the sltuation is explalned, the
sereen widens 10 modern-day, full-color Cinemascope.

From hat point Rex rides his great horse Wildfire Into nearly
two hours of unfulfilled promises, bad jokes and a lot of humorless,
pointless homosexual atlusions.

EVERY WESTERN has iis cattle-baron villain, and this time
Andy Griffith as Colone) Ticonderoga has the unenviable assign-
ment of trying to be a tough, evil lord of the “raunch” while mine-
ing around with his cowhands,

The problem with this, and much of the rest of the film, is that a
one-liner is milked Jong after jts limited potential has run dry.
Griffith doesn't even have a one-liner to work as he shows no
strength or evil of hls own, simply prancing and nancing. The only

ibited by hls

i

The {ilm’s second abligatory villaln, the raliroad baran, Fernan-
do Rey, Is equally humorless and appears to suffer from terminal
heartburn, .

Griffith’s daughter, played by model Sela Ward, soen falls for
our singing hero, Rex, as does the local dancehall queen, Miss
Tracy, played by Marilu Henner. Several compromising situations
which develop — two glrls on the make for the same guy, one
campsite and one hero with morallty — are not exploited for their
potentlal slapstick humor,

The whale thing just lies there and whimpers slowly as the pace
falters and the dialoguc dies a humorless death.

“RUSTLER'S RHAPSODY” has all the other stcreotypes of old
westerns: Sheepherders; a corrupt sherri{f; town drunk, and anoth-
er gunslinger, John Wayne's son Patrick. His face-off with Rex,
and their discussion of good guys belng confident heterosexuals,
has got to be a new Jow in Lastelessness,

G.W. Balley as the town drunk who sobers up and becomes Rex's
falthful sidekick has all the grace and humor of a large, gray lump.
His so-called comedy routines tnclude trying to emulate Rex's he- *
role bound into the saddte, All he manages Is a groln-crushing leap.
It is tastetess, humorless and obvlous.

So is the film.

Andy Grlftith is Colone! Tlcondofoga, the cattle baron,
who is confused about his sexual identity.

upcoming
things to do

O AUDITIONS OPEN
Farmington Players
will hold auditions for a
summer  production of
“The Elephant Man" at
7:30 p.m. Monday-Tucs-
day, May 20-21, at the
Farmington Barn, 32332
W. 12 Mile, Farmington
Hills. For further infor-
mation, call 661-4599,

0 TVHOSTESS

Pholojournalist Linda
Solomnon of Birmingham
will be guest co-host the
week of June 9 on “The
Morning Exchange,” a
iwo-hour talk show. on
WEWS-TV In Cleveland.
Other women who will be
guest co-hosts in the next
few weeks include well-
known actresses. Solo-
mon_also has become a
regular on “Good After-
noon, Detroit.” For the
show starring John Kelly
and Marilyn Turner, she
appears each Wednesday
dolng a segment on par-
tics and bencfits involy-
ing local notahles,

© HARP MUSIC
Andreas Vollenweider
and Friends wlll appear
in concert at 8 p.m.
Thursday, May 23, ot the
Royal Oak Muslc Theatre
in Royal Oak. A Swlss
harpist, Vollenweider
made bls US. debut at

the 1981 Montreux De-
troit Jazz Festlval. Tick-
eis at $13.50 are avail-
able at the box oftlce and
all Ticket Warld outlets,
For more Information,
call 362-8023.

© CONCERT BAND
Leenard B. Smith and
the Detrolt Concert Band
wil) open Livonla's "“Mu-
sic Under the Slars” free,
annual series at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, June 18, at the
Livonia City Hall Plaza,
Flve Mile Road at Farm-
Ington Road, Concert-

goers should bring thelr
own foldlng chalrs or
blankets for the lawn.
For further Information,
calt 421-2000, Ext. 351,
from 8:30 a.m. to § pam.
weekdays.

© NEWPLAYS

The (Ifth program of
Its New Playwrights Fo-
rum Series will be pre-
sented at 7 p.m. Monday,
May 20, at the Attle The-
atre, Third Street at W.
Grand Bivd,, in Detroit.
Simone Juda Press, play-
wright In resldence, will

“Knocking at the Wrong

have staged readings of
her two one-act plays, “A
Burnlng Matter” and

Door.”" Admisslon s $3 at
the door only. For more
Informatlon about the sc- |
ries call 875-8285. [
© 'DANCE FEVER' :
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Preliminary, local au-
ditlons for "Dance Fe-
ver,” scen locally on
WDIV-TV, continue at 8
p.m. Tuesday, May 21, at
Club LaNotte in Fraser.
Final auditlon will be
held at 8 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 29.
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FREE urrice BeLveRY (Lunch Only)
8 Enleee Salads e 30 Sandwich Combinations
«_Hoarty Soups & Entroes
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SUPER RIBS EXTRAVA
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COCKTAILS
FINE WINES

+ Frosh SEAFOOD
* CHICKEN - VEAL - STEAK
« COMPLETE MENU with EXQUISI
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540-7940
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S
ITE PASTRY TABLE

SPEND A DELIGHTFUL EVENING AT GIORGIO'S
MONDAY thru THURSDAY.
WITH TWO DINNERS FOR THE PRICE OF ONE. JUST
BRING THIS AD WITH YQU, {maximum 8 poracns por patly)
{Special will be on lonst axpansive dinnor) (1 coupon per 2 peoplo}
Gratulties should be based on original value.

. WE WILL WELCOME YOU

Explres 5/23/85

HOURS: MOM.-WED, 11 AM-3PA & 5 PM-10.30 PHITH.SAT, 11AM-11 0K 7

ALWA
‘or. Whole’ Turkey,: t
Waffles, ;Bacon & Sausage;-Ba

Crisps, a’ never e

@atering

...since 1938

Your Place or Ours

Anywhere, anytime, any occasion.
From the moderate to the exquisite, we
cater to your particular needs. We
prepare, deliver and set-up.

Carry out service available.

Serving Dinner Memorial Day

Open 4 p.m.

Kingsleg Inn

‘WOODWARD AT LONG LAKE ROAD
+'644-14

Sunday’s Best Brunch -
Sundays10:30' A.M. M
'S Roast Sirloin-of ‘Beef, Baked Ham or Leg o'Laml

Eggs-Benedict, Scrambled Egps, Belgium !
r-B.Q  Beef ‘Itibs, Peel Youl

wn-Shrimp; ‘Assorted Pastries, Apple; Chi

:30 P.M.

nding Salad Bir, Assorted: Fre:

T L ve e et

gl Appoinimens.
-~ 7 "Vihirpodl, Saunas,
Showers,
Orentai Stat.
Muscla Pressure
Massa

MONDAY EVENINGS...
Boled Ttesh Lake Whietth With your

chace of tao from the i0%wing s,
1ald, potato or vegetab

‘ Wak inoe

Private Rooms for
#Aen and Women.

FRIDAY EVENINGS...

Your choke of: Broded Labe Whielsh o I

TOTRERTA

Ruast Prrme Ribs of Seel, 4y s Wehyour 0
28841 Orchard Lk, Rd. thoxcet ol o trom the folowng, soup, 9'95 !
In the r. Mower Plezs petgenin

sasd. potata o¢ segetable.

Kingsleg Jun

Seegtedtosene attheU'S Presdentiati=augurayin
Washiogton, D C., 198141 1905

(Cetwn. 12 8 13 Mile}
Farmington Hilla
553-2898
SHOGUN ORIENTAL
HEALTH SPA
23100 Tolo

North of

356-7310

erry or. Blueberry,
Fruit and

Monday-Saturday 10-2 AM,

This weekend bring vour
family to the tropicitl
environment of the
Helidome Indoor
Recrestion Center and

icl from the winter
blahs. Swim in our heated indoor
swimming pool, relax in our whirlpool and
sauna, play ping pong, billiards and clectronic
games, 115w -i8 hour tropical vacation for the price of @ room!
Vedid throngh June 2, 1985,
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LIVONIA WEST

1-275 & G Mile Road « Livonka, M1 Phoae (313) 1618300
{Mues pet. Friday and Saturday nights © Notapplicable (o grovps

=3,
-

ORCHARD LAKE RD. at 14 MILE
FARMINGTON HILLS, adjacent to Tally Hall
Mon.-Thurs. 7 am-10 pm, Fel, & 8at. 7 am-11 pm, Sun. 8 am-0 pm
' 628-4575

good earth. _

Restaurant and Bakery
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