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Area police launch search for sniper-

By Teri Banas
olalf writer

A 12-hour pollce search in northern
Livonla Tuesday falled to uncover a re-
cently released mental patlent who
fired a shotgun at a nurse’s car travel-
ing on Seven Mite.

The search was called off about 6:30
p.m. Tuesday after officers from Livo-
nia, Farmington Hills, Redford Town-
ship, Southficld and Michigan State Po-

lice combed a one-squarc mile arca
east of the Livonla Mall between Seven
and Elght Mlle roads,

The search area Included the site of
the Bolsford Elementary School.
School district offlclals, schoo) person-
ncl, volunteers, parents and pollce
turned out to ensure that the school
was protected. Stlll, two-thirds of the
puplls were taken home by the end of
the school day as parents learned of the
incident and came for thelr children.

Police sald a 30-ycar-old Detroiter
with a record of assaults and gun of-
fenses flred a shost-barreled shotgun at
the nurse’s car abaut 7 a.m. Tuesday,

HE WAS ldentified as Marcellus
Wilkins who reportedly been released
from the Northville State Psychiatric
Hospital earlier this month.

Det. Lt. Bobby Duren said the nurse,
Persongla Barnes, 35, a Detrolt resi-
dent, had scen Wilkins two weeks ago

Employers, educators discuss CO-0p

Employers and cducators wihl take
part in a seminar at Wayne State Uni-
verslty at 9:3¢ am. Thursday in the
McGregor Conference Center to dls-
cuss a national advertising

There wlit be comments on the “Eco-
nomle Climate of Michigan” by Peter
Brown, editer of Crain's Detrolt Busl-
ness Weekly. Brown wlll present a flve-

year p of the state's

on cooperative educatlon,
The gathering s the only Southeast-

John Riggs, supervlsor of human re-
sources management for the General

from the Nattonal for Co-

on Seven Mile near Grand River, Duren
sald the man was standing at the side
of the road holdlng a sign with the
words “to Callfarnia” printed on it, He
apparently recognized her and waved
it at her as she drove by, she told po-

ce.

Police belleve Witkins walted on Sev-
en Mile Tuesday morning for the
nurse's car and when It approached,
stood up from a crouched positlon and
fired at the car.

op Education and Matthew Truplano,
chalr of the Michlgan Counctl for Coop-
erative Educatlon, will discuss the na-
tional advertlsing campaign in a morn-
ing program.

Phll Lavender, executive dlrector of

P In a apecch fol-
lowing lunch,

John Cursoe, director of placement
services at Wayne State, will present
the results of a mldwest co-op student
employee salary survey at 2 p.m. Tru-

crn Michigan forum which brings to- Motors Warchousing and Distribution the Michigan Counci! for C ve
gether employers and educators to  Division, whi speak on co-op recrult-
waork on student co-op programs.
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phmo and Garrett wlll discuss market-

Educatlon, wlll update the prugrm in
ment at 10:45 a.m. Maureen Garrett the nntlnnn’l advertising campalgn on  at2p.m.
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The factis... Sherwood
as qulte a selection of
famous bears. Come in
and meet Scarlett Beara, Eivis
Bearsley, Lauren Bearcall,
Humphrey Beargart, the
Bearmitzvah Bear and
.of course Bearilyn
Monroe (plctured)
- complete with -
sun dress set,
sunglasses and
ribbon. These
loveables make
great gifts for
graduation, bar
and bat mitzvahs
or for any occasion!
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“He fired in a direct line, It appears
that he was trylng to fire through the
wludshlc!d " Duren said. “She kept on
going."

The pellets struck the hood of the car
but the woman was unhurt, Duren said.
No other cars were struck, She stopped
to call police after the blast.

THE INCIDENT occurred on the
northslde of Seven Mile near a bridge
running over a branch of the Rouge
River near Angling Street,

he woman, and another motorlst
who witnessed the shooting, sald they
saw the man run north Into a heavily-
wooded ravine along the creek.

Duren suld Tuesduy o warrant had
been approved by the Wayne County
Prosecutor’s office for Wilkln's arrest
on charges of assault with Inteat to
murder and use of a flrearm in the
commission of & felony.

According to Michigan State Corree-
tions Department officiale, Wilkins was
lsted last February as a parole viola-
tor. He was paroled in December alter
serving a sentence for assault with in-

tent Lo rob while armed in 1975. He had
previously served a sentence for a
conceated weapons conviction.

WHILE IMPRISONED, he plcked
up other penaities for an attempted
prison escape and for assaulting a pris-
on employee, said the officlal. :

Pollce said they knew Mlttle about his
time in Northville. According to Duren,
family members say he is classifled as
a paranold schizophrenie.

He llves in the Plymouth-Evergreen
area of Detroit In a cousin's home. Po-
llce say he hadn't been home sirice
Monday night. He reportedly worked at:
odd jobs In the neighborhood but didn't
have a full-time job,

The pollee search for Wilkins in-
volved l.he Detroit canine squad and
Detrolt Police helicopter which asslst-
od a search through the underbrush fol-
lowing north along the winding creek.

Livonia pollce went door-to-door
along Angling and Lathers atreets In
the neighbachood earlier that morning
to ensure the man had not gone into
any of homes and to learn whether any
residents had seen the suspect.
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