~ONE BUDDHIST, Three Jews. Two Chris-
tlaps. Scaled around the table, sharing food
and a faith In God who unfolds the destiny of
alt life.

Two refugees. One frem Vietnam and the
other from Yugoslavin, Four native-born
Amerlcans with European ancestry. All citi-
zens of the United States, Seated around the
table, sharing food and the freedom of opportu-
nity to become what one chooses,

.A dermatologlst. A pathologist, teacher and
student, A musiclan and Lutheran clergyper-
son. Senicd around the table, sharing food and
the recall of events that brought them togeth-

:Abuse of

Dear Jo:

Would you plense address the problem of
elierly nhuse In your column? As a heulth care
prufessionnl, I have come across several In-
stanees where the abuse of no older client has
feen such n concern that the abused pergon bns
had to be taken from the home and placed In a
protectlve {nursing honte) covirontsent.
- Mrs. C.V.
Dear Mrs, V.

- Perhaps the best way to address the formi-
dable problem of elderly abuse is to print the
éesuits of a recent survey done by the Gray

shape our present. It was also a time to create
memories. Tra Mt had entered our llves be-
cause she could no longer live hers In her own
country, There was sorrow in the death of her
husband at the time In his life where hapiness
and joy could again be known.

There was sadness in hearing again of her
mother’s life of hardshlp in Ho Chi Minh City.
There was angulsh and pajn in tracing her
route as a refugee from Salgon In 1875 to
Michigan, 1985. There was celebration and
cofnmendation for her suceess in reconstruct-
Ing her professlonal and personal life as a der-
matologist, wifc and mother in a new land.

We are led by God through llfe, but life is

k=

Rev. Llovd
Buss

g E\ 2
d. Lifc I3 never to

never p
us In a finlshed form. To be led is to have a
dircction, the directlon of the Splrlt and the
direction of memary and the dlrectlon of hope.

THERE ARE some things we will want to
forget. If there are too many experiences or
events without ultimale meaning, then we
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shall collapse in despalr. If your angulsh and
anger from the past makes us impotent In

, shaping a life with meanlng in the present,
then there witl be no future.

But the past Is ncver past. Life wlll have
meanlng enly when the past is folded into the
present, or we discard the past and let it fall
emtpy to the ground. ’

1 really don’t know the best way to remem-
ber or recall such painful events as flight from
one's homeland, the loss of all prsonal goods
and professlonal status, permanent separation
from older parents and extencded family.
Where does one start Lo reconstruct the lfe of
meantng we must have when the one we had s
taken from us?

uestions shall persist as long as life unfolds

ONE BUDDHIST. Three Jews. Two Chris-
tians, Six citizens of the Unlted States with
unique ancestry. Professlonally competent and:
productlve participants in the order of life and+
communlty.

Some things were more important than oth.
crs. Some things we would never want to
change, Perhaps some day we can recall the
past without the sorrow and sadness that gave
us the present with it joy of accomplishment
and hope. o

Perhaps some day we will know the mean-
ing of all that has unfolded for us. the possibili-
ty of meaning In what often appears to be a
mcaningless world was an experlence of grace.

elderly: hidden problem is emerging

gerontology

A. Jolayne
Farrell

When reporting the abuse the respondents

noted.:
@ Seventy-five percent of their clients
showed evidence of exploitation, malnly Hlegal
use of the resourees of

Panthers. The 507 survey respond: were
primarily nurses, pylice officers, hospital so-
cfal workers and doctors. They reporicd more
than 2,000 cases of elderly abuse in the Austin,
Texas, avea.

or
the eIEcrly for monetary or personal benefit.

© Seventy-two percent were verbally or
emotlonally abused: Le. older persons were [n-
sulted, (cightened, humiliated or threatencd.

® Sixty-two percent were physicaly abused
and had been hit, brulsed, sexually molested,
cut, burncd or physically restralned.

® Fifty percent showed evidence of active
neglect such as the withholding of food, medi-
cine, money or bathiroor assistance.

SOME OF the “horror stories” uncovered
by the professtonals while dolng the survey
were:

A 70-ycar-old woman's son beat her and took
her money to support his drug habit, Another
elderly woman's son sexually abused her until
she signed over alt her life's savings to him.

And an clderly woman was seml-comatose
and covered In bed sores when she was admit-
ted to 2 hospilal emergency room; she had
been conflned to bed by her husband for many
months,

The abuse of the elderly {as does the abuse of

other vulnerable persons) stems from a multi-
tude of soctal problems ‘—~ crowded living
quarters, extreme poverty or marital conlllcts,
Other causes that figure proménently are per-
sonal or financial motives, cmotional prob-
lems, alcohol or durg abuse and major family
ctlses such as the loss of a job,

WE HOPE there Is a solution to the horrible
prablem of clderly abuse. The Gray Panthers
recommend that a struciured reporting syatem
be put into place in all communlties for law
and health care professlonals, Publle education
about clder abuse through newspapers, TV and
other medla s very necessary. Also famblics

caring for thelr eldcrly" relatives need to know

. about the services that are available to help

them cope so that the problem can be prevent-
ed. 3

Up until recently clderly abuse bas been a
hidden problem. Fortunately, health care pro-
fesslonals have become more aware of it and
are dolng something about it. Hopefully In the
near future help wlll be readlly available to all'
concerned so that the problem can be prevents]
cd. Thank you for your letter.

Readers may write te Jolayne Farrell at'
P,0, Box 66, Postal Station G., 1075 Queen
Street East, Toronto, Ontario, Canada.

. volunteers

. The Oakland County Volunteer Bureau
{OCVDB) hus a cnrrent file of volunteer opportu-

nities for more than 200 agencies. Non-profit or-

ganizations needing assistance may list with the
burcau, For more information about these and
ther voluntecr openings, call the bureau at 642-

7272,

| COFFEE HOUSE AIDE — Sensitive and caring
ddults are needed by Associatlon for Retarded Citi-
zens of Oakland County to set up and serve cach
Waednesday morning 7-10, September to July, Phone

642.7272,

; DRIVER — Greater Detroit Soclety for Bllnd
needs mature, empathetle volunteers, 18 and up, to

Tralning. Phone 642-7272.
CLUB HELP

area only. Mileage and lunch. Trainlng. Phone 642-
7272,

CRISIS COUNSELOR — Sensitive volunteers, 18
and up, are needed by Women's Survival Center to
man crlsls line, learn information and referral net-
wark and attend meetings. Four hours cach tlme.

— Camp Fire — North Oakland
Counci] needs many volunicers to work with mental-
1y impalred children during school but in club setting

_far onc hour per week during summer. Experience

with menially handleapped helpful,
sary. 642-7272.

Phone 642-7272.

ORGANIST — Georgian Bloomtield necds organ-
ist to play hymns Thursday morning and Monday

evening. Phone 642-7272.

INTERVIEWER — The OCVB needs experienced
volunteers for interviews on-phone or face-to-face of
potentlal volunteers and/or to solicit agency oppor-
tunitics, Friendly, cmpathetle and good listeners.

but not necces-

See

hundreds

PENSION PLANNING FOR
THE SMALL BUSINESS PERSON

Prosemted by:
MS.U. Extension Service - Oakland
Wayne State Univ. Small Business
Development Center
SATURDAY, JUNE 1, 1985
9 a.m.«1:00 p.m.
Holiday lan - 1 West Nine Mile Road
(nenr 1-75) Huzel Park
*10. per person
For pre-registration and informution, eull

858-0895 577-4848

drive visually impaired teacher to blind clients one
day per weck, 8:30 to 4:30. Qakland and Macomb

: APPLICATIONS
:NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR

the moss school

Beoit

this [s just one

Woodward South of 12 Mile « Royal Oak 543-5300

EEIT

Grades K thru 6

“a community of children™

"o A new altesmative for childven in elersentary education

« 1:00 Teacher{Pupil Rutio

 Individualized Fnstruction

o Compaser Lab Support und Insteuction

» Complese Ataslernic Progrars

© A caring utmoiphre concentrating on wmotivation
Huilding poritice self conteps, and tending to special
needs and abilities

A tlactie Draperny Sthoppe
DRAPERY SALE
Labor $8 Per Panel

Special Prices Available on Drapery.
Slipcover & Upholstery Fabrics
BEST PRICES ON VERTICAL & HORIZONTAL BLINDS

Tor informatien Vi, Cali 8$1-2071
4150 MIDDLEBELT ROAD, WEST BLOOMFIELD
A Division of Nloomficld Nursery School
& Kindetgasten, Inc.
Gaty B. Moss, Headmaster

Custom Spreads
Custom Slipcovers \
(Labor Special)

CHAIR - $69.90
SOFA -§$87.90

360 E. MAPLE « BIRMINGHAM  647-2020/647-0721

ROMP ERS
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ROESPER

THE SCHOOL FOR GIFTED STUDENTS
PRESENTS

. S
e AN OPEN HOUSE  ovensizo T B
Slmple- AND TOUR ‘1.‘:\‘:::! Up and G 5799 .
Na

New-town dilemmas fado after 8 WEL-
COME WAGON call,
As your hostess, it's my Job to help you

N CLUB

70!
PRINCETS!
i 2 510

0oLOS -
‘\’nsuilﬂ’“"d a
ot adv. $10-€3

WEDNESDAY, MAY 29, 1985
D ;..

make the most of your now nelghborhood. o
Our shopping areas. Community opportu- « Pre-school through gra}dc 5 & morct
nltles, Spoclal attractions. Losts of facts to 2190 N. Woodward, Bloomficld Hills mu
)| save you time and money. Plus a baskel of (Hetween Lang Lake & Square Lake)
P
o Itts for your famlly. I'll be listening for your
{ & THURSDAY, MAY 30, 1985 :
h . :
! D a.m. %
.:. e[[vme/ Q{jﬂl{, « Middle and Upper Schools (grades 6-12) .
o . 1051 Oaklnnd Ave., Birmingham
R . . (At Adems Rd., North of Maple) 7\
~E b I Explore the Roeper environment of caring, . . Of O .
M mi encour and challenge for young people WA\{S 20‘50 /° . ) -
e BG - A vigorous academie program A\_ _ . . i :
T : - Emuphasts on explaration & ereativily ‘ ok Maijor credit cards occepted. « No sale is ever tinatl vt 3
q= - 1 cl Open 7 days a week jor credit carc pled, gvet R :
i CALL Stimulating specinl classcs - s oo ovon o owor it | FARMNGTON 30028 Gond e o
o 3'.. 356_7720 Tour our campuses, talk witk faculty, parents & students ATHRUPVRIAG « ROSEVILLE- 28500 Gratiot Avo. (ot 12 Mio N,C chard Creha ;
hid 'l For More Information Call Roeper School (313) 642-1500 . : . . . .
9 N




