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His hair Is soflly graylng, his eyes
brown and dircct, his volce unhurrled.
This producer appears to have things
well In hand. Behlnd hls desk, a papler-
machie

HE SHOWS ARE some of the
biggest hlts on
. their stars are among tllc
most glittering, and the man
hehind them, who wizkes these dreams
come true, I3 most at home not in the
Big Apple but in suburban Detrolt’s
Birmingham,

Ivan Bloch, an entertainer turned
real estate developer and then Broad-
way producer, will be in the audicnce
when the Tony Awards are given out
Sunday nlght, June 2, at the Shubert
Theatre in New York,

Success has nol spailed him so far.
Everything is going well right now, but
he rr.-nsons, *Tomorrow I could be a
bu
7 With two of his shows nominated far
Best Play and one for Outstanding
Reproduction of a Play or Musical,
Bloch has two opportunitles to be up on
slage to receive the theater's most
prestiglous honor.

f WITH PERFORMERS In scveral of
lils shows nomlnated for best perform-
dnce, in all Bloch is awalting « possible
12 Tony awards for his shows or their
stars.

Bloch spends much of bls time in

New York, but last week he was back
in Birmingham in the offices of
Uniprop, his real estate equlty compa-
ny, talking calmly about the possibili-
ties of the Tony awards.
- Looklng casually debonair, seated,
behind his blg desk, he was wearing a
pink, open-necked golf shirt, topped by
a subtle pink and chareoal sports jack-
et with a plnk hankerchicf pouffed in
the pocket.

balanelng skyscmpcm on his head and
arms seems appropriate to Bloch's
multi-faceted carcer.

The four Teny nominees for Best
Play Include “As Is,” “Blloxi Blues™ and
Bloch's two shows, “Hurlyburly™ and
“Ma Ralney's Black Bottom.” The
reproductions nominated include
“Cyrano de Bergerac,” Bloch's “Joe
Egg.” *Much Ado About Nothing™ and
“Strange Interlude.”

ASKED WIICH of bls shows he is"
most hoping wlll win, Bloch sald he
didn't want to choose between “Hurly-
burly” and “Ma Ralney." In fact, he is
predleting that Nejl Simon's “Biloxi
Blues™ will take the Tony. But he
professes he doesn’t mind, and that he
and Simon are good {riends,

OI the revivals, “I would love to sce
“Joe Egg' win,” he sald, *It’s really
magnificent.” Although Bloch first be-
gan producing on Broadway in 1980,
winning a Tony award Is nothing new
{or hlm, Last year, he received the Best
Play award for “The Real Thing," as
well as a nomlnatlon for the musical
“Baby.” His 1982 productlon of “Master
Harold . . . and the Boys" was noml-
nated for a Tony. Even the flrst show
he produced, the musical “Tintypes,”
was nominated.

Ivan Bloch Is no longer the new kid
on the block, He may have come up
very fast, but he has the Instincts that
create a winner — from sclectlng the
show, to the casting nnd the entlre pro-
ductlon process.

Becoming a producer ls partly an

lvan Bloch vies
for top awards

outgrowth of hls background as an en-
tertainer, “I was in the busincss as a
kid,” he explalned. “I was a singer and
an actor. I'left the business In the "60s.
Everybody was becoming a star but
me”

INSTEAD OF working nightclubs, he
returned to Detreit and built bis real
estate firm. He lived In downtown De-
(rolt, next Oak Park, West Bloomfle!d
and, slnce 1972, in Birmingham. Bloch
and his wife Linda, a lawyer, have two
chlldren, a davghter, 16, and a son, 18,
who Is in college.

“In 1980, a feiend in the theater busi-
ness (Rlchmond Crinkley, executive di-
rector of Lincoln Center) asked me if I
wanted to produce a show,” Bloch sald,
Crinkley was too busy to do the show,
which was *Tintypes.” *I wound up
belng the hands-on producer.”

“I next saw a play at the Rep called
‘Master Harold and the Boys.' I was
still pretty nalve. I thought you just get
a theater and produce it."

Finally, the Shuberts gave him a the-
ater. They also said, ‘Get other produc-
ers.’ “Master llnrold whlch was origl-
nally mounted at Yale, was produced
by Bloch, two others and the Shuberts.

After Tony nominations for both
“Tintypes™ and “Master Harold,” Bloch
found, “People started to notice me in
the theater,”

He describes his earliest success a5 a
producer as “beglnner’s luck.* Then
Bloch did the musical “Baby” and “The
Rea! Thing," which broke box-office re-
cords on Broadway and won the Tony.

“BABY" IS PLAYING in summer
stock. *The Real Thing,” whlch just
closed on Broadway after a one and
1%-year run, toured this winter and

“totally in casting. That's the fun part*

may play Detroit's Flsher Theatre next
year.

“Tintypes,” which has been at the
Blrmingham Theatre, I3 still golng
strong, with elght summer stock com-
panles, “Master Harold™ has played atl
over the world.

Bloch has the highly profitable knack
of picking the right show. “I love to do
young Americap writers,” he said. “I
think you have to be a kind of a patron
of the arts to be successful. I look for
new, Inventive things,”

But It's morc than just making a
buck. “I have produced shows critics
liked I knew would not de well flnan-
cially,” he said. He looks for “some-
thing that says somethling, that will add
to the repertolre.”

Bloch belleves the theater does not
have enough good writers today be-
cause most of them are writing for
televislen and films. “They can write
for a film and make $100,000," he safd.
Writing for the stage s a long, involved
process that can take years before a
show s produced.

HE RECEIVES about 500 scripts for
plays and movles each year, For the
theater, “I read everything that comes
to me.” Because he thinks he is not fa-
millar enough with the camera, he hag
a film development company with 20th
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Century-Fox (hat sends

scripts on to him. tn his Birmil

QARY CASKEY/stal phutogrnphor
I-estat

His interest In a show extends well
beyond the seript, “I'm looking for
plays for Robert DeNiro and for Rob-
crt Duvall,” Bloch said. “I get involved

Bloch was co-producer of *Shot Thru
the Heart,” a muslcal that debuted at
the Theatre Ina
pre-Broadway run. The show didn't

make It to the Great White Way.

“That was a work in progress, Once
er twice a year, I take a plece out nnd
work with it. *Shot Thru the Heart’
dldn't work. There were a number of Ploase turn to Noxt Paga

office, B y producer fvan

Bloch coolly discusses the possibilities of winning Tony awards
tor his hit shows. It won't bo the first time, if he wins.

clements we just couldn't fix.” .
Hls current work-In-progreas Is
“Peceadillo.” “It played Florida and
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WE ARE NOW REAVING
LUNCHEON BUFFET

“SHAW FESTIVAL

27815 Middlebelt at 12 3

SHOWCASE
CINEMAS

COMING THIS SUMMER

BEST RIBS IN MICHIGAN!
SUPER RIBS EX’]‘RAVAGANZA

le s 851-8222

Fresh Seafood, *

1 you enjoy seafood,  Incomparable Diniag.
yau'll love ours. Fresh

scafood and exquitite Chineae dellcucics, quickly and
carefully prepared, then whisked to your table till hot
and ragrant so you'll enjoy eveey morscl.
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ADULTS ‘11

Sunday Champagne Brunch
10:30 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.

Serenaded by the soft sounds of “The Continentals™
Champagnce Served After 12 Noon
CHILDREN 5-10 Years '6*
SENIOR; CITIZENS Over 65 '9%
Traditional Egg & Omelat e made (0 ordee, Chef's Casserale Dishes,
Carved Deef or Ham, Caswer ‘Fish Selections. Anosted Salads, Waffles,
Fresh Pintien! Fruius Cheete | i Other” Delicacies.” Rmmuom s.;;«uu
Tasesand Grauites X I:xlmd :

Under 5 Yeaes 3"

For yout dining
playing in our
6-10 B.M. SUNDAYS 4:30-8:30.

easure, CAROLYN VERBAL: HARPIST, will be
INING ROOM. WEDNESDAY- SATUI(DAY -

s 00 o,
220 . August 9-11 & 18-18
+ 2NTS. HOTEL AT PILLAR & POST OR PRINGE OF WALES,
» 2BREAKFASTS « 2 COMPLETE DINNERS
+ 2 THEATRE TiCKET3+ RLY.COACH+ CITY TOUR

STRATFORD FESTIVAL

BANQUET FACILITIFS 210, Aemater
For 10:500 Rowsiawn ettt
Contact Jessica, Catering Mgt. behind Coba Hail

2196301  Valet Parkiog
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AWARD WINNING
ALL-MICHIGAN MEAL

Soup
Greal Lakes Mushroom and Asparagus Soup

Entree
Lake St. Clair Pickerel with Dill Sauce
1uf Acormn Squash
with Black Walnuts, Michigan Apples and Maple Syrup

Dessert
Traverse City, Cherries Jubilee
Flambdéed with Wild Cherry Brandy
Wine
Seyval Blanc \
St. Jutian, 1983 reserve
12.757glass, *11.00/bottle
Served exclusively at our Machus Red Fox Reslaurant during
Michigan Week May 18-25, 419,95 per person

Tclesra'?h at Maple Road, Bloomﬁ eld
eservations 62!

August 23-25
Band T Coache 20roaktste 10kee

RESTAURANT
COCKTAILS
Chlnase, Szechuan and Amerlcan Food

PLAN YOUR ORADUATION PARTIES
WITH Ug NOW.
« We serve Dim Sum (Homemads
Chinese Pastrles)
<+ Business Men's Lunches from #2.95
« Banquet Facilities

20% OFF DINNERS
10% OFF CARRY-QUTS
With this coupon
Limited Time Offer
3250 SOUTH BLVD.
BLOOMFIELD HILLS 852-8181

5 minutes from Silverdome
Open dally 11-10 p.m., Fri. & 8at. 11-11 p.m.,

Sun, 12-10 p.m.
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z%%z?xﬁm 1co ﬁlgg&ﬁ;‘;a 16-18 4 D.ARY.L.6/14/85 PRIZZI'S uonon 8/14/85 |§
< 2THEATERTICKETS + R.T, COACH  CITY TOUR e TAOMIBIER 8/14
SHAW FE STIVAL
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAK|
July 12-14 & 1s-1a
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Chinese Food { Spirits

E. Maple at Stephenson
Troy * 689-2332

_ |_é§DYHA—_] CERTAIN FURY| §

In 1891, one of hest

restaurants in tie

-Midwest...was in
Holly, Mlchigm
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