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Barbara
Michals

Bedroom farce
is stylishly done

Performnances of “Move Over,
Mrs. Markham® continue at 8:30
pm. Friday-Saturday, May 2425, at
the Birmingham Village Players
playhouse in Birmingham, For tick-
et inforination, call 6+-2075 any-
tine.

By Barbara Michals
spacial writer

“Who's been sleeping in my bed?”
might well be the subtitle for “Move
Over, Mrs. Markham,” the British sex
farce currently belng performed with
great panache by the Birmingham Vil-
lage Players.

A finc cast and a marked sense of
style make “Mrs, Markham™ a pleasant
camic romp.

In a plot reminiscent of “The Apart-
ment,” stodgy book publisher Philip
Markham and his wife Joanna {Jerry
McKeon and Diane D'Agosting) find
their London flat In great demand.
Their close {riends Henry and Linda
Lodge (John Schmidt and Diane Evans-
Forrest) wanl to borrow the flat for
thelr respective extramarital liaisons,
while their decorator (Brian Clouthler)

D’AGOSTINO IS wondertfully unflap-
pable as Joanna, keeping her British
cool while trying to assuage a jealous
husband, protect her best friend and
pacify an Important publishing client.

McKeon is the Jeast successful at af-
fecting a British accent, but he s so
well-cast as Philip that the lapse Is eas-
ily forgiven. McKeon makes Phillp’s in-
jured pride and outrage highly bellev-
able, and he Is qulte hilarious posing as
his own butler.

As Linda, Evans-Forest is bubbly
and frivolous, while Schmldt effectlve-
1y portrays Henry as a itkeable rogue.

Clouthter §s amusingly arch as Al
stair Spenlow, the Markham's (nter{or
decorator of questionable sexual pref-
crence. As the German housckeeper
Sylvie, Higgs has overstyllzed both her
accent and delivery,

Barbara Underwood is perfect as the
visiting authoress, a rustic stralght-
laced spinster totally wrapped up In
her beloved dogs.

In small roles, James Masters |s de-
lightful as the dapper gent In the
bowler hat, Linda’s very dignified suit-
or, wh}]c Mary Lou Johnstone Is fine as

plansar with the P
cr (Ronnte Higgs). Unfortunately, all
are counting on the same night.

When Philip decides to spurn a din-
ner party and spend a qulet evening at
home, everyone’s clandestine plans are
thrown awry. A mislaid page of a love
letter sets the mayhem in motlon, and
seon people are popping In and out of
bed, batkroom and pantry.

lvan Bloch’

Henry's ted date.

Director William Haycoak keeps the
action moving smoothly and comle
timing well-tuned. A sllly line like “Go
to Hel-ga™ comes off terribly funny
with the right handting.

Amy Ewald's set deslgn is attractive
and scrviceable, with the painted

an

table talk

A prize-winning four-course dinner,
priced at $30, is being served through
Saturday, during Michigan Week, at
the Lark restaurant In West Bloom-
field. The dinner menu was created
by the Lark’s chet, Brian Poleyn, 25,
who won first prize and $500 for him-
self in the All-Michlgan Meal Contest

) by the Michlgan Restau-

Lark’s chef takes Michigan Meal honors

Chef's Fest

A wine tastlng, wlth champagne,
white zInfandel, kablnett and reds
adds to the Juncheon specialties from
Birmingham-Bloomf{icld arca restau-
rants served at the Chel's Fest from
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Friday at the

rant Association, the Greater Michi-
gan Foundation and AAA Mlehigan,
Poleyn’s award-winner includes soup
of mare) mushrooms, while beans und
vegetables; asparagus natural; back-
ened pork chop with Posen potato
pancake and apple and wild leck
chutney, and a black walnut and cher-
ry meringue torte with chocolate
sauce. Chef Harlan W, Peterson at the
Tapawingo In Ellsworth received
honorable miention. Other finalists
were from the Rowe Inn In Ellsworth,
Machus Red Fox In Birminghom and
C.A. Muer Corp. in Detroit. Several
hundred restaurants in the state are
serving some form of an All-Michigan
Mea) durlng Mlchigan Week.

C House in Blr

For further informatlon abaut the
event, which {s always a sell-out, call
644-1700,

Wine seminar
Area wine connolsseurs gathered Sun-
day at the Machus Sly Fox In Bir-
mingham, for a wine 1asting and sem-
tnar hosted by the restaurant, The
cvent Is a prelude to the fourth annual
wine auctlon sponsored by the Detroit
International Wine Auctlon Commit-
tee on Saturday, Oct. 12, to benefit
the Detrolt Community Musle School.
Some 100 wine experts sampled
award-winning wines from the Clos
Du Bois Vineyards.

— Ethel Simmons

for the

Michigan products
soup, vegetable, entree and
dessert.

Brian Polcyn, chet at the tark
restaurant, won first prize with
his four-course meal ualng

Festival featuring bluegrass

Radio statlon WDET’s sixth annual
Motor City Blucgrass Festlval will be
beld from noon to 7 p.m. Saturday,
June 1, at the Meadow Brook Musle
Festival site on the Oakland Unlversity
campus in Rochester,

Tickets are $7 In advance, $1¢ at the
gate, with chlldren 12 and under free.
Tickets are avallable at several loca-
tions includlng a)l CTC/Ticket World
outlets, Muslcal Oasls in Birmingham
and the Rochester Folk Workshop in

Rochester.

Headllners are Peter Rowan, who
penned the *70s hit “Panama Red,” and
Mark O'Connor who was a child blue-

concerts

grass prodigy, Other groups
at the festlval include Joel Mabus,
Dana Cupp and the Detroit Bluegrass
Band, the Balduck Mountain Ramblers,
and Roy McGinnls and the Sunnyslders.

For the last five years, the festlval
was held a week carller, on Memorial
Day weekend.

“wood paneling” tn the 8
imaginative touch.

S shows

may earn the Tonys

Continued from Provious Page

got wonderful reviews, but it just
wasn't ready for New York,” Bloch
sald. *We couldn't get it to work right. I
think the principal characer was a
problem.”

WORKING WITH author Garson
Kanin, Bloch meets the author and his
actress wife Ruth Gordon for lunch
once a week in New York. “It's proba-
bly the most fun I have in the theater
business,” he said.

In his movie endecavors, Bloch pro-
duced “The Stone Bay, starring Rabert
Duvall and Glenn Close, which was re-
leased last year. "It just came out in
tape,” he noted. Curtent film projects
are “Night on the Town” for the Disney
studio and “The Color War.”

Musicals in the works include *Win-
dy City,” bascd on the classic drama
“Front Page,” and “Czar of the Mov-
jes,” about the film busincss from
silents to talkles, Another musical he Is
producing Is “Carrle,” based on the
movic. “They came to me with thls
plece,” he sald. *I'm looking for a dl-

rector now.”

Bloch has talked to Robin Williams
about starring in a play called “The
Nerd,” but the project has been delayed
and will not open in the coming season.
Bloch also is looking at a play dlrected
by George C. Scott with Ben Gazzara.

Has Bloch had any flops? “Requiem
for a Heavywelght™ was projected as a
Broadway blt this seasan, but the show
didn’t go. Bloch had thought itmight be
more successful than some of his other
shows because of Its well-known story
and a cast with blg stars.

“JOHN LITHGOW was up for best
featured actor,” he said. When the play
closed, Bloch recalls, with a smite, *1
thought there goes my record. I felt
sorry for Lithgow but not for myself. I
had three other plays running on
Broadway.”

Even though ' thls businessman/pro-
ducer spends more and'more of his
time In New York, he thinks of himsel{
as a Detrolter. *I go to a party there, [
still feel I'm from Detroit, Michigan.
Unlortunately, they dont have the Im-
age of Detrolt they should have.”

upcoming
things to do

© ARETHA FRANKLIN

Gov. James Blanchard has pro-
clalmed Thursday, May 23, as Aretha
Franklin Apprectation Day. The hon-
or comes after 25 ycars of perform-
ing for Franklin, who is a Bloomfield
Hills resident. The “Queen of Soul™
has garnered 14 gold records, 11
Grammy Awards and four Amerlcan
Music Awards, including one in 1934
for Favorlte Female Soul Vocallst.
Franklln made her debut as 2 singer
at New Bethel Baptist Church In De-
troit, where her father, the late Rev,
C.L. Franklin, was pastor.
® OPEN-AIR SHOW

‘The musical “A Funny Thing Hap-
pened on the Way to the Forum” wiil
be presented by St. Dunstan's Gulld of
Cranbrook at @ p.m, Friday-Saturday,
May 31 to June 1, and Friday-Sunday,
June 6-8, at the Greek Theatre at
Cranbrook in Bloomfield Hills, For
tickets at $8 for adulls, $5 for stu-
dents, call 644-0527 anytime,
® P'JAZZ CONCERTS

Brazlifan jazz stars Flora Purim
and Alrto Morelra will open the 14th
geason of outdoor P'Jazz concerts
Wednesday, June 5, at the poolside
terrace of the Hotel Pontchartraln In
downtown Detroit. The weckly Mon-
day and Wednesday concert series be-
gins at 6 or 6:30 pom. and runs
through Aug. 28. Friday night con-
certs, featuring Canadian flutist Alex-
ander Zonjle and his Quintet, will be
added during July.

Tickets are on zale from 11 a.m. to
6 pam.-seven days a week at the
P'Jazz Ticket Booth in tho Motor Lob-
by of the hotel’s Larned Street én-
trance: Tickets will be sold on the ter-
rance after 5 p.m. on the day of each
concert, Genera) admission tickels
are §6-$10, and reserved scals are $9-
$13, depending on the concert.

© HIGHLAND TATTOO

The 50th anniversary Highland Tat-
too will be presented by the Royal
Canadlan Legion, Post 84, of Royal
Qak, at 8 p.m. Saturday, June 1, at
Kimball High School Stadium in Roy-
al Oak. Featured will be Birming-
ham's Celtle Pipes and Drums, the
Windsor Police Band, the Flint Scot-
tish Plpe Band, the Kinkardine Plpe
Band, the Dondero High School Band
and the Plymouth Flfes and Drums.
For tickets at $4 general admission,
31 for children under 12, call 541-
474,

© NEW CENTER

Two [ree, ouldoor concert serles
will be offered beginnlng next week
at New Center Park In Detroit.
“Wednesdays in the Park,” [rom 11:30
am. to 1 pm., presents Oldles with
the Larados, May 29, “New Center
Swings," from 5:30-8:30 p.m. Thurs-
days, beglns with Alexander Zonfle,
May 30, Other artists performing this
summer range from the Sun Mes-
sengers to the Detrolt Police Depart.
ment's Blue Plgs. Wednesday con-
certs have a rafn date for the follow-
Ing day. The series runs through Sept,
12,

© FAMINE RELIEF

Music by Arts Muslca, Ann Arbor's |

classical early musical ensemble, and
by Paul Vornhagen's All-Star Jazz
Ensemble will be featured at a bene-
fit to mssist victims of the African
famine Thursday, May 28, at the Nec.
tarine Ballroom In Ann Arbor, Tick-
ets at $25 Include a “Festival of Wine,
Food and Musle,” from 7-10 p.m.
Tickets arc avatlable at the Michigan
Theater Box Office, the Gandy
Dancer and Rennlssance ln Ann Ar-

T, will be sent to tho USA
for Africa committee in Los Angeles.

QOAND ENTERTAINMENT OUIDE
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Chinese

Pearls

Serving the Finest in

Luncheons ¢ Dinners « Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin
Open 7 Days a Week
Mon.-Thurs, 11 AM-10 PM « Friday 11 AM-11PM
Sat, 12-11 PM « Sunday 12-10 PM

469 S. Woodward « Birmingha
644-2913

Garden

& American Cuisine

&

Memorial Day Weekend
Friday through Monday

« Bingo« Raffles
¢ Arts & Crafts Show
« Ethnic Foods

ST. MARY'S ORCHARD LAKE

COUNTRY FAIR

ST. MARY'S COLLEGE

Orchard Lake & Commerce Roads

* Giant Beer Tent+ Dancing
« Entertalnment+« Vegas Casino

» Games & FUN, FUN, FUNI!!

Featuring the Fabulous

PUGH SHOWS CARNIVAL

RIDE ALL DAY FOR ONLY 7.00

(Individual ride tickets also avallable)

Experlence the New
German Roller Coaster
the FLITZER, featuring
over 1,000 feet of
Terrifying Track.

N

MOUNTAIN KING

ot
CHINESE MANDARIN RESTAURANT [

¥

Y

uncheon S

Soup, egg roll or fried wonton, @
tried rice & tea.

WHAT MAKES KINGSLEY
INN'S SUNDAY BRUNCH
SO GREAT ANYWAY?

{Voted Detroit’s hl.’o. 1Sunday runch inMetropolitan Detroit
magazine's readers poll, Nov. ‘84 issue.)

+White linen and silver service.

«Elegant ambience of the Kingsley dini

=No compromise is ever made qQt or freshness.

*A dazzling, ever-changing array of breakfast, luncheon and
dinner favorites, and pastries from our own pastry chef, too
numerors to mention,

«Sane prices: only $7.95 for adults, $4.95 for children age 7
andunder, )

Kingsley Inn
Serving Dinner Memorial Day
Open 4 p.m,

WOODWARD AT LONG LAKE ROAD *
“BLOOMFIELD HILLS » 642-0100 -




