Thursday, Moy 23, 1985 O&E (0)11C

It’s a grand show — this crazy comedy revue

Performances of the musical "El Grande de
Coca-Cola” continue at 8:36 p.m. Fridays-Sat-
urdays and 6:30 p.m. Sundays through June 10
at the Actors Alliance Theatre Company in
Southfield, For ticket information call 642-1326.

By Calhlo Breldenbach
specinl wrlter

“El Grande de Coca-Cola” at the Actors Alllance
Theatre is 50 outrageously funny that all the mus-
cles charged with lifting a face Jn laughter come
away exhausted.

The show, wrltten by the team of Ron House,
John Neville-Andrews, Alan Sherman, Diz White
and Sally Willis, Isn’t really a play at all but more a
nutty comedy revue, and it's spoken in pldgln Span-
ish with a smattering of massacred French and
German,

It couldn't matter less if you don’t speak any of
the languages because the humor communicates In
splte of {and because of) the atroclous things the
actors do with the words. If you can’t Imagine a fat,
middle-aged entertalner from Honduras reciting
Hamlet's “to be” speech in bastard Spanish and
next telling *knock knock™ jokes (still in Spanish),
then Impersonating W.C. Fields, Jimmy Cagney
and Dirty Harry, you've got to sce Jonathan
Round’s masterful portrayal of the third-rate im-
pressario, Senor Don Pepe Hernandez.

Plot doesn't matter much more than language
does In “El Grande.” What there s of it provides an
excuse for the shenanigans on stage at a nightclub
In Tujillo, Honduras, which Pepe Hernandez has
persuaded hls uncle to rent for a month.

THE UNCLE owns the local Coca-Cota battiing
plant, hence the title of the play and the campy ads
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and a declded flair for comedy. His portrayal of the
short-legged painter, Toulouse-Lautrec, s the fun-
nlest part In the play, thanks to insplred costumes

In ‘El Grande’ tho

Irom the sponsor that pepper the already spicy vau-
devlllian fare. Pepe has bragged all over town that
he's bringing famous International stars to Tujlllo
to play at the nightelub.

Some stars! All except the plano player are
Pepe's stagestruck refatives who act the parts of
cabaret performers from across the sea.

There’s hls daughter, Marin, a ripe little chicka-
dee In a halter top who loves to heat things up back-
stage with any available male and to giggle delight-
edly all the while she's dolng it. Anita Raronc la
marvelous as Marla, .

Consucla Hernandez (Maggle Wysockl) does a
fine job as Pepe's vamplsh stepdoughter, who is
Maria’s rival, In thelr flrst act, the two comc on
like Carmen Mlranda twins dolng a Beechnut gum
ad, but definltely minus the sisterly sweetness.

They swing thelr arms and hips trylng to knock
cach other off stage and all the while they manage
to balance glant pyramlds of plastic frult on thelr
heads. .
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In “El Grande™ the style is decidedly stapstick.
Bimbos get kicked in the backslde and sprawl on
stage, and cveryone races around llke hyped-up
stooges. The cast under Annette MadSas' expert di-
rectlon is so good at its hiflnks that even those In
lhr:’ a;x\ldl;:nce reslstant to slapstick will break down
and howl.

TED RAIMI as Pepe's cousln, Juan Rodrigucz, Is
the quintessential nerd in any language. He bum-

by Mary Ellen Shindel. He acts the whole skit (f  8fyle /s decidedly
{nu calt hls Tﬁwf"mﬁmﬁﬁn ncung)hwcnr- slapstick. Bimbos
ng sponge rubber fect cessohe can  pgat kicked in the
hobble around like a dwarf, Sound stupld? It is —
masterfully so. P backside and

C for the Wagnerlan diva Is ncarly as ~ 3Prawl on stage,
outrageous, She wears twin coconuts glued to her ~ 8nd everyone racas
breastplate and uses them as weapons. And of  around like hyped-
course, since she is a diva In the French skit, she up stooges.

wears a beret with the requislte Wagnerlan horns
attached — only Lhe horns are knocked askew and
quiver absurdly, .
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hles sp ly. Tom plays pi-
ana backup In the role of Hector Jimenez. Undout-
edly he's allowed to be good at what he does be-
cause he’s not related to this hyperactive famlly of
serewballs,

Miguel Vasquez, Pepe's nephew (Jon Mlchael
Mantredl), Is a Latln Lotharlo with rakish dark eyes
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TRANSFORMERS
¢ POWER CYCLE

Changes from a raca car {o a robol
wartior} 3position s0al, Ages 38,

Littla Tikos

» DEARBORN (Next to Dearbom Theatre)

# LIVONIA (Exst of Livonla Mal})

« MADISON HEIGHTS (South of Oakland Mall)
* ROSEVILLE (Across from Macomb Mall)

Theres aFOYS N'US° near youl

"o STEALING HEIGHTS (Neoxt 1o Lakeside Mall)
* SOUTHFIELD (South of Tel-12 Mall)

« SOUTHGATE (Comer of Trenton Ave.)

* ANN ARBOR (in Arbartand Maim
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