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Move toward private transit operators seen

By Tim Richard
stoft wrlter

A state scnator, a regional leader
and a federal official say that private
bus companles could meet some of the
public transit needs of southcastern
Michlgan.

In thelr thinklng, a metropolitan
transit agency could coordinate routes
and parce! out government ald, signing
contracts with private flrms and subst-
dizing them as needed.

. 1f that happened, there would be no
need to merge the existing Southeast-
ern Michlgan Transportation Authotity
(SEMTA) and Detroit’s Department of
Transportation — a merger that is

. mandated by state law, but which De-
trojt Mayor Coleman Young has reslst-
cd,

“1 AM A strong advocate of privat-
{zation,” sald state Sen. Rlchard Fes-
sler, R-West Bloomiicld, chalrman of

the Senate Transportation C

CTTEra

Fessler sald he Is drafting legislatlon
to attow prlvate companles to bid for a
public license and governmental subsl-
dles to scrve semirural areas.

“What I'm proposing Is more compe-

* tition, more accessibiltly of service to

clderly and rural residents and more
cost-clfectivencss  within the entlre
southeast Mlchlgan transportatlon sys-
tem," he sald.

Fesser ks author of a plan to replace
SEMTA with a {lye-metber Metropoli-
tan Transit Authority board serving
Detrolt, out-Wayne County, Oakland
and Macomb countles.

Qakland County commlssioners have
repeatedly threatened to withdraw
from SEMTA and sct up thelr own
translt district. Fessler's bill would al-
low locablzed serviee, but keep Oakland
under a single translt agency.

SEMTA WAS created by the Legisla-

analysis .

ture In 1968 to absarb a)l the private
and pubtle bus systems [n the seven-
county region and replace them with a
single, coordinated agency.

“SEMTA gobbled up the little bus
lnes,” Fessler said, “and created a bu-
reaucracy.”

SEMTA and the city of Detroit, how-
ever, have been unable to agree on a
merger because Young wants guaran-
tees that Detrolt's level ol service
wouldn't be cut.

While both systems have federal and
state subsidies, only DDOT has a local
subsidy, and thus has a higher tevel of
servlce.

SEMTA has been unsuccessful In
persuading the Legislature to put a re-

glonal translt tax proposal on the bal-
Jot. SEMTA ofiicials say theirs is the
only large transit agency In the country
wlthout Its own saurce of financing.

THE GENERAL idea of contracting
bus service to private firms was en-
dorsed last week by John Amerberger,
exccutive director of the Southeast
Michlgan Counclt of Governments
{SEMCOG), & voluntary reglonal plan-
ning agency.

Amberger, [n a SEMCOG newsletter,
drew a distinction between government
1) providing a service and 2) producing
It. Providing a servlce Is declding that
a service will be provided and govern-

other hand, could be left to a private
agency, or even a serics of agencles,
working under contract with the gov-
ermmental unit.

“Such separation would allow the re-
glon to move past the thorny and costly
problem of merging DDOT and SEMTA
and may even allow for the emergence
of ather tranalt producers,” Amberger
said, addlng:

“It would also free the operating
agencies to concentrate on the day-to-
day producing of service which should
be thelr highest priority.”

IN WASHINGTON, Ralph Stanley,
head of the Urban Mass Transit Admin-
Istratlon, cndorsed the tnercased use of
private operators to produce transit
service. :

In testimony to a House Appropria-
tions subcommittee, Stanley said:

“A recent study by Roger Teal of the
U 's Institute of

ment wlll pay for it. F on the

Precious nature should be saved

By Timothy Nowlck}
spoclal writor

provides just four walls In which a student lcarns
about the outside world. Why not teach him using

the out-ol-doars?

Students and adults living in urban arcas today

tween 10 and 11 Mile roads Is being acqulred by the
clty through the state fand trust act.

By maintaining this area it its natural state and

and concrete spreads over the land, natu-
ral arcas continue to fall prey to develop-

g S THE world's population continues to grow
ment. But lately many communlties are

have become so far removed from the natural and
rural worlds that they forget our close
on the land for food. Small working

using the land for leisure activities and teaching,
the entire y can galn.

Ly
Transportation Studles found cost sav-
ings ranglng from 25 to 50 percent
when transit services are contracted
wilh private providers.

“Relatlvely small savings can have a
slgnificant impact on the need for
fedral transit assistance."

STANLEY CITED these examples
from the Unlversity of California
study:

 El Cajon, Calif., ofiictals found af-
ter competitive bidding that the reglon-
al transit agency charged more than
2.5 times as much per vehiele as the
local taxi company.

® Phoenlx  officials estimated a
$700,000 annual savings by substituting
“privately contracted demand-re-
sponse service for lts Sunday fixed-
route schedule.” This amounted to §
percent of the clty's total transit cost.

® Westchester County, NY., con-
tracts with 16 scparate private bus
companies which carry more than
100,000 passengers a day. It required a
$3.7 milllon public subsidy. Nelghbor-
ing Nassau County, whose bus system
is publicly operated, required more
than double the subsldy, $8 mlllion,
though It carrled fewer riders than
Westchester,

3 Norfolk, Va,, reduced its subsidy
per passenger by 64 percent on some
routes by switching to private, de-
mand-response service.

® An ocean away, Londen Regional
Transport is systematically returning
much of its mainline transit service to
private operatars.

“The use of short-term contracts tar-
geted to speclfle market demands will
cnahfe each community to accommo-
date innovatlve transit services to
meet local needs,” the UMTA chief
added.

farms In a nat-

realizing how valuable natural arcas can be to all

their residents,

Preserving land in Its natural state provides a
contrast to the maze of urban and suburban streets.
Natural arcas improve the esthetics of a communl-

. iy by addlng variety to the landscape. New York

- City’s Central Park Is a prime example.

Natural areas are also excellent teaching tools

of our human needs.

our senses.

* that can pravide the most cffective classroom an

- educator could want.

MANY PRINCIPLES of life and llving can be
graphically demonstrated with a “hands-on” expe-

Songs of birds can be heard, the colors of fall can
be scen, the texture of a tree’s bark can be felt, a
flower's {ragrance can be smelled and many natu-

ral products can be tasted.

rlence. Not only can sclence subjects such as ecolo-

gy, biology, geology and geography be taught in the

ficld, but there Is no better source of insplration for
the humanltics than the natural world.
Poctry, art and ercatlve writing can all

in the outdoor After all, a

be taught

ural area can provide the link between that source

Not only do we need the basics of life, such as
food, but we alsa need varlety and stimulatlon. Nat-
wral areas provide bath. Trees, flowers, grass, solld,
water, blrds, frogs and many more naturally occur-
ving subjects provide unlimited stimulation to all

NATURAL AREAS provide habitat for wildiife
that would otherwlse become extinct in the region.

Eaclier this spring, I walked through the flelds
and lowlands of the Splcer property in Farmington
Hills. Thls 212-acre tract on Farmington Road be-
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ANTIQUCS SHOW
TUNE 1 & 2,985

7t the Grosse Potnte South HighSdhool Gumnastum

Fill'er up
with roses

Amoco gas dealers will
distribute roses on Friday
and Saturday, June 7 and
8, with donations going to
the Cystic Flbrosis Foun-
datlon.

Sponsored by the Amo-
2o Denlers Azatns: Cyslic
Flbrosls, the rose dona-

$ .

« Mast Furniture Moved

« nsured Protessional Tachniclans

STEAM CARPET
CLEANING
SPRING CLEANING SPECIAL

95

por room
3 rooms or more*

« Doodortzo and Spot Scrubbing Avalloble
« Na Mlilsogo Chargo within 100 miloa
« Dry Cloaning for Delicota Fabrics

OFFER EXPIRES MAY 30

|

Grobus Fointe Bisd.
Lake ShOIO 0y

tion was the idea of Gary
Fritz, president of the or-
ganlzatlon and a Bir-
mingham Amoco dealer.

Gratae Paints South High Schaal

+Baturday, June 1,30-7pm
- Sunday, June 2, Noon-8pm

Admission B 300

FOOD- - REPRESEENMENTS
Intiwnition:885-484°71

“Slx years ago, a few
dealers got together and
put. on an annval golf
tournament. In those six

w6 Guaranice Our Qualisy Work. ip”
Soil Repsilent ' | Steam Cloan Spoclals
1ROOM FREE: Sofa = '24.95
With Purchage of Two Chair_ 35.00
ARMOR STRONG INC.”
West 523-0043 EVENINGS

East 885-6726 or (517) 548-3247

» GPEN
T0AYS

years, we've raised
$100,000. But the tourna-

~Gvaragsizg rcoms only

ment is only {or dcalers,
and we want the public to
be a part of our flght
against CF. Cystic flbro-
sis is the number-one
genetic killer of children
in the United States, and
we believe a cure Is only
" dollarsaway.”
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—Weber’s 75th year—

Healthy
Plants

make Better Gardens

a half acres!
experis will

sarden Center Honrs,

200 AM .

.

Weber Brathers have been helplng the

particular gqardener have an eye-

appealing, healthy Garden for 75
seavans.

Greenhouses have grown to cover six and

way to help you have &
magnificent garden.

Weber Brothers
Greenhouses
D10 e Tom b Kesk.

In that time thelr

And today, Weber's
stlll go out of thelr
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malching Jubilee bracelet:
Rolex Lody-Date. Eoch is selfwinding, and as

" GREENSTONES -

Creators of fine jewelry for over 55 years
528 North Woodward, Birmingham. (313) 642:2650
Hours: Monday-Saturday 9:30-5:30 » Major Credit Cards Welcome

Thi renowned and unique Oyster case is conxed from a solid block of gold, or
voult. It guarantees pressure-
impregnable steel-and-gold
Roiex Datejust Chronometer and
fitting an dance floor as’ocean floor.

rect, virtually indestructile
165 Jeet for these clegant,
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Betty Crocker uses only genuine Idaho Russet potatoes
and real dairy products like Cheddar cheese and sour cream.
Malke your picnic a celebration!

Try this delicious recipe
for Potato Salad made*,

from Bq@ly CmckgrPatatoes

when you buy 2 boxes

of eny of
BETTY CROCKER®
POTATOES

Beneral Mills
onse

T L
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EASY HOMESTYLE
POTATO SALAD

1 package Betty Crocker*
potsloes (any llavor) *

3 cups water

1 cup water

4 cup mayonnalse or salad
dressing

1 teaspoon prepared
mustard

Heal potatoes and 3 cups water to bol
heat. Cover and simmer until tender,

B it in mayonnaise. mustard, salt and pepper; cool.'M
nlons and eggs: fold In sauce mixture. Cover and refrlgerate untt chill
t least 2 hours. Gornlsh with paptika if desired. 6 servinga

of Betty

¥ teaspoon salt
% teaspoon pepper

¥ cup thinly silced celery
Y/a cup sliced greln

3 hard-cooked eqgs.

" Paprika

0o
runalng cold waler: drain. Mix 1 cup water and the Sauce Mix In saucepean.

30¢ off when you
huy two packages-

onlons

peeled and chopped

in 2Vi-quart saucepan; reduce
15 minutes; draln. Rinse under

i potatoes. celery,

Crockersine
soPotatees S SN
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