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‘Arts and Flowers’ starts off well

By Marge Alpern
speclal writor

Few of us can bring great art into our homes, but
all of us can see and enjoy it in our muscums.

Last week many people who perhaps rarely visit
the Detroit Institute of Arts Iound a special n:nson

The surrcalistic patnting, “Shadow Country,” by
Yves Tanguy, creates the impression of mystical
space wlth strange, floating amorphle forms,

The flower astanger who selected this palnting to
interpret, Chris Rochman of the Ann Arbor Garden
Club, used the the subtle colors of a desert scene
with nxollc flowers almost allen to our eyes. She
the same abstract, other-

to go there.
to sce and experlencc “Arts nnd !-'Inwcrs - A Fu-
tival of Spring.”

This was the first time that the volunteers of the
Detrolt Instltute of Arts and 70 communlty organ-
[zations jolntly sponsored a week of exhlblts and
activitles. It was a great success.

The puzzling questions about art which many vis-
itors have — is it g or bad and what does it
mean — were replaced by the delight and pleasure
of scelng flowers take their rightiul place next to
the man made masterpleces in the world of art.

Among the most enjoyable of all the lectures, ac-
tivities and exhibits were the floral masterpleces
deslgned by members of the Federated Garden
Clubs to compliment the museum'’s masterworks.

Art raises images In our minds. The images Im-
spired by a master work, intcrpreted by an accom-
plished flower arranger could in themselves be ap-
preclated as works of art, They also help the viewer
see a deeper beauty or signlficance in the master-
piece.

“SEATED Bather,” an impressionistic palnting
by Renoir, automatically would suggest a roman-
tle, light floral arrangement,

Rose Albers of Holland Garden Clubs, as ar-
ranger, therefore chose the round forms of tullps
and other flowers in soft pink, mauve, lavender and
Meshtones to convey a feellng of feminlne beauty.
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worldly feeling of lhe masterplece.

*Zip,” a large, powerful palnting by Barnett
Newman, Is a solid, red canvas with a single white
line down the middie.

The floral artist who interpreted this palnting,
Joan Mlcou of the Junlor League Gardeners, re-
peated the minimal design of “Zip™ with great skill.
She captured its mood of simplicily and Intensily.

To all those who love beauty, art and fowers are
an obvious combinatlon. However, there are atmos-
phetic problems involved in lng them:ln
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Palntings need low humidity to prevent deterio-
ration and cut flowers nced a high to
maintaln cell turgidity to remain erisp and fresk.

In the low humidity of the muscum, the perfect
petals became somewhat soft and limp by the end
of the exhibit, I am sure the planners of this large-
scale flower show were very concerned about the
life cxpectancy of many of the floral arrange-

ments.

A MICHIGAN woodland scene won enthusiastic
response from many who paused, studled and ad-
mired its nateral beauty. The scene was deslgned
by horticulturalist, Ralph Mize of Cranbrook Instl-
tute of Selence and executed by Cranbrook House
and Gardens Auxillary under the direction of
Phyllls McLean and Patty Shea.

The garden surrounding thc pool arca in the
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