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retirement memos
Margaret

Some retired women
wiho made a difference

One of the things I've enjoyed In re-
tirement Is membership In the Ameri-
can Association of University Women.

1 had long {elt ties to this group be-
cause of many friendships and count-
less Inches of cepy written about
AAUW activities during my communi-
ty newspaper years. 1 never joined,
though. It scemed there never was time
enough avallable.

But time became a bit more plentiful
In retirement, and AAUW became my
organization of choice. It has proved a
good choice. Besides polnting me
toward friendships with a lot of inter-
esting women, it has given me opportu-
nity to go on writing about its activities
as editor of the tocal branch bulletin.

And this spring it also provided a fas-
cinating look at how much retirees, re-
tired women In particular, can mean to
a community they cither adopt as home
or continue to call home.

AN EYE-OPENER branch program
dealt with the way that AAUW activi-
ties had proved a catalyst In the Sara-
sota community. It traced historles of
services that had begun in that organi-
zation since its beglnnings in 1952 —
services in the arcas of mental health,
libraries, family servlce, college schol-
arships, a women's center.

“We were cducated women who
came to the community and brought
cxpertisc and experience,” noted the
longtime member who put the program
together.

Then followed reports llke the one
from a retired mental health worker
whose study group went into action
when people in these parts bardly knew
the term “mental health.” The study
brought support: a psychiatric unlt was

established in the Jargest local hospital
and eventually a county mental health
service came into being, “That Is still
in existence, and we started it," said
the AAUA member.

Another member told of discussion
“in my llving room" about the need for
a free communlty livrary in this arca.
That led to a publlc meeting, and not
too long aiterwards a store-front -
brary. Now there are five libraries In
the county. “It's a fine system now, and
the seed was one we planted,” she sald.

In the *70s, several members report-
cd, a program for displaced homemak-
ers was cstablished but not funded, so
agaln the AAUA was asked to do a sur-
vey. One thing determined was that
these women whose lives had been
changed drastically needed a place to
come to. That was the beginning of the
Women's Resource Center of Sarasota,
which serves all women and has the
AAUW as one of its strang supporters.

THOSE WERE JUST a few of the
seeds planted and nurtured. “We're
keeping on,” said the leader. “We need
new and good ideas, and newcomers
who know what has been dane In their
home communitles® are our best
source.”

It's a proud heritage In which to play
even a small role. But thls summer I
hope to participate In an AAUW sur-
vey, requested by the school district, on
what makes high schoolers drop out.
‘That’s a start,

Margaret Mitier was Suburban
Life editor for Observer Newspa-
pers for 16 years. She and her hus-
band Joc have retired to Florida,
where she writes Retirement
Memos.

Fall’s fabrics to reflect batik of Java

By Corinno Abatt
stat] writor

Inger McCabe Ellloit's message at
the Design Center of Troy was bold and
clear ~ mauves, taupes and neuirals
wlll be taking a back seat to brilllant
primary colors in the months ahcad.

“The color now Is marigold and
aqua,” she sald. Later in her sllde talk
to a group of interior designers in the
Campbell-Louls showroom which han-
dtes the China Seas line, she said, “Jan-
uary 1996 will be quite different than
what you see about you now. Where we
think things are going is In the very
brights — aqua, red, green, marigold.

{Orange was also mentioned, but not In
ikis Ilst). Your mind has to stretch and
your eye has to stretch.”

Elliott, founder and president of Chi-
na Scas, |s a multi-talenied eon-
treprencur and the author of a new
book, “Batik: Fabled Cloth of Java.*

THE BOOK Is a catalog of thls won-
derful but {ast disappearing art, which
Elllott hag been collecting and studying
for many years,

An exhiblt of antlque batlk which
complements the book, partially fund-
«ed by Mobll Ol Corp., and organlzed by
‘The Textile Museum of

seum of Art in Toronto In May. About
half of the plieces in the exhibit are
from Elliott’s personal collectlon. As
she collected, she catatogued. The Tex-
tlle Museum asked her to do the book.

Which came flrst — the book or the
international excltement about the pat-
terns and colors — s a moot questlon.
These prints and celors are already a
strong Influence on the interlor design
market as well as areas of life and
clothlng. And the hotest color among
the batik prints Is raspberry.

Among the many things which China
Seas does Is two collections a year of

D.C., will be at the Royal Ontario Mu-

Delvioiay chooses
its sweetheart

Amy Lynn Pankas of Farmington
Hills was selected as one of 12 finalists
in DeMolay State t
competition. Finals of the contest will
be Aug. 20 at Central Michigan Univer-
sty in Mount Pleasant during the De-
Motay annual state conclave,

Prior to cntering state competltion,
Amy was elected the local sweetheart
for Livonia Chapter, Order of DeMolay.

In addltion to her DeMolay activi-
tles, Amy Is active in Job's Daughters.

DeMolay Is an  organization for
young men between the ages of 13-21
designed to help Its members galn
skills in leadershlp. The International
Order of DeMolay was founded in 1919
In Kansas City, Mo, Since Its founding,
DeMolay has initlated more than three
million members worldwlde and pres-
ently has 50 active chapters In Michi-
gan,

In September each Michlgan Chapter
selects a sweetheart as thelr represent-
ative for state C

Amy Lynn Pankas

y and serve until the fol-

are judged on the basis of talent, poise

and p
lowing Scptember.

Fair Lane’s quilt ready for viewing

The Henry Ford Estate, Fair Lane,
has a newly completed quilt for the
wlcker bed In the master suite sun

porch.

The quilt, with its detailed bird motif
and intertwining branches against a
solid background, took 11 velunteers 19
months to complete.

Laurie Taylor of Farmington Hills

was one of the 11 expert quilters who
gave, all told, about 1,000 hours of
work in layout, tracing, sewlng and fi-
nal assembly of the qulit.

Designs for the quilt were based
upon a black and white photograph tak-
cn of the master sulte sun porch shortiy
after Clara Ford's death, In the photo-
graph, only a portion of the quilt on the

Summer term at Mercy opens

Registrations are now being aceept-
ed for all classes and events offered in
Mercy Center’s summer term, which
runs from June 14 to Aug. 29 in (he cen-
ter at 28600 11 Mile Road.

A number of swimmlng classes are

Brochures will be seat on request by
calllng the center, 476-8010.

wicker bed was visible, Upon closer in-
spectlon of the photograph, he bird
and branch motif were evident.

The completed quilt resembles the
griglnal and glves a sensc of Henry and
Clara Ford’s special interest in bird
identiflcatlon.

Heading the project was Marcy Jei-
ferson, special projects assistant at the
estate, who found the photograph,
researched its subject matter and solic-
Ited donations from natlonal compa-
nles for thread, fabric and batting.

Kathleen P. Crombie, deslgner and
owner of Tint & Sptint Basketry in Gar-
den City, reproduced the wicker bed on

BRIDGETT MARX*

which the qullt was displayed.

The work Is part of the continuing
efforts of the University of Mlchigan-
Dearborn to restore the mansion to its
orlginal refined beauty and elegance.

The quilt and wicker bed along with
the home and Its gardens can be seen
during gutded tours Sundays, 1-4:30
p.m. or Manday-Friday at 10 a.m,, 11
a.m,, 1:30 p.m. or 2:30 p.m.

The estate Is on the UM-D campus at
4901 Evergreen, directly acress from
the Falrlane Town Center.

fabrics and

And, as expected, part of the the cur-
rent one, “Fables of the Chlna Scas,” is
a batlk extravaganza inspired by the
vivid colors and designs of Java's north
coast where Elllott sald there is both a
Chinese and an Arablc Influence.

There arc four Batik-inspired pat-
terns — Batavia, exotic flowers; Hoko-
kal, a flowered woodland; Indramayu,
menagerie of mythlcal createres; and
Semen {accent on the second syllable),
a fantasy design. Each comes in a varl-
ety of colors.

The collection is on cotten from the
United States, handscreened In Switzer-
land. The collectlon of real batik Is
made in Java, Along with thls is a col-
lection of what Elliott called “fea towel

plalds,” in cotton and llnen and a sclec-
tion of Ultrasuedes.

Before Elliott talked about the col-
Jectlon, demonstrating the many com:
binations of patterns and colors, she
showed her own slides of Java and the
Far East, an area where she has lived
and worked. s

HER FAMILY escaped from Nor-
way during the Nazl occupation, made
their way across Stberla (o Japan and
eventually to the United Stated.

After completing a master’s degree
in history at Harvard, she was a photo-
grapher for Life, Time, Newsweek and
other publicatlons and lived in Hong
Kong durlng the 60s.

She credits her work as a photojour-
nalist with building a high level of visu.
at awareness and timing, especially
valuable for her work in the Interior
design fletd, “It taught me how to see,”
she sald.

“I was the eldest child of an immi-
grant family — slated to be a doctor or
lawyer, " she smiled adding, “as you
can see I'm In the rag buslness.” ‘

China Seas, founded by Elliott in
1972, bascd In New York Clty, has 21
distributors and representatives
throughout the United States Europe,
Austratia and the Carlbbean.

club circuit

AMERICAN BUSINESS WOMEN'S
ASSOCIATION hosts a meetlng for the
arganization of a new chapter at 7 to-
night in J Building, Orchard Ridge
Campus, Oakland Community College.
Membership In the new chapter Is open
to employed women in Farmington,
Farmington Hills and Novl.

Guest speaker for the evening is Ann
Greene, president of Profiles in Color.
Her talk s called "Wardrobe-Color
Analysis,'

The associatlon of working women
has more than 112,000 members in
2,100 chapters nationwlde.

Inquirles are taken by Bettle John-
son, 478-5048.

FARMINGTON COMMUNITY
CENTER WOMEN'S CLUB meet at
12:30 p.m. Friday, June 7, for lunch on
the veranda of Farmington Historlcal
Muscum, followed by a conducted tour
of the housc and grounds.

Guests are wetcome. Reservations,
at $8 for members, or $9 for non-mem-
bers, must be recelved before Wednes-
day, Junc §, in Farmington Community
Center, 24705 Farmington Road.

The women's club Is a social group
for women with new-found {reedom
from work or home responslbillties.
Meetings are planned for the first Fri-

day of cach month throughout the ycnr:

INDOOR GARDENING SOCIETY
OF AMERICA mects at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day, June 5, in Farmington Hills
Branch Library, 32737 12 Mile Road.

Speaker for the evening is Bill Katz
who will tell about the care and grow-
Ing of ferns Indoors and outdoors, as
well as the propagatlon of ferns.

Visitors are welcome, Refreshments
are complimentary.

YOUNG WOMEN OF JEWISH NA-
TIONAL FUND meet for their last get-
together of the scason at 7 p.m.
Wednesday, June 12, in Crickets, 4305
Orchard Lake Road, West Bloomtleld.
Entertainment for the evenlng will be
a fashion show presented by Active
Qutlet.

Reservatlons are necessary  and
must be recelved before June 7 by call-
ing Pam David, 855-2331. Charge for
the evenlng Is $15.

All club news and announcements
Sor this column are to be addressed
to: Club Circuit, Farmington Ob-
server, 33203 Grawd River, Farm-
ington 48024, The information must
arrive before noon on the Monday
before Thursday publication.
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. open One of the founders of D.AD., a Michigan Design Your fino jewolry and precious goma, Immediate payment. wi _

and prlvate lessons. Group is now associated with ROCHELLE MBERS Fulty lm“mgm%s'\w& ﬂmﬁuwlhw flen feung . thru 6-30-85

KNIT KNIT KNIT in the presentatiaon of a scries of y Appok M
Fitness clesses come in a variety of Knitting Wotkshops. REENSTON
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years runs from June 17 through Aug.
30, and overnlght stays are offered on
six weekends.

A new program on the summer agen-
da is called Counsclor-in-Tralning for
those from 13-15 years of age.

CALL 855-2114 tor ¢!
with check,
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Starting the Week of July 18th
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This Medieal Center was designed

We provide the following services:

CLASS
NAME
SENIORS ADDRESS. —
AND PEOPLE OVER 45 Yoms ¢ butmctons
Origingl Design
Honcarated Swedten

Rite Carpet’s

$Routine medlcal and preventive eare {our patlents
1 receive flu vaccine without charge)
4 Treatment of menopause and ansoclated problems
|_s Teeatment of hypertension
“Trentment of Arthritis
v Detection and treatment of outeoporosia
+Cancer detection .
«Treatment of sexual problem in the eldecly D U RI NG )
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