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morning during the thundorato:
rise when another storm struck

Farmington Hills residont Joanne Fourne had to contend
soggy yard Thursday. Water started to fill her yard Thursday

rm. The water lovel continued to
aarly Friday. Fourne's home is on

with a Green Acres Stroet, Ardmore Street, ncar her home, was also
flooded, as was some of the property on the nearby sito of tho old

Bond School.
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Aid formqu

By Joan Adamczak
staff wrlter

Farmington Publlc Schools may be
$112,000 richer in 1985-86 If the Michi-
gan Leglsiature adopts o budget
amendment to reduce the amount of
state ald the district 13 requlred to re-
turn to state colfers.

The proposed amendment, now in
Senate commlttee, calls for reduclng
the amount of money an out-ol-formuta
district must return to the state from
86 to 60 pereent, says Michael Flana-
gan, assistant superintendent of
finances and services for the district.

ause F more

as an
schoo! district. The district [s not elig!-
ble to recelve state ald.

The districi’s categorical programs,
however, are exempt from this rule be-
cause the state has committed itself to
fund programs such as vocatlopal edu-
catlon, special cducation and transpor-
tation, which the school district pro-
vides In addltion to its regulnr K-12
school programs.

State ald received by the school dis-
trict for ts categorical programs ls
subject to a 66 percent recapture rate
by the state. If the new leglslation
should pass, this percentage would be

revenue through local taxes based on
its State Equalized Valuation (SEV), it

d to 60 percent, says Flana-
gan.
Currently, Farmington Is eatitled to

$3.7 million In categorical state ald.
Because of the present recapture rate
of 66 percent, Farmington only re-
celves $2.5 million, says Flanagan.

1f the legislation to decrease the re-
capture rate to 60 percent s adopted,
the dlstrict will recelve $2.6 million In
ald, an Increase of $112,000, Flanagan

ays.

Although $112,000 may seem like a
substantial amount, it is less than one-
quarter of 1 percent of the total district
hudget of $50 milllon, Flanagan says.

“We were unhappy with the 68 per-
cent Issue anyway,” says Flanagan,
adding, “we're happy to pick up any
amount {of ald) we can.”
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a slated for change

‘The formula just
doesn't sgeem to be
working. Until we can
goinandcreate a
whole new formula,
we'll just have to
continue with these
patchwork
adjfustments to the
presant system.’

— Rop. Witbur Brotherton

R-Farmingion

Twenty-tive cents

Candidates

talk about
concerns

By Joanno Maliszewski
staff writer

“J would 11ke to sce more community
lavolvement,” Krohner sald, both In

The ideas, concerns and opinions of
thls year's Farmington School Board
hopefuls are numerous, reflecting the
record number of 1d; sceking

planning and attendlng
school board meetings.

ROXANNE FITZPATRICK: (a
d b

election.

Without any hard-fast issues to grap-
ple with in this race for two seats on
the school board, candldntes have had
the opportunity to discuss whatever
toples have interested them.

The 13 candldates met at the invita-
tion of the American Assoclation of
Unlversity Women (AAUW) and the
Farmington Parent-Teacher Assocla-
tion Council at Dunckel Middle School
Thursday for the last public debate of
the race.

At the end of the debate, the candi-
dates were glven a one-ralnute oppor-
tunity to dlscuss additienal concerns or
recap their viewpolats, Although
J.Tom Buck was present at the start of
the debate, he was absent from this

portion.
Here's what the candidates bad to
say:

JEAN MORAN:"[ think we have 2
very fine school system. I don't think
we llve in utopla though."” Consequent-
1y, there's always room for improve-
ment and a move In “a positive direc-
tion,” sho added.

Moran's greatest concern ls that the
1eaders of the Farmington School Dis-
trict malntaln the quatity education for
‘which the district 18 knowm.

MARTY EROHNER: “It’s tlme to
keep going forward.”

The district, he said, has the wealth
and abillty to provide quality pro-
grams. School officials should continue
to strive for excellence even though

, most conslder the district to be excel- .

lent.

Biblical city target of archaeologist’s work

By Julle Brown
statt writor

1t's a long way from Israel to the De-
trolt area, but Aaron Demsky chese to
make that trip recently.

Demsky, an archacologist and bibli-
cal scholar, s on the faculty at Bar-
Han University, Ramat Gan, Israel.

Wednesday, Demsky spoke at Farm-
ington Hills' Adat Shalom Synagogue at
& meetiog sponsored by the synagogue
and by the Detrolt Friends of Bar-Tlan
University.

Demaky Is a native American and a
graduate of New York's Jewish Theo-
logleal Seminary. He and his family

live In Efrat, Isracl, a suburb of
Jerusalem,

“] came back to speak about some of
the archacological finds we've made
through Bar-Tlan University,” he sald
in an Interview Thursday.

During the last b{::.r years, the ar-

vations at Shiloh, related to the area’s

Filling job on agenda

Choosing Gordon Lewls’ successor as
director of the Farmington Community
Library will most likely be a subject
for dlscusslon at Thursday's regular
. meeting of the Farmington Library
Board,

Lewis resigned on May 15, following
his suspension without pay on May 2.

‘That suspenslon had followed the re-
Jease of results of an audlt done by the
Plante and Moran accounting firm. The
audit of the library system’s financial
records had idi of pos-

The posltion vacancy has not been
posted, sald Acting Library Director
Beverly Papal,

“It will be up to the library board to
name a search committee,” she aald
Friday,

MEMBERS OF _the Farmington
Community Library Board of Trustees
will develop a description of the posi-
tion, sho sald, and determing “the lati-
tude they wish to take in the scarch
process.

sible personal uses of publle moncy.
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‘As far as | know, I'm
not trying to be evasive
or vague. This will be a
tonic at the next board
meeting In June.’
— Jim Wibby
library trustee

11th-century B.C, history.

“It was the political and religlous
center of Israel, prior to Jerusalem,”
he aatd of Shiloh,

“ghiloh, of course, was of primary
importance. That wos bastealiy what 1
spoke about.”

THE EXCAVATIONS bave been dl-
rected by Israel Finkelstein, a faculty
member at Bar-Tlan Unlversity. The
archaeological team has some 15 per-
manent staff membera. -

Archaeology studenls have also been
{nvolved, lncluding “American studenis
who want to spend the summer in Isra-
el and learn about archaeology, and get
some fleld experience.”

‘The summer excavation season lasts
five or six weeks, during July and Aug-
ust. That season falls between the uni-
versity’s two exam periods, Demszky

d. .

‘Thedaybegina for the archaeological
team at approximalely 3 a.ni., Continu-
1ng into the early afternoon.

“That's our work day,” Demsky sald.
e take a break for lunch and rest.”

From the late afternoon until night-
fa}], team members work on sorting

Hills hikes fees, adds personnel

By Julle Brown
staff writer

ment In the city, sald Tom Blasell,
Hiils’ dlrector of publle

Several new employees will soon be
jolning the Department of Public Scr-
vicea staif In Farmiogton Hilis,

City Council members In Farming-
ton Hills voted Tuesday to authoriza
the city manager to hire additional per-
sonncl for the engincering and commu-
nity development divistons,

The community development divl-
slon will bave two additlonal bullding
inspectors, In the englncering division,
one engincering alde and one clvil engl-
neer will be hired, (n addition to two
seasonal inspectors for the summer
constructlon season. '

Tho additional personnel ave needed
beeauso of an Increase in new develop-

services.

“We're busy. We haven't had thls
kind of development since the late
1970s, and there's every Indication it's

“olnm}ogmmgmu ng and unit;
‘ en, 4 community
development ara tied very closely with
development,” ho sald. Layolfs were
mado in both divisions in the 1980s,
when new development In the clty do-
creased .

CITY ST, reviewed the
workloads in the two dlvisions, and
found that they bad Increased.

Single-family residential

permil
for example, were found to bave lo- .

creased over the last saveral years,

from 61 in 1982, to 400 in 1989, to 519
In 1984, and to 346 during the first 4%
months of 1085,

The projected total for 1985 Is 630
single-family resldential ts.

“As o result, we found we were over-
Iy busy and had to add additionat staff
in order to meet ths demand that's
there,” Blasell sald,

o 3unuuxtl mor the eommnn’l;
evelopmen! oo expansion
udes fringe

for the employees.
“That's En annual allotment,” Blasell

sals
Within the englneering division, the
additionsl expendituren are estimated
to be $91,000.\ R
"We have advertlsed for the poel-
tions already,” he sald, “Reallzing we
, N

bad the potential for it, we weat out

through the pottery. !

“Through the pottery, we can date
the different strata of the tell. Our
work Is exploring thosa levels.”

The *tell” refers to the hill that re-
flects the settlement of a site,

“Qn the tell, people began to bulld a
village," That particular site may have
been chosen for such reasons as being
defendnble and being close to a water

supply.

TEROUGHOUT HISTORY, subse-
quent settlements have then been made
on the same site.

“Qur job Is to uncover that and to

interpret what we find,” Demsky sald,
“It's somewhat like a layer cake, but
the layers are not all equally diatant.”

For more recent historical perjods,
archaeologists may discover colns,
complete with dates, making their
work a little easter.

Bar-Tlan team's work Includes
photographing the iaterlals,

“We take pictures 30 we know what
it looka like.”” Restoration of the pot-
tery ls time-consuming,

“It's a very meticulous type of
work""

Ls er Thurs-
day) The candidate is opposed to Farm-
ington Hills' proposed use of the Tax
Increment Financlng Act (TIFA) to
help pay for improvements along the
12 Mile office corridor.

‘T'wo reasons were presented for her
opposltion. TIFA s used as a means of
helping a deteriorating area or as a
means of making improvements to en-
tice business to relocate In the area.
“Jt's a poor assumption,” her spokes-
man said, adding that Farmington Hills
13 not lacking in new business.

The second reason given for opposi-
tion to TIFA is that the school district
would tose a portlon of its revenue
while TIFA was In effect,

RICK KNAUER: “I really don't have
any serious concerny about the school
dlstrict.” In reminding both the audl-
ence and fellow candldates about the
purpose of a school board, Knauer add-
ed that the professionnls who are em-
ployed by the district are the ones who
ghould be making recommendations on
which the school board is to make deci-
slons, The school board, he safd, s the
body which makes sure its decisions
are Implemented throughout the dis-

trict.

“Bacause things are 50 good In this
distriet,” Knauer said he is concerned
that voters won't go to the polls and
won't become Involved In the echool
dlstrict.

MICHAEL KING: “Quite f ankly I
would like to see more debate,” be sald,
adding that governmental bedles
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Asron Demaky
The matesizls will be put en display
at Bar-flan University, he sald.

““We've completed this series of ex-
cavations, but we'll probably be com-
ing bﬂ%k. ’mhnpa golng back to other

0

what’s inside

Cable Connecilon .
Classifleds, . . . .
C ity Calend

and advertised the positions.”

Costs for the additional personmel
shouldn't have an fmpact on the gener-
al taxpayer, Blasell sald, use the
city charges fees for review, (nsp {
and design services,

"Weo charge fees for that work to tho
developer.” . -

CITY COUNCIL members also au-
thorized a hew fos structure for the en-
gineering division at last Tuesday's
meeting, Last month, council members
approved an adjusted fee schedule for
bullding permit tees.

“Some of the feea were initlated at
fixed costs & number of yoars ago, and
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