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the opeacr, then golng the distance in
game two, glving up three runs and
cight

You gotta have heart, and Farming-
ton Harrison had plenty us they swept
past North Farmington and Plymouth
Canton te claim the Class A district
basebatl title.

The Hawks — 15-10 on the season =~
stormed by North Farmington, 11-1, in
the semifinals Saturday morning, then
toughed out a 6-3 win over Plymouth
Canton in the championship game that
afternoon. They now advance to the re-
glonals June 8 at Plymouth Canton
agalnst Livonla Stevenson.

Pitcher Mike Inch, 7-2, won both
games for Harrlson, burling three lnn-
Ings and allowlng one run on one hit in

hits,

“I was ready to pull him (Inch) prob-
ably five times,” Harrlson coach John
Herrington said. “But he has so much
heart that I had to go with him.*

HERRINGTON also credlted the
Warriors’ hearty defense, “They played
real well, and that play in the third
may have turned the game around,” he

said.

With one out in the third jnning and
Canton'’s Chris Slsler on flrst, Inch
struck out second haseman Tom
Kenyon, and Warrlor catcher Mike Co-
lovos cut down Slsler trylng to steal
second.

‘We may have shot our wad
emotionally in the first game. It was
difficult for us to get back into the
second game. | think we tended to lay

back just a bit.’

— Canton coach Fred Crissey (below)
following Saturday’s 6-3 loss
to Harrison in the Class A title game

Losing pitcher John Lendors {abov
eventual Class A winner Harrlson.
ditferently at all. John was 4-0 for us at the en
deserved to be in there.”

Tn the opening Inning, Harrison first
baseman Vince Enrlght and third base-
man Dan Murray turned diving stops
on hard grounders Into put-outs that
kept leadoff hitter Sisler from scoring.

And in the flith lnning — with two
out, the bases loaded and the Warrlors
up 6-3 — Murray robbed Kenyon of ex-
tra bases with a leaping grab of a line
drive that was headed into the feft ficld
corner.

The Chiefs weren't discouraged,
though, and again loaded the bases in
the seventh inning before Inch ended
the drama by getting Jeff Lyle to pop
out to second baseman Ken George for
the final out of the game.

FOR CANTON — 23-6 overall — It
was a heartbreaking and anticlimactic
defeat following thelr heart-stopping,
come-from-behind win in the semiflnal
matchup against host Walled Lake
Western,

Western's Dan Gabrlele — consid-
ercd a top pro pitching prospect — and
the Chiefs’ Mark Coburn hooked up In a
pitchers' ducl that saw Coburn ahead in
stats but Canton trailing 3-1 golog Into
the seventh (nning.

To that point, Coburn had allowed
two hits while striking out eight, Fast-
baller Gabriele had ylelded six hits and
steuck out 10,

In the seventh, Gabricle retired the
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e left) was removad from the game after giving up six runs to

His coach, Fred Crisoay, said: “I wouldn't have done anything

d of the year and did on outstanding job, and he

son bursts Canton’s ¢

first two Canton batters, then walked
Kenyon, Mark Stevens (who had
homered in the sixth) and Dwayne Ben-
nett, londing the bases for Pete Mor-
mon.

The count on Mormon went to 2-and-
2 before the slender first baseman
driited a low hard onc on one hop to the
fence In Yeit-center fleld, scoring all
three base runners for a 4-3 Canton
lead.

Coburn would have gotten the side in
order In the bottom of the seventh but,
with two outs, he flubbed a tapper back
to mound, allewing Western's number
nine hitter, Dave O'Kragly, to reach
flrst. .

It turned out most appropriately,
though, because the last out of the
game belonged to hitting hero Mormon,
who pulled in 2 soft Hner off the bat of
Western's Danny Atwell to wrap up the
win.

“YOU COULDN'T ask for more In a
comeback,” Canton coach Fred Crissey
sald, "We battled back — that was the
differcnce In the game. And we stopped
striking out after the flrst three Inn-

ings.

Gabricle flnished the game with 11
strike outs — only four of which came
after the third inning.

Crisscy sald Mormon had the hit slgn
In the seventh, cven though Gabriele
had walked the last three batters. “I
couldn't hold him (Mormon) In a sltua-
tion like that. I {elt he might come in
with a pitch.”

Mormon said: “I was nervous but
confldent that I could make contact I( 1
swung at strikes and laid off the balls.”
He called the game winner his biggest
hit of the year.

Western coach Chuck Apap said,
“There's no doubt he (Gabrleie) got
tired at the end, but I don't want to
take anything away from the Canton
kids. Sometimes that last out Is hard to
get. We nceded one more and we
couldn’t get it.”

JOHN LENDERS started the cham-
plonshlp game for Canton, but his se-
Jectlon of off-speed, sidcarm and three-
quarters pitches proved no mystery to
Harrison hitters,

Brian Smolinskl — who batted .430
during the regular season but struck
out three times in game one — led of [
with a double on a towering fly ball
that the left fielder misjudged.

He scored when Johin Miller lashed a
hanglng curve ball over the center
ficlder’s head for a triple. Miller rode
hame when cleanup man Mlke Colgvos
sent a change-up over the left field
fence, making it 3-0 Hacrlson.

Later In the first, Inch singled and
went to second on a wild pltch, then

. ® P
RICK SMITH/s1att pholographer

Happy Warrlors Mike Colovos (in catchor's gear) and Ken George
b afler 's

6.3 win over

Canton in Class A

district baseball finals. Farmington Harrison had advanced to the
finals by beating North Farmington 11-1. Thoy now advance to
regional action agalnst Livonia Stovenson June 8.

scored on Shawn Brennan’s pop double
Into shallow right-center fleld.

Those were all the runs Harrison
eventually needed, but they pleked up
two more on a Smolikski home run off
Lenders in the fourth, maklng it 6-3
Harrison.

Canton scored its three runs in the
fourth on three walks, a fielder’s choice
where everyone was safe and key sin-
gles by Bennett and Tony Alken. They
came close to breaking the game open
until Harrison third baseman Murray
took (he hit away from Kenyon.

MIKE CLARK pitched exceptionally
well in relief of Lenders, allowlng no
runs after coming in with bases loaded
and no one out in the fifth Inning and
setting down the side In order In the
sixth,

Crissey said he docsn't regret not
going to Clark earlicr.

“I wouldn't have donc anythlng dif-
fereatly at all. John {Lenders) was 4-0
for us at the end of the year and did an
outstanding job, and he deserved te be
in there.

“We may have shot our wad ¢: >
tionally in the first game. It was di:. -
cult for us to get back Into the seco;
game. I think we tended to lay bacs
Just a hit," Crissey sald.

Herrington wouldn't predict how
Harrison may fare tn the regionals but
said, “Anything can happen in the state
tourney, but we can’t expect Inch to
win it all for us, The key will be
whether we can come up with a second
pltcher along the way.”

Close, but no ¢

gar

Falcons track run comes up 2 points shy

By Brad Emuns
stolf wrltor

1t didn't take long for the Livenla
Churchill boys track get back Into the
winners elrele.

The Chargers, who relinquished their
steanglehold en league track titles last
year to Plymouth Salem, regalned first
place at the Western Lakes Actlvities
Association {(WLAA) meet, Wednesday
at home.

It was Churchlli's second crown in
three years since the A was
formed. It was also the Chargers' 13th
Teague title In 14 years, dating back to
the o} Western Six clreult,

Churchill took a blg lead in the field
events and then held off Farmington in
the 10-5chool event, 118-116. Delending
champlon Salem was a distant third
with B2 points (sce statistica),

“The kids remember that last year
was our first loss In 12 confercnee
meets,” said Churchill conch Fred

Price. “They had a score to settle and |

our 21 senlors wanted to Ieave on top.”
Five lengue records were sbattered,
Including two by Salem’s Mike White,
He won the long jump with a leap of 22
{eet, 8% Inches and later captured the
300-meter low hurdles with a record
time of $8.3, He might have set a new
W mark in the 110 highs, but
tripped and did not place. .

CHURCHILL, meanwhile, plled up
ita share of firsts to go along with
depth.

Dave Mize defended both of his titles
in the shot put (51-8) and the discus
(163-3). His toss in the discus establish-
ed a new WLAA record.

Teammate Mike Meehan, means

while, toppled his own record by three
inches in the high jump, leaping 6-6.

Other  Churchill winners included
Doug Plachta in the 1,600 run (4:28.0)
and Gordon Babcock in the 110 hurdles
{15.4). The Chargers also got a big boost
when its 800 relay team of Babcock,
Eric Williams, Dave Gluth and Ernle
Healy took first with season team best
of 1:32.7. Churchill was atso second in
the §,200 and 1,600 relays.

“For us to win the 800 relay with
Farmington and Salem having better
tlmes going in was a plus,” Price sald.
“And we got another big boost in- the
8,200 relay.

“Nobody had bad performances. 1
think the kids were keyed for the meet
and they were well rested. I gave them
four days off and told them to work a
couple of times on thelr own. Evidently
they did that or rest was the key. We
were mentally sharp and we ran from
the heart”

FARMINGTON, which lost a close
dual to Churchill earlier {n the scason,
captured four first places.

Recording individual firsts for the
Falcons were Nathan Case, 100 dash,
11.7; Mike Forge, 400 dash, §1.5; and
Chrls Inch, $,200 run, 9:45.7. Farming-
ton's 1,600 relay team of Forge, Dave
Cunningham, o Kramer and Al
Stebbins flnlshed

{lrat witk a time of
3:28.8.

In addition to White's pair of firsts,
Salem’s Cralg Morton took the 200 dash
in 23.0. .

Plymouth Canton, a surprising
fourth in the team standings with &3
polnts, recelved a sirong showlng from
{Ls 400 relay squad of Tom Bowle, Matt
Flower, Pat McGow and James Ratliff,

who crossed the line (Irst in 44.6.

Livonfa Bentley, (lfth in the team
standings with 47 polnts, rode the
strong middle distance running of Mike
McCormick. The senlor standout set a
league record In the 800 run, cdglng
Farmlington's Al Stebhins by a one-10th
of & second with a time of 1:55.7,

McCORMICK also anchored the
Bulldogs to a first place finish in the
3,200 relay, teaming up with Todd
Walker, Gregg Brown and Jim Maddox
for a tlme of 8:17.0

In the pole vault, Farmington Harri-
son's John Waak cleared an Observer-
land best at 13-4,

WESTERN LAKES ACTIVITIES ASSOC,
BOYS TRACK MEET
Wednoaday ot Livonia Churchitl

Toam siandings; 1. Livoala Churchil, 118
points: 2. Farmington, $10; 3. Plymouth Salam, 82;
4. Piymouth Canton, 55; 5. Livnla Bantiey, 47; 6.
Fatmingion Karrlson, 40; 7. Livonla Stevencon. 8;

. Walied Lakn Ceniral, 20; 0. Horttvine, 13; 10.
Waltod Lake Wastern, 0.

FINAL RESULTS

Discun; 1. Dave Mo {LC). 163 feol, J Inchos.
{loague record); 2. Mart Pulick (LS}, 154-0; 3.
Davo Richards (LC}, 140-7; &. Ab Hozen, 147-7;
§, Craig Petorsmark {F}, 145-1; 6. Pal Conway
{LS}, 144-8.

‘ot put: 1, Dave Mizo {LC), 61-3: 2. Geoge
Sarcavich {FH), 48-8%; 3. Tony Boauna (LS). 47-
§; 4, Crnig Potorsmark (F), 47-2; 5. Glove Brooks
{LC), 47-2; 6. Matc Cygan (PS), 40-4%1.

Long Jump: 1. Mixe While (PS), 22-8% (league
rocord) ; 2. Bryan Waidion (PS), 21-11%; 3. Tom
Baowio 20-1¥: 4. Ed Stoecklo (LC), 20
?‘ LeTarte (Nj, 19-7%; 8. Erle Witlams (LC).

.

High jump: 1. Mixe Meshan (LC), 6-8 (lague
tecord); 2. Ab Hazen {F}, 6-3; 3, Jim Rintata
onyk {PC), 6-1; 5. Brian

(PC), 5-10.

P

udoman (LB), 12~4; 3. Mike Harwood (PS)
; 4; Exik Brandemihi {LC), 12-0; 5. Rob Huta
11-0; 8. Scoit Fettog (LCY, 11-6;

100-moter dash: 1. Nathan Caso {F), 1
Tom Bowle (PC), 12.0; 3. Chvia Nichoh (F), 12.0:
4, James Ratl (PC), 12.1: 5. Bryan Waldion
(PS), 12.1; 6. Jm Agosta (LG}, 12.1,

200 dash: 1, Cralg Morton (P9}, 230, 2. Enic
McNamara (LS), 23.8; 3. Bilan Looser (F), 20.%;
4, Pat McGow (PC), 20.7; 5. J. Brinkngstool (N)
23.7; 6. Joha Holson (PS), 2.7,

00 dash: 1. Mike Forgo (F), 61.6; 2. Erlc Wi
3, Don Chapin (WLC), 82.0,4.

Dava Cunaingham (F), 52.1 5. Bryan Waldroa
{PS}, 52.3; B. Chula Hayosh (PC), 52.9.

run: 1. Mixe MeCormick (LS). 1:99./
{loogue tecord); 2. Al Slobbins {F), 1:558; 3.
Mendows (N), 2:01.2; 4, Scolt Steinor (PS}.
2:04.7: 5. Scolt Watis (F], 2:08.3; 6. Brlan Viadu
(PS). 2.08.5.

,600 run; 1. Doug Plachia (LC), 4280, 2.
Bruce Keatl {F), 4:20.1: 3. Joft Madsen (WLC),
4:32.4; 4. Chvis Han (FH), 434.7; 5. Kovin Sarl
{LD), 4:15.8. 6. Flab Annatt (LB}, 4:37.0.

2,200 cun: 1. Chris Inch (F), 8:45.7; 2. Jott Mad-
zon (WLG), 10:06.5; 3, John Kotos (PS), 10:11.4;
4. Kovin Sarl (LB), 10:15.8; 5. Alob Annett (LB).
10:22.7; 8. Tony Atwoll (PS), 10:25.2.

110 High huzdles: 1. Gordon Babcock {LC),
5.4; 2. Tony Oitver) {FH}, 15.5: 3. Brlan Whiloley
{PC}, 4, Lamont Burgess (FH}, 10.4; 5.- Dan
Houdok {PC), 1B.4; B. Doan MacKenze {LB).
10.4,

es: 1, Mike Wit (PS), 36.3
jordon Babcock (LC), 39.5:
3. Gteg Foenstra (F}, 40.3; 4. Lamont Burgoss
(FH), 40.6; 6, Doan MocKorzla 41.0; 8. JoH Giea-
00 4

1on, 45.1; nson,
Churchit, 45.9; 8. Nosthwitle, 48.3.

800 relsy: 1, Church@l {Gordon Babcock, Erlc
Wiliars, Cave Ghuth and Emia Hoaly}, 1:32.7; 2.
32.4; 4. Canlon,

2:20.8; 2. Chutehill, 2:28.8; 3. Balem, 3:32.6; 4.
Canl 3:35.1; 5. Benlley, 3:07.0; 8. Harlson,
3318,

3,200 relay: 1. Beabiey (Todd Wabker, Gregg
Brown, Jim Maddox and Mike McCormick),
B17.0; 2. €:18.0; 3. Salem, 8:20.0; 4.
Sievonton, 8:29.4; 5, Northwitia, 8:31.6; 8. Canton,
8333,

'DAN DEAN/statf photographer

Brion Looser of Farmington turns (nto the bar during Wodnesday's

Wastern Lakas moet, Ho cleared

titth.

6 fest 1 In the high jump to place




