Etched windows deter car thieves

By Tim Richard
sialf writer

There's growing evidence you can reduce the
chances of your car's being stolen and stripped If
you have its vehlele identification number ctched
on the windows,

“Thleves must replace this glass,” sald Leonard
Bach, clalms director for AAA of Mlchigan, polnt-
Ing to an etched car window. “Etchlng stops
thieves.”

He chuckled and added, “This Triple-A stlcker,
which warns that the window has been etched, is
even more lmportant than the vehlele number.”

Tom Freel, AAA publicist, explained, "“This pro-
gram makes it Impractica) to ‘chop’ a stolen car, A
chop shop couldn't scll this door to anyane without
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the tedera? crii deg,
etches a car's vehicle identification
number onto a window to dater thieves
and “chop shops.”

replacing the glass. And that leaves a paper trail of
glass orders.”

FOR FIVE days this week — Wednesday through
Sunday -- AAA wlll ald nine southeastern Michlgan
shopping centers in providing free window etching.

It takes about nine minutes or less for a tralned
warker to copy the vehlcle identlflcation number
(VIN) from your reglstration or dashboard and etch
It onto the front and rear windshields and cach
front side window.

At lcast six workers will be assigned at each
mall. If they arc kept busy all day, as many as
18,000 cars, trucks and recreational vehleles could
be marked In the five dnys of the program. Cooper-
atlng shopplng centers are:

Oakland County — Northland (Southfleld), Sum-
mit Place (Pontlac), Twelve Qaks (Novi).

Wayne County — Westland (Westland), Fairlanc
(Dearborn), Southland (Tayler), Eastland (Harper
Woods).

Elsewhere — Briarwood {Ann Arbor), Lakeslde
(Sterling Helghts).

Directions will be posted in the Hudson's parking
1ot at each mall. The serviee wii) be offered only on
dry days when the temperature Is §0-85 degrees.

AAA, WHICH insures 25 percent of Michlgan ve-
hleles, Is building up cvidence that etching
discourages thleves who scll cars to chop shaps.

“We have been etching for members since June
of 1983," Freel said, “Our recovery rate on stolen
cars i3 double the rest of the state’s.”

Speclflcally, 72 percent of AAA-ciched cars are
recovered compared to 33-37 percent for all others,
Bach said.

Neverthelesss, he sald, 90 percent of recovered
cars are stripped, and Insurers must consider them
a fota] loss. Fer AAA of Michigan, that meant a
payout of $69.3 million In theit clalms,

Statewide, the AAA spokesmen said, 80,000 cars
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Lesinski
is visiting
judge

Retired Judge T. John
Lesinski has been ap-
pointed visiting judge of
the Oakland County Cir-
cult Court.

Lesinski  will handle
the docket formerly as-
signed to Judge George
LaPlata, who was recent-
Iy appointed to the Unlt-
ed States Distriet Court
for the Eastern District
of Michlgan In Detrolt.

Judge Lesinski began
his 30-day appointment
as a visiting judge May
20. He Is on lcave from
his Detroit law flrm of
Lesinski, Krall, Murphy
and O'Neill.

Chicf Judge Francis X.
O'Briecn sald  Lesinskl’s
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LESINSKI HAS many
years of public service
behind him. The Grosse

Polnte Shores resldent
served in the Michigan
House of Representatives
from 1950-1960.

He was lleutenant gov-
crnor 1961-1964 and
served as vice chalrman
of the exceutive commilt-
tee of the National Con-
ference of Lieutenant
Governors 1963-1964.

Lesinskl was a Michl-
gan Court of Appeals
Judge 1965-1976. In 1977,
he was appointed by the
Michigan Supreme Court
to serve as special judt-
clal administrator to
bring the Detroit Recor-
der’s Court docket under
control.

In 1978, he was ap-
pointed administrative
and management consult-
ant to the Michigan De-
partment of Labor to rec-
ommend revislons in the
adjudleatory process.
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were stolen last year — 42,000 of them In Detrolt
alone. Because suburban nsurance rates are tied
by state law to Detroit's, the cost is spread across
the metropolitan area.

The auto theft rate has tripled since 1978. A
Michlgan car is stelen every nlne minuics.

MANUFACTURERS OF certaln theft-prone
models will be required to ctch thelr windows start-
ing in 1887, Freel sald. The delay ls because of the
necessity for manufacturers to tool up and the com-
plexity of coordinating numbers when auto parts
are made In varlous locatlons.

. Etching alone won't stop car thieves, some of
whom take them for joyrides and others to sci! In-

tact.

Bach sald the etching program would be run In
conjunction with efforts to educate vehicle owners
to lock thelr cars, place valuables out of sight, park
only in well-lighted lots and carry thelr registra-
tions with them rather than leave them in glove-
boxes.

© Local news you can use © 1

B U5

EAE AW

“SWEETHEARTS & DAISIES”
An all-around arrangement al
Sweetheart Roses & Daisies in a touml
<hiny capper bowl.
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A now luxurlous Manor resldence with private and semi-private
llving accommadatlons for the elderly. The program is steuctured

for those who are ambulatory but need supervision and who
desire deluxe accommodatlons.

For information contact the Caring People at Oak Manor.
2316 John R, Troy
689-7755
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