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By C.J. Risak
stali weiter

Joyed football, all the frlends I made. 1
enjo 1], too, even though it

Dave Hall's college athletic carcer
dldn’t end the way he expected it to —
not even the way he would have wanted
itto.

But few long-range goals follow
mapped-out strategles. And one quallty
Hall, a Livonia Stevenson graduate,
possesses that scparates him from
other athletes Is endurance.. Not the
marathon-running type of physical en-
durance, although he has proven he can
withstand that kind of punlshment.

Hall has proven to be endurlng: He
has adjusted to radical shifts in his ath-
Iatie career with relative cnee, And he
has made the switches wlith great suc-
cess,

Talent helps, certainly. And Hall has
plenty of that.

When he first entered Unlversity of
Michlgan, It was with hopes of some-
day playing quarterback for the Wolve-
rincs, As he now leaves Michigan, It's
with thoughts of what might have been
had he devoled his time to track in-
stead.

“1 think I could have been a fot bet-
ter decathlete If T concentrated on that
cntirely,” sald Hall, who graduated
from Michlgan May 4. “But I really en-
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was real hard en my knees.”

COUNT 'EM three varsity
sports. Hall's a throwback to another
era, a three-sport athlete at a major
unlversity. In this cra of sport special-
jzation, that makes him rare (ndeed.

Whlle it was football that brought
him to Michigan, It was in track that
Hall enjoyed hls greatest success. He
carned four letters in track and, In his
final competition as a Wolverine, bust-
ed the school record in the decathlon.

Hall scored 7,034 points to finlsh
first at the Central Collegiate Meet
Moy 24.25 at Eastern Michigan Unlver-
sity. He surpassed the former U-M
record by a mere two points.

1 dldn’t know If my legs would hold
up,” he sajd. “At first I just wanted to
{inlsh. Then I wanted to win, The Mlch-
igan record was in the back of my
mind, but I never knew how close I
was. If I had, I prabably wouldn't have
been able to break It."”

THE DECATHLON sults Hall. It's
enduring, but not just physically, al-
though competing in 10 events in two
days can drain any athlete.

“The hardest thing is maintalning

WMU hurler

By Brad Emons
staff writor

The majors are still a long way off,
but Plymouth Salem graduate Joc
Humphries toak o step in the right di-
rection Tuesday when he was taken in
the third round of the amateur baseball
draft by the Toronte Blue Jays.

a plteher, d that

“But they can run themselves
right into trouble and out of inn-
ings,” George cautioned, adding that
Stevenson §s 7-2 since moving for-
mer catcher Chris Tanelll to short-
_|stop and putting Brian Cox behind
the plate.

‘The winner of Saturday morning's
showdown advances to the reglonal
finals at 12:30 p.m. Saturday at
Plymouth Canton. They wili play
the winner of the Southgate-Dear-
|born game, scheduled for 10 a.m.

Saturday at Plymouth Salem High
| School.

he would sign immediately with Toron-
to and forgo hls senior year at Western
Mlchigan University.

“I'm going to slgn,” said the hard-
throwlng right-hander. “And that's
some good (bonus) money I'll have
coming. They'll pay you to go to school.
They put school Into your contract.”

Accordlng to area scauts, .players
drafied in the third round usually com-
mand anywhere {rom a $30,000 to
$50,000 slgning bonus.

Although he was an outstanding
pitcher and outflelder at Salem, Hum-
phrles was not drafted out of high
school.

As a freshman at WMU, Humphries
started in left fleld, As a sophomore, he
started the scason at third base, went
back to the outfleld and wound up at
first base.

Injuries can’t keep

college sporis

your concentratlon for two days,” said
Hall. *It Is physically’ difflcult, but
mentally, you can't dwell on a past
event. You just have to do your best
and move on. It's a combinatlon of the
two,"

There's no way of telling how good
Hall could have becn if he had concen-
trated on the decathlon throughout his
colleglate carcer. Not that hls footbatl
career was a flop. Had Hall gotten a
better break, he might have made a
greater impact in his first choice of
sports.

Hall's best moment In football came
when he was called on to relleve Steve
Smith In the 1933 Rose Bow), Although
he had almast no experlence, Hall ral-
lied the Wolverines to within a touch-
down of UCLA, but the comeback dled
and Michigan lost 2414,

DURING 1883 spring practlce, Hall
hurt his right knee. He played on it that
{all, but hls mobility was reduced and
he was Ineffective. After the season,
doctors examincd the knee and strong-

ly advised Hall to give up football or
risk permanent damage.

“1'was really disappointed I couldn't
play.” he recalled, "I wasn't agreeing
wlith the decision at the time, but It was
the right thing. I couldn’t move lateral-
1y without hurting the knee.”

With foatball taken from hlm, Hall
devoled himself to track and the de-
cathlon. He first became interesied in
the 10-sport event as a funfor at Ste-
venson. With the encouragement of
then-Steventon track coach Tom Bills,
Hlall entered the Nationa) Junlor Olym-

cs.
g It was a natural event for him. In
high school, Hall competed in both hur-
dles events, the discus, leng jump, high
Jump and 440-yard run,

“I was alrcady halfway there,” he
sald when the idea of competing In the
decathlon was suggested, Hall flnished
first in the Mldwest Regionals to quali-
ty for the National Junlor Olympics,
where he placed second, even though It
was only his third decathlon,

AS A FRESHMAN at Michigan, Hal!
continued to lmpress as a decathlcte,
finishing second at the TAC Junior Na-
tionals, But that’s where his other
sports Interests — namely football —
deterred him.

‘My arm got stronger
as the aeason went
along. They liked the
fact I can throw 80 mph
or above for seven
innings.’

~— Joo Humphrico

During his first two years at West.
ern, Humphrles pltched only 16 innings.
But in a rare start late In hls sopho-
more scason, Humphries tossed a two-
hitter in a 1-0 Joss to Kent State.

OVER THE SUMMER, Humphries
playcd for MFI, a sandlot team In Bat-
tle Creck which posted a §8-13 record
and was the only team from thls coun-
try to beat U.S, Olympians on their ex-

down

1 started to concentraic on foot-
ball,” he sald. “The guys I beat as a
freshman kept working on the decath-
ton. Now they've passcd me.”

Hall's injured knee was no problem
in track. The running is stralght ahead,
so there was no lateral straln. With
track his only concern — he did play
basketball as a sophomore for an inju-
ry-depleted Wolverine squad — Hall
worked heavily on welghts during the
fall and winter.

His efforts resulted in greater
strength (he went from 210 to 220
pounds), which In turn resulted in $m-
proved performances In the throwing
events. Until Jate in the season, Hall
owned Michigen's best toss of the year
In the discus, an event usually reserved
for offensive-lineman types, not quart-
erbacks.

WHAT HALL needs Is time to con-
centrate on the decathlon. That and a
palr of healthy legs. A few wecks ago,
he sat down in a car and {elt something
snap In his left knee. He tore cartilage
and had to have arthoscoplc surgery
carller this week.

“I'm going to take a year off and
concentrate on my school work," Hall
sald, He's already enrolled In the Uni-
versity of Texas' graduate buslness

hibition tour,

Humphrles went 4-0 and notched
three saves. He alse played outicld
and batted .363.

This spring, Humphries was used
strletly as a pitcher by WMU head
coach Fred Decker. *I dldn't pick up a
bat this year,” Humphries said.

In Mid-Amerlcan Conference play,
Humphries went 5-0 ¢n route to All-
MAC honors. His overall record was 5-
S wlith a 4.57 ERA. He pitched 67 inn-
ings, striking out 47 and walking 40.

“My arm got stronger as the season
went along,” Humphrles sald. “They
liked the fact I can throw 90 mph or
above for seven innings.

~The {Toronto) scouts teld me they
drafted me basleally on potential and
they liked my attltude.”

A lot of Humphrles' development
was orchestrated by his father, Joe Sr.;
his high school coach, Brlan Gliles; and
WMU pltching coach Randy Ford, who
played at one time in the Blue Jays®
farm system.

“MY DAD is pretty excited,” sald
Joe Jr., “because he says he's taught
me everythlng I know.

“I glve a lot of credit to Randy for
my success. He paid extra attention to
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Dave Hall
shatters decathlon record

school. “I'm golng to rest for a year
and let my legs recover. Then I might
come back and start tralning again
next summer (for the decathlon).

“If it doesn't work out, that's OK. It's
no blg deal. I'll just work on my MBA."

1t'11 wark out. Hall wlll find a way to
make It work. It's part of his make-up.
He'll endure.

is drafted by Toronto

me because 1 had the potential, West-
ern had a very good program and very
good coaches.”

Gilles was elated upon hcaring the

news,
“Joe's the kind of kid that worked
hard,” sald the ex-Salem conch. “He'd
get four hits and then would be out rak-
Ing the fleld after the game. He did
anythlng you'd ask and that personality
carries aver. I think it's great.”

1f Humphrics agrees to a contract,
he'll most likely be assigned to the
Jays' rookle league farm club in Medi-
clne Hat, Alberta {Canada).

“A lot of peaple told me I'd go in the
first five rounds,” sald Humphries. *I
went to a lot of personal tryouts, I
threw at Riverfront Stadlum (in Clncln-
natl} last Saturday.”

HUMPHRIES, a criminal justice
major, plans to return to Kalamazoo
for school in the winter.

“Il be back at Western unless they
want me to go to the Instructlonal
Jeague, and that’s usually a good sign,”
e said.

All the signs pointed in the right di-
rectlon Tuesday. Maybe the big leagues

‘aren't far away?
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RINDERSCENEN Studio presents '™
TWO 2-WEEK WORKSHOPS

providing intenslve wark In Suzukl violin & In drawing & watercolor painting.
ENROLL IN EITHER OR BOTH WORKSHOPS

"

4 ACRES OF GREENHOUSE 1
TO SHOP IN! / :

BUY DIRECT

|DOLL REPAIR
'} FREE ESTIMATES ON DOLL RESTORATION $4
87, 12" and Baby Dolls in Stock
» WIGS+ ANTIQUES PARTS» RESTRINGING
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) MADAME ALEXANDER
« EYEWORK » REPAINTING
« CHINA HEADS & ANTIQUE BODIES RESTORED
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HANGING BASKETS ¢ 4500
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Alurani Club/Oakland County A vt 1o Phymouth ot complete wltbout a FLOWERING  $ fe Our 3749 sgas|
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: ‘7;‘):9 o Wildlife Art and related sporting gift ilems. T —
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. Jim Anderson, M.5.U. Prof Mo,.“i;l{,’?.{’ Y6 BERRV PLANTS . gll::v?/grer:fisas ;V:Jg.sogdlon&(:oncem

: Speak on Thuts. and Fi. 10:00-9:00 «Blue Concord » Raspberrles (June & Evarbearing)  «Red Cotawba. Whito Soyvalt

H “Caraer Development for Sunday 12:00-5:00 Great Fatber's Day Gift Ideas N e - -

)| Working Professionals” ANNUALS g4 55 | [PERENNIALS & | [ SHADE PLANTS

| Sosahes, Gk counETe e & ROCK GARDEN | | :uzipigesianeres) |
:§ 7-8Dinner, *12 5402739 ALL TYPES OF ROOFING PLANTS :
&\ 8-9 Speaker 546-3451 A I . * 79° atrar MOSTIN ¢ 89° ATRAY ]
;) . *Immediate Delivery Available S50, par A #5089 $Q.50arar L
(12 TRAYS PER FLAT) FLAT OF 10 #13%® {'| 12TRAYS PERFLAT

ROOFING WHOLESALE, Inc, 1 1 — -
19250 W. 8 Mile Southtield | +WISTERIA  +SILVERLACE +HONEYSUCKLE  +CLEMATIS
353-6343

+BOSTONIVY +BITTERSWEET  VIRGINIA CREEPER +VEGETUS + EUONYMU!
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NURSERY STOCK

: Extra Early PRICED TO SELL
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Boal Mastor Hybrid
Bettor Boys
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RECOMMENDED BY THE UNDERGROUND
SHOPPER AND DIAL FOR DISCOUNTS

DONALD E. McNABB

22150 W, 8 Mile  357-2626
(near Lahser, Southfietd)

HOURS: Mon., Tues,, Frl, 8:30-8, Thurs., 8:30-, Sal, 8:30-6, Sun. 11-5

Nyton carpet used for 10 days at nationsl
Auto Shows, Come In now for best seloc-
tion. 30,000 9. yds, avallsble
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