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Gulf islands — sun, sand and no worries

This is the second of ¢ series of

articles about the Gulf Istands of
Florida.

THERE ARE supposed to be two
traffic lights on Marco Island, but &
never did find the second one, The first
one is across the toll-free bridge at the
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corner of Collier Boulevard and Bald
Eagle Drive, amid a cluster of small
offices and shops.

The Chamber of Commerce is there,
so you can get a list of accommoda-
tions and dintag places plus a map to
help you get your bearings.

If ‘you want to see the island as the
Calusa Indians must have seen it centu-
ries ago, turn left on Bald Eagle Drive
and follow Highway 92 to the Goodland
Bridge, where the Everglades spread
away in patchies of woods and water.
You could get a canoe lost there In a
burry.

1f 'you want to see Marco as the fish-
ing village it was at the turn-of-the-
century, turn just before the bridge into
the village of Goodland. An carly de-
veloper moved all the island's old
wooden houses imo Goodland when
ptans were first made to develop Mar-
co Island as a tourist resort.

ISLANDERS EAT at the Goodland
Fish House, a tiny thatch-roofed place
on the water next 1o the Goodland Fish
Market. They also go around the corner
10 the Marco Island Lodge for Sunday
brunch and Sunday afternoon jazz ses-
sfons.

Most of the tourists you meet will be
upaware of the jam sessions, but locals
know about it 50 get there early for a
good scat. {The enly campground on the
island is also in Goodland.)

Travel in U.S.A.

America takes a back seat to no natlon in
providing a wealth of places to enjoy dur-
ing a visit or & vacation and millions of
Americans take to the roads each year to
find some wonderous new place,

One of the reasons so many can enjoy
vacations in the U.S. is the presence of the
modern national highway system which be-
gan to be put together under President
Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1956.

Everyone calls it the Interstate Highway
System, but its officlal name ls the Nation-
al System of Interstate and Defense High-
ways and thereby hangs a tale.

On July 7, 1919, Elsenhower was a young
Neutenant colonel who left Washington as
an cbscrver an a convoy of nearly 80 milll-
tary vehlcles to sce whether the nation's
roads were adequate for the national de-
fense.

THE FIRST night, the convoy reached
Fredrick, Md. The next night, it reached
Gettysburg, Pa.; the next night, Bedford,
Pa., 1654 miles from Washington. And so it
went, ali across the country, untll it arrlved
In San Francisco after 62 days on the road.

“1 think that every offlcer on the convoy
had recommended in his report that efforts
should be made to get our people interested
in better roads,” Eiscnhower recalled years
tater.

But he had a better chance than his fel-

- low offlcers to do something about hls ree-
" ommendation. Three-and-a-hall decades
- later Elsenhower was president of the Unit-
ed States and he signed legislation in 1956
creating the Highway Trust Fund to
finance construction of the Interstate High-
way System.
. Today, alter almost three more decades,
: the intcrstate system s more than 96 per-
- cent complete.
Sometimes called the greatest publle-
. works program in hlistory, the sytem has
- more than 41,000 of its authorized 42,500
miles completed. Only a handful of gaps ve-
main on lts rural portlons, and construction
*.has begun on most of them.

CONTROVERSY STILL rages over sev-
eral urban projects, but, as one expert says,
those have more to do with politics than

transportation.

> This vast network of limited access road-
‘ways, In every state but Alaska, has had a
K and often impact
+on the nation.
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Bald Eagle Drive is quile literally
the home of at least one eagle, some-
times visible hlgh in the trees. 1f you
turn right instead of left on Bald Eagle
Drive at the traffic llight, you will
quickly find yourself in Old Marco,
original settlement site and locatlon
now of the Port of Marco Shopping
Cenler.

A 200-ycar-old Gumbo Limbo tree
supported by a steel leg looks like it is
walking from shop to shap across the
brick courtyard.

THREE OF the better-known Island
restaurants
O'Shea’s Wharf Restaurant, dinner and
danelng with live cntertalnment; the
Cate de Marco, good food i
wooden building run by a young Phila-
delphia couple; and the Old Marco Inn,
German food tn a century-old setting.

Most people don’t turn either left or
right on Bald Eagle Drive when they
cross the bridge to that fisst traffic
light. They go straight ahead up Collier
Boulevard to the higherise condomlini-
ums and hotels against the far skyline,
Collier is lined with shops, two-story
apartment buildings and high-rises that
separate the boulevard from the four-
mile-long beach.

THAT BEACH

are in this dircction:

The beach, of course,
is the attraction that
draws travelerg (o
Marco Island and the
other vacation spots
along the Gulf Islands,

with a living room, kitchen and balco-

ny?

yl have the best of both worlds at this
time at the Eagle’s Nest Resort, a
time-share condominium complex with
slgning privileges at the Marriott Mar-
co Beach Resort next‘door. The Mar-
riott (s the biggest hotel on the island.

1 HAVE f{inished my marning beach
walk and am having break{ast now on
the balcony of my seventh-{loor con-
dominium, From here I can see the red
the roofs of ihe poal villas and the sun
Jovers beginning to gather now for
their mid-morning sunning  rltual
around the pool.

1 did my stint in the pool, floating on

in a small

is what attracts us

all 1o the gulf Istands in the first place,
of course, a wide strip of golden sand
that nurtures vacatlon lMfe from carly
in the morning until long after the sun
goes down,

There is a parade of people walking
and jogging and shelling on the beach
early in the morning in both directions.
There are serious decisions to be made
here. Should you take off yaur shoes
and risk cutting your feet on the shells
that glory the beach, or should you risk
getting your shoes wet when you wade
into the sea after that perfect shell just

The beach at Marco Island.
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Highway construction was a famll-
iar sight in the 803,

1t has only 1 percent of U.S. road mile-
age, but carrles 20 percent of vehicle mlle-
age. It has spurred a trucking boom, but a
decline In raliroads. It has created new
tuslness centers at Interchanges, but
caused the death of businesses along older
roads, It links 90 percent of citles of more
than 50,000 populatlon.

Comp! of the r 1,500 miles
is cstimated to cost another $22 blllion,
bringing the tatal to more than $130 billion.
The system Is to be completed by 1990.

“About 1990 or mever,” says Francis B.
Franceis, exccutive director of the Amerf-
can Associatlon of State Highway and
Transportation Officlals. “It's possible that,
Instead of finlshing it, some may recom-
mend that we send up a flag, hold a parade,
and declare victory.

“BACK IN 1956, everyone understood
that the fIrst priority was the completion of
the Interstate system, and that we would
stay with It to the bitter cnd. But 30 years
later, atl of the players who made all the
agreements have left office. And today’s
players arc saying, ‘What deal? What un-
derstandlng?”

Many states, having bulit all thelr allot-
ted Inslerstate mileage, care more about
the deterloration of thelr roads, and about
access of truckers, facmers, clty dwellers,
and cveryone else to the system, than they
do about its {otal completion,

In a scase, the system is a victim of its
WD SUCCESS.

“There isn't any product that doesn't
move on rubber any more,” says John A.
Clements, president of the Highway Users

Interstates are safer than
roads, largely because of their special fea-
tures: controlled access, a minimum of four
lanes, a median strip between the two di-
rections of traffle, no cross tralfle, and ac-
celeratlon and deceleration lanes.

BUT THE defense aspect remalns. Pen-
tagon planners worry about whether they
can move troops and tanks “from fort to
port” for rapid deployment overseas, and
some Interstate sectlons have been bullt
with special defense needs deslgned into

em

The 1956 ucl, passed 12 years after Con-
gress mandated the bullding of an Inter-
state highway system, called for comple-
tion by 1970 at a cost of $27 billion. States
pay 10 percent of the cost, the federal gov-
crnment providing 80 percent out of the
Highway Trust Fund, bulit up by gasollne
taxes.

“Blg eorp don't need
blg warehouses any more; they have moblle
warchouses, trallers filled with parts made
in Tulsa scheduled to arvive at a plant in
Cleveland at just the right time,

“YOU HAVE such a high ownership of
autamoblles in this country that the inter-
state offers a varlety of recreational activi-
tles for cveryone, Someone with modest
means doesn't have to sit in a ghette and
get hot; he can pile his kids into a second-
hand car, get on the interstate, and go to a
ballgame, or fishing, or hunting."

TO THE average Amerlcan, though the
blggest impact of the interstate system ls
simply the abllity to drive vast at

beyend the water's edge?

If you start out with the sea on your
right, you are likely to keep your eyes
turned down to the water's edge or out
to sca where the sailboats triangle the
emerald water. When yau get to the
end of the beach and turn around, you
might lift your eyes o the whole
spread of high rises curving around the
beach in front of you.

OF ALL
make during a hard-working day on the
beach, the only ene that really affects
your vacation style is where you have

got its boost from intersiate

week.

the deelslons you must

areas before the Interstate came.

Younger Americans will never know the
thrill felt by Willjam L. Mertz, a veteran
Fedural Highway Adminlstration aide (who
says he is “sort of* the official historian of
Amerlean highways) when he had his flrst
cncounter with a limited-access highway,
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high speeds without trafiic 1ights or cross
traffle. Anyone over the age of 40 can tell
tales of how long it used to take to get
from, say, Chlcago to Michlgan vacation
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chosen to stay among those varjous
high- and low-rise buildings.

There are only three or four hotels
on the Istand, with restaurants, bars
and other hotel facilitics. The rest of
those high bulldings are apartment
buildings or condominiums, most of
which can be rented for a night or a

Would you rather pay for a hotel
room with easy access to food services,
especiatly room serviee, or would you
raiher pay about the same price (some-
tlmes less) for a two-bedroom condo
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my back countlng the coconuts ln the
trees overhead, and now I must make
more of those difficult decisions, the
kind 1hat come with the hard-working
life of a vacatloner.

Sailing? Wind surfing? go to the art
galleries or to a restaurant In Naples?
o a few miles down the Tamiami Trat
to the tourist attractions of Everglade
City? Mayhe I should just stay here and
read a book and ponder the sltuation
until it's time to go to Quinn's Beach
Bar next door and watch the sun go
down,

‘The rising and setting of the sun are
important activitles on an island. I
wouldn't want to miss them,
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the Pennsylvania Ternpike, The highway
" system
T came to Pittsburgh, and all of a sud-
den it was like being on the Yellow Brick 2Howed
Road,” Mertz recalls, “No traffic llghts, anyone fo
nothing, you just kept going. It was abso. vacation in
Tutely stariling to me." the U.S.A.
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