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By Bonita Bornatoin move away from the wall apenly dis-

pecial wrltor playing its structure, with no attempt
to conceal the nails that bend the wood

The Ron Gorchov exhibitton of re-  frame.

ent paintings at the Susanne Hilberry Likewise, the llnen, particularly

Gallery is a Javish explosion of coler.
Gorchov, who, since 1968, has ap-

plled his abstract color to shaped can-

. vases, crcates a spatlal tenslon be-

around the edges, remains exposed,
like skin, revealing the palnting’s Inner
structure.

- tween painting and sculpture,

The capvases are constructed,

. stapled and mounted on speclally made

thick, wood curved stretchers, ellmi-

- patlng all corners in a shield-like

shape,
Convex and concave, the canvases

By Corlnno Abatt

statf writer

The sight of a kite propelled by a
gentle wind current conveys a sense of
Jreedom. The fact that It is tethered Is
forgotten In the enjoyment of Its scem-
ingly careiree movement In space.

As a child, artist Richard Smith, like
many others, built kites — cven a
“very ambltlous” dragon kite.

But, Smith, born in Letchworth,

. Hertfordshlre, England In 1931, never

really gave up hls fascination with the
form. As a much lauded, professional
artist, he has been improvising on the
kite theme since 1972,

SEVERAL OF his klte construc-
tlons, essentlally twe dimensional, a
graup of paintings and ctchings are on
display at 1. Irving Feldman Gallerics,

‘8917 Orchard Lake, West Bloomfield,

through June. The pieces of canvas of
the kite theme paintings arc held by
metal struts which frame and secure
the shape, Strings arc left at the cor-

- mners as a kind of histerleal reference.

Several of these arranged so the rec-
tangular shapes overlap and project

Thus, shape and space Influence the
bold patterning of calor as it floats on
the saddle-shaped canvas.

Blocks of celor sometimes recede
and sometimes are thrust forward, but
always there is the illusion of space as
colors Interlock and intersect. The lm-

out to make up a single work.

“The shape ts the first declsion,” said
Smith.

The painting is compatible with the
geometrle configuratlons of the work.
And while there is a dimenslonal quall-
1y to these works in the forms being
overlaid, to Smith they are palntings,
related to banners which he also does
and Jikes, but not partlcularly to sculp~
ture,

Colors which vary from brilllant to
somber, arc always striking and some-
times jarring in thelr unusual combina-
tions as well as the refationships and
the mood which they ereate.

Smith has dene many architectual
instaltations, one of the largest of
which 1s 33 pleces in a vaulted space
for Mobll Corp. of Dallas.

His strictly two-dlmensional palnt-
ings in this exhlbit are done on paper
mounted on eanvas, They are a bulld-
up of many layers of very thin washes
with some suggestlon of the figure
against a grid, all with a sense of mys-
tery about them.

IN ANOTHER gallery are a selec-

- Art fair takes applications

Applicatlons now are avallable for
artlsts interested In the {ifth annual Art
on the Rlver fine arts falr,

The fair wlli be held Aug. 10-11, 1985
at Flint Riverbank Park.

For an appllcation, send a sclf-ad-
dressed, stamped envelope to Art on

the Rlver, 6298 Pinecroft Ct., Flint
48504, Call 733-2778 or 733-0544 for
more Informatlon.

Art on the River is sponsored by the
Flint Downtown Development Authori-
ty through a grant from the C.S. Mott
Foundation/Flint First, Inc./Flint
Parks and Recreation,

ages, too, are illusionary as well as elu-
slve.

GORCIIOY'S TITLES convey thls
sense of ambiguity, an evocation of (m-
agery, the paintings suggestions of
tandscape, places, or ldeas.

“Loggla,” for example, communl-
cates an lllusion of space. By the layer-
Ing of color, {he rounded shapes of the
blues, greens and turquolse suggest a
waterfall, rising and flowlng and punc-
tuated with a startling spray of a
peachy orange.

And yet the title would have the
viewer seek the structural arcade or

tion of ctchings by Smith and his appre-
ciation for that form Is Imediately ob-
vious.

He sald, “I enjoy the printing process
very much, [ relate toit.”

The particular beauty in these in
Smith’s abllity with the minimal, along
with the placement of line and use of
color that Is testament to hls comment,
“I am very sympathetic to a lot of as-
pects of Japanese art.” He, lke the
Japanese, can say and do so much with-
out any evidence of clutter, a single ex-
tra mark of line or color.

platform, or perhaps the open space of
the courtyard.

“Seraglio” ls quieter in color; blues
and grays moving to aqua and pink
with the darkened form of a mysterl-
ous figure on the right.

Here again, Gorchov's title refers to
a Turklsh estate, including the mosque
and harem, but the palnting only sug-
gests, leaving iliuslon to the viewer.

These paintings show a change from
the 1982 “Estate” whercby the canvas
Is covered in brick red with two well-
defined structural shapes of deep gold.
These clongated shapes face the same
dlrectlon and likewlse define the shape

Kites inspire artist’s paintings

They are so clearly concelved and
thought through that the form and Im-
age stay sercne. The kite idea scems
part of all of hls work, clements sus-
pended in space, juxtaposed against a
horlzon line or floating in time.

Smith ls a modest man who docsn’t
find it necessary to loudly proclaim his
success and accomplishments which
are internationally recognized. He now
lives and works In New York City.

The gallery In West Bloomtleld is
open 10 a.m. to § p.m., until 8 p.m.
Thursday.
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of the canvas.

According 1o Paul Webster, of the
gallery staff, Gorchov Is now going
back to a more painterly and cemplex
composltlon assoclated with his work
ona flat canvas.

Ron Gorchov In the '60s and “80s con-
tinues to be at the cutting-edge of col-
ored space. His shaped canvases dem-

Sculpted canvases explode with lavish color

Gorchov's wark hangs in the Museuns
of Modern Art, the Metropolitan Muse-
um of Art, the Whitney Muscum of Art,
ihe Solomon . Guggenheim Museum,
the Everson Muscum of Art in
Syracuse and the Detroit Insitute of
Arts.

“The exhibition continues through
June 22. Susanne Hilberey Gallery is at

595 South Woudward, Hirmingham.
Hours are 11 am. to 30 p.m.. Mon-
day-Saturday.

onstrate how painting can be both
painting and dimenslonal at the same
time.
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2x6 exterior walls and 6" Insulation (11" in ceiling), mainte-
nance free afuminum exterior with aluminum gutters, flue
damper, power humidifler, set-back thermostat, Thermo Break
windows with sereens, steelinsulated exterior doors. Also, other
custom f{eatures include: Carpeting, finished cabinets, double
compariment stainless sink, disposal and much, much more.
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Threa bodrooma, 2% boths, famlty room,
two firoploces, librory, 3 car garage, clrcu-
lar drivo, dock. All aportn take. $180,000.
842.0703

FARMINGTON HILLS - Threo bodroom tris
lovol with private gueat sulte featuring sop-
arato bormler-fros living room, 4th bod-
room, bath. On beautltul revine (ot
$135,000, 553-8700

NOVI (NORTHVILLE MAILING) - Magnifl-
cent French Provinclal Insplred architec-

oom:
baths, 2 hall baihs, oxquisite gourmot
klitehon, superb famity room, 2 firoplaces, 3

R R

FASSICOONSTROCIION CORPORATION
FORINFORMATION/CALL §59,7954 6t 661:2650

car garage. All this on a majesiic 1% acro
motting. Outstanding famlly home.
$134,000, 553-8700
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FARMINGTON HILLS - Historlc Contornlal
Farm House. Over t acro. Completely ro-
modelod and updatod. Country Kitchon, 4
lorgo bodrooms, 2 full baths and 2 half
baths. Orlginal smoke and spring house on
proporty. Hoovily trood, Malntonance lroo
oxtorlor. Attachod 2 car garage. Suporb
condition, $185,000, §53-8700

OPEN SAT, & SUN. 2-5
34041 Ramble Hllla Dr., Farmington Hills
{N. of 11 ML/W. of Farmingion Rd.)
For thase who sook the best ot $236,000,
Large family ludor colonis), Uniquo cov-
ared, arched ontry Iato 3500 squaro toot of
finoly finishod livability. $53-8700

FARMINGTON HILLS - Custom bullt wih
large rooms. Throe bodrooms, 2% boths.
Bonutlful Inground pool. Vacallon ot hame
all_summor. MANY EXTRASI $113,500.
842-0703 .

LLS LIVONIA
0 261-5080

LIVONIA - Country living In tho City. This
charming 3 bedroom, 2 tull bath Ranch I3
In move In condition and is on an extra
largo and beautlilully troed lat, You must
800, $69,500. Call 261-5080.
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NOVI - Charming throe bodraom lown-
house In Country Place, carpoled through-
out und beoutiully docornted. Natural firo-
ptace in living room, epaclous dining aroa,
tinishod basemant, garago. $74,900. Call
261-5080.

Large toyor opans 1o benutiful roar living
room with adjolning dining room. Countsy
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26 1t. tamlly room with flcoplace. Protos-
;I:él;l lsndacoping, $75,800, Colf 281-

[ THOMPSON-BROWN

BIRMINGHAM/BLOOMFIELD
642-0703

o]




