Not enough rough, bemoans ci

By Marly Budnor

stalf wrlter
way.
Way back in February, Unlted
States GoM Assoclation and Oak-
land Hills officials virtually promised
scores at the 85th US. Open to be
played at the majestic Oakland Hills
lSmlllh Coursc would be kept under con-
rol.

, The golfers would not, they contend-
«<d, agaln damage the ‘Monster's’ repu-
tatlon with absurd low scores llke they
carded In the 1979 PGA. They were
hoping for a return to the era when
scores at Qakland Hllls were disap-
polntingly high, flke the 195t Open
when the legendary Ben Hogan
musiered one of just two sub-par
rounds. .

Why were they filled with such bold
premonitions?

Simply because It was scheduled for
mid June.

T WASN'T SUPPOSED {0 be this

Everyone from USGA Executlve DI-

rector of Rules and Competitlons P.J,
Boatwright Jr., to Oakland Hills greens
superintendent Ted Wochrle, to tourna-
ment director Bud Ertckson flgured the
falrway rough would grow Lo at least
four Inches because of Mother Nature's
normal ralny spring lemperament.

But there has been little rain.

The *79 PGA was held In August and
the accompanying dry summer weath-
er resuited In low roughs and fast
greens.

THIS YEAR was to be different. The
high rough and slower greens caused
by the antleipated damp weather was
to have hindered the world's greatest
golfers.

The unusually dry weather has creat-
cd a similar situation to that which ex-
Isted in 1979,

‘When the 156 pros lake to Oakland
Hills starting with practice rounds to-
day they will find a fast course. Con-
seqeuntly, Al Mengert, the host profes-

Golfers rely u

By Doug Funko
stall writer

The golfer pulled @ beat-up ball
out of his pocket as he always did
when he approached the tee of a
water hole that invariably gave him
trouble.

Suddenly, a voice boomed from
the heavens, "Use a netw ball.”

Startled, the golfer looked around
but couldn’t see anyone. But he did
as the voice commanded.

“Now, tee it up,” the voice or-
dered. The golfer complied. “Take a
practice swing,” the voice thund-
ered. He did, “Use the old ball,” the
voice boomed.

Golf routines — superstitions if the
behavior of sameone else is under scru-
tiny start Innocuously cnaugh.
They're spawned by the repetitive, in-
dividuat nature of the game.

Success  breeds  Imitatlon,

Some-

times, though, behavlors transcend log-*

ie and routines take on a life of thelr
owa,

Al Mcngert, club pro at Oakland
Hllls, which this week hosts the 85th
U.S. Open Championship of the Unlted
States Golf Assoclation, says he hates
to play with anything except a ball
fdentlfled by the numeral one. Now Blg
Al knows markings on balls have abso-
lutely no bearing on distance and accu-
racy,

YET MHE stays with the humber one.
“It’s kind of llke belng first in a tourna-
ment,” he said. Mengert acknowlcdges
that he gets annoyed when he has to sift
through more than a hand{ul of pack-
ages for a speclfle numbered ball for a
club member.

Dave Lancer, a medla officlal for the
PGA Tour, admits to a quirk of his
own.

“I use dlmes to mark my bail on the
green,” he sald. “Don’t agk me why. I
started when I was a kld. I always have
three. 1t hasn't brought me any luck,

slonal, reluctantly forecasts record-set-
ting scorcs.

“Right now the rough is weak and
there is no texture to it,” said Mengert,
who himsell kas participated in 29 ma-
Jor champlonships, including nine U.S.

ng,

“I was hoping the rough would have
that fine texture to it by now to keep
the golfers from reachlng the greens,”
he sad. “It just lsn’t up to what we had
hoped because we've had July and Aug-
ust weather In April and May.”

Consequently, Mengert has lowercd
his predicted winning score from 278-

279 Lo 273-274.
“The course i3 [n magnificent shape.
ItIsset up for a Ible record consid-

ering the abliitles of the great players
of today. I hope it doesn’t become a
putting contest,

*1 hope they have to do something
other than just putt. I would llke them
to show the accuracy of their irons. I
would like them to show that this is
true champlonship.

“I've lowered my predlctions,” he
sald. “If the weather i3 calm and the
greens will bold the second shots, there
is a possibility a 72-hole record could
be set. The course Is primed.”

FUZZY ZOELLER, the defending
Open champlon, and his PGA tour
mates are now In town in quest of fume
and glory which accompanles the Open
winner.

Most of the tour's lcadlng money
winners this year will he present.
Curtls Strange, Lanny Wadkins, Calvin

pon lady luck

but I refuse to leave without ‘em.”

Gary Whitener, golf pro at Livonla's
Whispering Witlows and secretary of
the Professional Golf Assoclation of
Milchigan, has seen all kinds durlng hls
years as a ciub pro,

“There deflnltely Is a voutine and you
can sce people do It from the time they
have their coffee, get practice In, head
to the john — so to speak ~ to get ev-
crything together, go to the puttlng
green, then they're ready,” Whitener
sa

id.
Mengert speaks agaln.

“MY DAUGHTER had a frlend who
had to have three pennies in her back
pocket for good luck,” he said, “Maybe
some day, she had a good round,
reached into the pocket for some
change for a Coke and found three pen-
nles,”

Gestures ortglnally adopted subcon-
sclously as routine may be discarded,
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then consciously pulled out of the hat at
cruclal moments to gain a competitive
cdge,

Mengert said he once played against
an opponent In the U.S. Amateur who
snapped hls fingers once before he hit
every putt and twice before every
other shot.

“I think he did it as a disiraction,”
Mengert safd.

“It's funny how you assoclate (Ar-
nold) Palmer with the hitching of his
pants,” Whitener recalled. “That may
have been done to excite the crowd.”

So why does one person always take
three waggles and two practice swings
before finally hitting the ball, while an-
other takes one waggle and three prac-
tlce swings?

Because at one tlme — probably
long ago — that's what happened just
before the launchlng of an excellent
shot. Why tamper with success — untll
things go bad.

Monday, Juno 13, 1985 O&4E
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Pecte, Mark 0'Meara, Corey Pavin and
1685 Masters champ Bernhard Langer
wlll attempt to conquer the sprawling
6,998-yard, par-70 course in record
fashlon.

The key, accordlng to Mengert, will
be to play well on the front nine and be
consistent on the back nine. David
Graham, for instance, won the '79 PGA
onholes 7 and 8,

“I really feel the champlonship s set
up In the early golng and the golfer
protects himself on the back nine,” sald
the 56-year-old Mengert. “You'll sce
the aggressive play on the front nine
and defenslve play on the back nine.
The players will Jose it on the back
nine”

At any rate, Mengert is glad the tour-
nament Is finally here after months ~
even years — of preparatlon,

“It'Is a great thrill to play in the

ub pro

tournament, but it 13 also a great honor
to be a host pro,” ke sald. “It's a fulfill-
ment of a club pro's dream. It's like
being in charge of the Presldent’s Inau-
gural Ball. This is the Super Bowl of
goll.

“It's something we've been pointing |
to for since 1980. Five ycars of prepa- |
ratlon have gone into this. The Sealor \
Open In 1981 was the preview to this.
We held the *78 PGA and many other
major tournaments 80 we're not mald-
ens In It, We're experienced at hosting
this type of tournament.

“This definitely ranks as the world's
greatest tournament — ahead of them
ai),” he sald.

Practice begins today and continues
through Wednesday. The four-day tour-
nament beglns Thursday and concludes
Sunday. I the event of & tie, an 16-hole
playoif wlll take place Monday.
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wright and figure. News of this “Super
Pill™is litcrally sweeping the country. It's
called Amitol and there has never been
anything quite like it before.
“Flushes Calocles

What makes Amitol so thrlling and
unique is its reported ability to flush
catories right out of your body. Amitol is
completely safe, it contains no drugs
whatsoever. Its ingredients ace derived
solely from the Konjac root which grows
prmanily in

Why the
used in Japan for over 1600 years to
produce rapid and natural weight-oss!

Japanese studies verify that Konjac
oot actually prevents fat producing cal-
orics from being absorbed into your
system. They say it does this by
surrounding much of the fats, proteins
and carbohydeates you have caten with a
protective viscous coating which is then
gently flushed out of your system. And
according 1o Japanese tesearch this
produces absolutely amazing results.

And who can disagreel Amitol (al-
though brand mew to this country) is
already being called by many people,”
“the most exciting weight-Joss break-
through of the century.” In fact, every-

New Japanese ‘Super Pill’
Insures Rapid Weight-Loss

No Dleting — Eat All You Want, Pill Boes All The Work

BEVERLY HILLS, CA — An excit-
ing new “all natural” weight-loss
“Super™ Pill developed by the JMA
(Japanese Medical Association) has just
been approved for distribution in the

weight-foss

Company Offers
United States, Reportedly, it can guar- ey
anice that you will lose more than a Ex G "" .
pouad a day without dicting, from the You now can purchase Amitol direct

Fuarantee.

follow the
Right Out
Of Your Body™

and Dyna
back your
guarmntoee &

Northern Japan.

pal
Konjac rooi? It has been * failed you

where there are reports of easy and fast

people (in all walks of life) who are now
stim, trim, and aitmctive again.

from the North American distributor,
amd it comes with an cxisscrtinany

1f you place your order now and then

period of 30 days, you must be com-
pletely satisfied with the dramatic visible
results or just retwrn the emply containes

or cumrent weight level. What could be
better than thatl It's just that simple. I
you've tried to lose weight tefore and

Amitol isavailable, it'seasy and it works
without dieting!

Best of al), ordering Amitol is simple,
fast, and reliable! Simply calt Dyna Labs
Toll Free: (1-800-441-5454) and order
with your creditcard. if you don't have a.
credit card Dyna Labs will also acoept
C.0.D. orders right over the phone! All
onters are shipped immediately by UPS,
which means no detay and no orders lost

in the mail
$19.95—30 day supply, or $35.95—
60day supply. Operators are ing by
and will be glad 1o take your order. You
can order 24 hrs, a day, 7 days 8 week!
Please don't wait to call. You really do
deserve (o be thin!

from formerly overweight

simple instructions for a

Labs will immediately send
entire purchase price. This
ipplics regardless of your age

no longes have an excuse.

Houston, Texas and Honalulu, Hawali, have the high-
st average annual temperatuse in the U.S. {76.1°F.).
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special invitation to you to tour their picturesque Michigan resorl.
Your invitation includes the FREE use of a fully self-

contained molor home including kitchen and bath for you to .
You will stay for one of 1wo nights in the motor home at the

resort which teatures boating, athletic courts, wooded campsites,

hofiday. You are under no obligation to purchase anything

1-800-328-8322 (ext. 187

Made available through The Open Road, Inc.

v

NN b -

nationwide resorls is exiending a

itation to relax and enjoy a unique

limited. For reservation eligibllity,
loll free between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m.
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» No Plumbing required.
« No Assembly required
« Plugs into 120 v. outlet

+ Immediate Delivery from
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« Hi-Lo Jet Action

WAY PLAZA
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