By Shirlos Rosae Idon
staft writer

Roadblocks keep getting in the way
;Ji; little Brandon Welss' struggle for
ife.

Hospltals and laboratories in the
metropolltan Detroit arca and in Lans-
ing were notified last week that blood
tests performed to flnd a possible bone
marrow donor are not covered under
Blue Cross/Bluc Shield of Michigan
contracts.

A bone marrow transplant from a
compatible donar is Brandon's slngle
chance to survive. A victim of aplastle
anemla, a rare lfe-threatening blood
disease, Brandon's disorder means that
his body's production of red nnd white
blood cells and platelets has just about
shut down.
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His Immune systém is damaged,
teaving the Southfleld tot no ammunl-
tion agalnst Infectlon while spontane-
ous bleeding saps his strength, limiting
resistance to viruses or infections.

To date, more than 3,000 volunteers
have been tested in the hope of finding
a donor whose tissues mateh those of
the child.

Brandon's father, Arthur Welss, an
attorney, hus spearheaded a campaign,
both to {ind donors and to find labora-
tories which can do thousands of tests
on possible donors, in time to save his
son.

LAST WEDNESDAY Welss learned
that hospltals had recclved 1
that an estimated $350,000 worth of
claims for completed blood tests won't
be paid. .

“Blue Cross has betrayed us,” Welss
said on Thursday. “Thls IS a reprehensl-
ble act, We've had Bluc Cross assur-
ance of payment all along.”

Welss said as late as June 3 bls insur-
ance people were promised a lelter
conflrming that payment would be
forthcoming. “We are shocked,” he add-
ed. “This declslon couln't have come at
a worse time.”

Brandon, whose condition has been
deteriorating, was in an Ann Arbor hos-
pital for trcatment, his father sald.
“Iie‘skbc!ng transfused, and he’s not so

B

Weiss subsequently assured hospitals
and laboratories that they will be patd
from a non-profit “Life for Brandon”
fund which has been set up.

At the same time, plood test sesslons
have been sct up every Saturday at

T

Blues refuse payment for bone ma

Welss' law office, 30777 Northwestern
Highway, Suite 201, Farmington Hills.
Brandon's parents, Arthur and
Gayle, and sister, Layne, arc not viable
donors for the boy. Because of Bran-
don's genetic background, doctors say
the most likely donor will be of East
European Jewish heritage. Those eligi-
ble and willing to be tested are urged to
volunteer by calllng 855-5688.

“[T'S THE only way we can save our
son,” said Weiss.

Rudy DIFazlo, director of media re-
1atlons at Blue Cross, sald that no deci
sion had been made last week. “We
never have paid for this testing.

“This kind of wholesale screening
|sn't paid for under our contracis.
There never was any coverage.”

According to DiFazlo the testing

rrow blood tests

“porders on research and experimenta-
tlon. The odds I've heard go from one in
10,000 to onc kn 40,000.

“Thls is llke an artificial heart trans-
plant, historically pald for out of re-
scarch revenues. Some hospital offi-
clals have slmply been wrong on this.”

DiFazio added that group health in-
surance contracts are very specliic and
guch testing has never been covered.
“Jt's very speclllc under our contracts
how funds will be dispersed. Actuartal-
1y, that’s how we determine the price of
insurance.

“You just can't start In the middle of
a contract to change how {unds are
dispersed. Companies buy this Insur-
ance which, by it's natare, must be de-

fined.
$10SPITALS which have been doing
the testing up to now include William

Beaumont {n Royal Oak, Harper In De-
trolt and Sparrow In Lansing.

Valerle Mahaczek, o spokeswoman
at Beaumont, sald Friday the hospital
would continue to do the testing for
Brandon and cooperate with the faml-

ly.

“We are calling thosé scheduled to be
tested and wlll test those we feel are
most beneficlal to Brandon,” Mahaczek
sald, "Since Mr. Welss has indicated
there will be funding to cover costs, wo
are going on as usual.”

One of several Southleld labs which
have performed the blood tests is the
Metric Lab in the Northland Medical
Bullding. ’

Laboratory techniclans have volun-
tarily given up their one-hour lunch to
be avallable to serve volunteers for
Brandon, said a Metric spokesperson. -
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cable connection

COMMUNITY ACCESS
PROGRAMMING SCHEDULE
Monday, June 10

© 12 noon — Waterford Oaks Wave Pool.
® 12:30 p.m. — The Artlst In You.
1 p.m. — Inherited Wisdom.
1:30 p.m. — Take 10,
2 p.m. — The Gentle Way. Judo hlstory.
an p.m. — Duel of Knowledge.
3 p.m. — Novi Gala Days.
3:30 p.m. — Mect Mouth.
8 p.m, — Waterford Onks Wave Pool.
:30 p.m. — The Artist in You.
p.m. — Inherited Wisdom,
:30 p.m. — Take 10.
p.m. — The Gentle Way. Judo history.
:30 p.m, — Duel of Knowledge.
p.m. — Novl Gala Days.
:30 pm, — Meet Mouth.
Tuesday, June 11
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& 12 noon — Church of Today “The Sweetness in
You."

o1 pm. — Welcome to My Father’s House.
® 1:30 p.m. — Cablegram.
® 2 p.m. — White Face. Mime show.

Wednesday, June 12

@ 12 noon — Health talks. Fltness conditloning.
Grieving process,

® 12:30 a.m. — Money matters. Dr. Gail Parker.

1 pm. — First Alert.

© 1:15 pm. — Vldeo Priating. Locating abduct-
ed childven.

# 1:30 p.m. — Keeping ln Touch. Exercise is for
seniors.

® 2 pm. — Midweck journal. Hosts: Kathleen
Maher and Mark Robinsen,

@ 2:30 pm, — Kevin Keating and his forever
lightbulb.

® 3 p.m. — Novi Gala Days.
3:30 p.m. — Soclal Security Update.
6 pm. — Health talks. Fitness conditloning.
Gricving process.

® 6:30 p.m. — Money Matters. Dr. Gall Parker.

@ 7p.m. ~ First Alert.

® 7:15 pm. — Video Printing. Locating abduct-
ed childeen.

# 7:30 pm. — Kecplng in Touch. Exerclse Is for

seniors.

® § pm. — Midweck Journal. Hosts: Kathteen
Maher and Mark Robinson. )

. 8:?9 pm, — Kevin Keatlog nnﬂ‘hls forever

@ 2:15 pm. — Image is and Po-
p.m. — Health Com - Health {food.
.m, — Due Process. Criminal justlce.
* 3:30 p.m. — Governot’s Report. Drawing for-
efgn business to Michigan,

L]

8 pm. — Church of Today “The Sweetness In

You
7 p.m. — Welcome to My Father’s House,

® 7:30 p.m. — Cablegram.

© § p.m. — White Face. Mime show.

8:15 p.m. — Image s entertalnment and poet-

i ‘o 8:30 p.m. — Health Com ~ Health Food.
® 9 p.m. — Due Process. Criminal justice. |
@ 9:30 p.m. — Governor's Report. Drawing for-
elgn business to Mlchigan. -

-

@ 9 p.m. — Noy! Gala Days. |
& 9:30 p.m. — Soclal Securlty Updalfh

Thursday, June 13

12 noon — Community Upbeat.
12:30 p.m, — Take 10. l
1 p.m. — Fitness Fover. .
1:45 p.m. — Healthy Houseplants. |

® 2 p.m. — Michigan Ballet Presents.

® $p.m. — LifeStyles. 1

® § p.m. — Community Upbeat.

® 6:30 p.m, — Take 10,

@ 7 p.m. — Cooking with Class, Lean lasagoa.

® 7:30 p.m. — Shores of Your Mind. Live call in
show with Dlasa St. Clalr.

JUNE
AUCTION

Friday, June 14,

Including:

TRIDAY: Royal Doulton figurines SATURDAY:

igh styte furnishings 2nd decorations
Bronze sculpture

Part of a superb offering:
smm. pearl bracelet, platinum
und dismond clasp; cs. 6 ct.
total, and a David Webb
platinum set ting, 3 pesr
diamonds ca. 3 ct. each and 1
emerald ca. 2 ct., superb color
and clarity, .

D.H, Chiparus Arc Deco d'ore
and silver bronze and ivory
sculpeure, 1448” x 1717

<00 P.M. Saturday, June 15, 11:00 A.M.,, Sunday, June 16, at Noon
Special Preview begins June 7, through the sale dates, 10-5 P.M., Wed,, June 17, 109 P.M.

Call or write for a free brochure. Tlustrated, descriptive catalogues, postpaid *10.00.
*e+Complimentary Valet Parking all Three Auction Days***

Bochm and Kaiser porcelain figures
American clocks

Gans
Paperweights -gel]«;k, Dresden, Royal Copenhagen,
ceaben
SUNDAY: Fine Estate Jewelry Fine and Antique furniture
Oriental rugs gliﬁnﬂ.!;]
ollectibles

Paintings, graphics and watercolors: Adams, Dehaven, Fashka, Fernadez, Feteanti, Graves, Hollyer,
Istaels, Leslic, Osthaus, Van Bommel, Wallace, Wardleworth, Wiggins and more.
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Secerenn

400 East Jetlerson Ave.,
Mich

/ (213) 9830258 . .
Larwrence F. DuMouchelia Emest J. DuMouchette Joan O, Walker
Fine Arts, Antiques and and ince 1937 R
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