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The 4-year-olds who wind up thelr
school season at Alameda Early Child-
hood Center this month will leave with
their class picture, a memento of pre-
school days that includes 17-year-old
Jim Lalrd. The Farmington High
School junior’s picture is much more
1ikely to appear on the sports pages.

But Laird was deflnitely one of the
class, flrst an observer, then a teach-
er's ald, and then somewhat akin to a
big brother to the tots because he was
the only male adult that made regular
vialts to the school through the season.

“He hes been a,blessing to us,” said
Barh Tangora, who teaches one of the
several preschool classes in the school.

"SOME OF thesc children don't
have fathers at home, Not too many 4-
year-olds have teen-aged brothers and
there's not much chance of any of them
:having male baby sltters, He had our
“students dribbling basketballs the first
‘week he was here and with his sports
background attempted a great many
-more vigorous exerelscs than I would

“ have attempted.

“I spotted Jim the first day he was
here to ubserve, and It was a happy day
when I learned we were going to be
working together.”

© LAIRD WAS one of about 25 teens
{rom throughout the school district who
,had completed a child development
‘clags, which Included observing pre-
~schoolers in action In both private nnd

- public achools here.
- From that point the teens can opt for
o work-study course which gives them
.school credit whilo they assist pre-
+ 8chool teachers in the classroom on a

Zregular baats,
Ann Sutachek, based In F

Farmington 1884, vies for the M s Michi-
gan title in Muskegon this weok with about 30 conten:
throughout the state. The 20-year-old [s a membor of Meadow
Brook Estate, a aclect group of alngors at Osktand Unlversity.

s from

IT 1S Sutschek’s job to match up the
teacher, who is agreeable to taking on
a teen asslstant, to the student, who is
more Lkely than not walng that experi-
cnce as & testing period toward a possl-
ble carcer.

Her fecllngs about the program are
that “the teens learn fast if that is the

career they want.”
Laird's feelings were summed up
when he said, “I never gave any

thoughts at ail to becoming a teacher.
Now it's something to think about.”
He's thought about it enough to know
that he's going to continue on with the
work-study program while he's In his
senlor year of high schoal, and he's also
thought about it enough to know he's
golng to request working with young.

" sters who are physically handleapped.

“Whether he uses this ence
professionally or not, the one sure thing
that will come out of it s that he is
going to be one exceptionally good fa-
ther,” Sutschek sald,

ALL OF THE tcens in the work-
study program spend a specified num-
ber of alternoon hours with thelr pre-
school charges that must add up to 80
hours of participation to recelve credit,

One afternoon a week is spent in
class with Sutschek,

“It's a timo for comparing notes,”
Lalrd said. “Everyone has a dally jour-
nal, & report of what's happened during
the weck, and it includes all of the
pmhlcms. all of the fokes, all the hu-
morous and all of the sad things, tha
whole bustness, Sometimes we can help
one another cut, or glve suggestions on
how to handle a problem. Somectimes
we trade Ideas.”

MEANTIME, THERE are constant
critiques, from the teacher the teen Is
assisting and from Suischek, who
makes perlndlc. always unannounced,
vislta to th to observe the

. High School, bas the pro-

bctwnen t.ho tots and the

“gram.for 15 years in ali three publlc

high schools, and this year bad her flrst
male student sign up for the work-
) study program.

teachers' aldes,

“If my program doesn't do anything
elsa it gives these students a tremen-
dous amount of responsibllity and a

Going for the crown

Miss Michigan Pageant activities under way

By Lorsine McClish
stalt writar

Mary Chris Porter is in Muskcgon
this week amid the swirl of actlvitles
that lead up to the crowning of Miss
Michlgan Saturday night.

The 20-year-old Qakland University
freshman, who won the title of Miss
Farmington In the pageant here last
July, represents the two cities in the
Miss Michigan Pageant that leads the
way to Mlss America.

Int the talent portlon of the competi-
tion, the category that constitutes 50
percent of the judges’ polnts, Porter
wil sing” her “Parade Medley,” the
same medley she put together that
brought her home-town audience to its
feet when she won the Mliss Farming-
ton crown,

She hasn’t spent a lot of time
rehearsing the three songs that make
up the medley, “I Love a Parade,” “Be-
fore the Parade Passes By” and “Don't
Rain on My Parade,”” because she Is
singing literally every morning, noon
and night.

Porter began performing publicly
when she was a student at St. Fabtan
Elementary School, Performances con-

through her North Farmington
High School days, then extended to
touring shows with Fred Warlng's “The
Blenders."

Last year she earped her musle ser-
vice scholarship by singlng with
“Meadow Brook Estate.” And up until
the day she left for Muskegon, she was
singing from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. in South-
ficld Holiday Inn's lounge,

“THERE WERE rchearsals sched-
uled every day, on top of speeial show
rehearsals on top of rehearsals for ma-

Jor productions on campus,” Porter
sald of her performances with Meadow
Brook Estate, a select group of the unl-
versity's slngers.

In addition to that schedule, and
travellng through the state for Meadow
Brook Estate productions, Porter
wound up her freshman year with a
commendation from the dean for her
academle work [n computer science.

While she's juggled all this auccess-
fully in the past, she plans to juggle a
carcer that will include both her com-
puter sclence and singing.

“Singing has certainly made it possl-
ble for me to get my academic degree.
Maybe the computer sclence will back
me up 50 I can continue on with my
singlng,” she sald,

Porter has an alto voice of wide
range that s both unusual and dstinct,
and rather startling in its power for
one 80 slight of build, It won the 5-foot-
4-inch tall, brown-haired and blue-eycd
singer “The Most Talented Student”
award while she was in North Farm-
ington High, the “Best Talent Award”
In the Mlss Farmington Pageant and a
long string of auditions,

Pageant-goers here wllt hear Por-
ter's “Parade Medley” July 17, the
night she turns over her Mlss Farming-
ton crown to the young woman named
Miss Farmlington 1985,

THE MISS Farmington Pageant, a3
all other local pageants, are patterned
as much as possible after the Miss
Michigan Pageant, and In turn the Miss
America Pageant.

“There won't be too many surprises.
We all know pretty much what {o ex-
pect. It lessens the tenslon that way be-
cause we've all gone through this be-
fore,” Porter sald.

Teachers’ aides
Teens extend child development classes with on-the-jo

Jim Laled assiats Megan Monti with hor craft profect for the dny.'

tremendous amount of well being,”
Sutachek sald.

“They are working with someone
¢lse's children, being evaluated by pro-
{esslonals, facing parents with ques-
tions, while at the same tlme creating,
designing and organizing what are very
often new Ideas, new methods, new ac-

ono of many assists he's called on to glve as a teachar's alde in
Alameda Early Childhood Center. Lalrd is one of about 25 high

tivities for these children.
“J ean watch them mature from one
week to another.”

THE TEENS are well prepared be-
fore taking on tho job as a teacher’a
ajde. Tangora called the preparation
“yery simllar to a college methods

Retiree recalls a country bank with

Dorothy Smith worked right up lo
elosln(umnonmadxyo!herreﬂm
mwt uur 44 years In the same loca-
:ton, In the bank that is now the Farm-
[nmon Branch of Natlonal Bank of De-
< froit (NBD).

: Tom Oren, from the bank's hud~

quarters, sald working In the same
to-

branch was uousual for

But Smith thlnka of her stay in down-

zilnst'nf them want to move

around,
ke to move around, just to see what
the other branches are dolng and how

they’re operating,” Oren sald.

"l p in Mo:d " she sald.
“But my, m.her bad his business In
Farmington. My mother helped him In
the garage rcpalr and gas statlon he
owned before It was popular for ladles

to pump gas, and [ just came to know
the merchants in the downtown Farm-
Inxtan area better than the ones where

"l‘\m alwayn had a kinship for Farm-
Ington and {eel I grew up with these
peoplo and felt fortunata that I could

Rules and judges' polnts for the
pageants are the same, on all levels.

Contenders vie in talent, evening
gown and swimsuit appearances, their
knowledge of cwrrent events and In
personal Interview categories.

The exception s the time Jeadlng up
to pageant night.

At the local level pageant directors
and their committees spend up to four
weeks In rehearsals with the contend-
ers who arc also offered a schedule of
workshops on such things as grooming,
makeup, poise, how to walk, what best
to wear,

At the state level, Porter sald her
achedule showed a little bit of pleasure,
“a picnlc, a ride on a yacht, just fun
things” was belng mixed In with the
business of rehearsals and some of the
preliminary judging.

Farmington and Farmington Hills
wlil be represented on several counts
during the Mlss Michlgan Pageant.

In addition to Miss Farmington, Dor-

Lamarra, Miss Farmington 1977, is
dolng the choreography for the song
and dance the Miss Michigan contend-
ers will be performing pageant night.
And violinist Kelly Garver, Miss Farm-
ington 1981, will be one of the pageant
night performers,

THERE IS atill time for young wom-
en to enter the Milss Fammin,
Pageant this year, staged lndlummlly
as the offlclal openlng of d

tval festivitles in Viadimir's restau-

ran/

Deadline date to apply is Saturday,
June 15. Applications will be sent on
request by calling pageant director Pat
Fallon, 271-1221, during regular busl-
ness hours, or 842-2900 evenings,

Rorxanne D'Ascenzo, Mlss Farming-
ton 1983, and most recently winnerof &
Michigan audition to appear on “Dance
Fever,” will do the choreography for
the Miss Farmington contenders® musi-
cal openlng number on pageant night.

D’Ascenzo s one of the former Misy
Farmingtons who are always called
back to either perform, work on a com-
mittee of thelr expertise, or assist the
newcomera with suggestions on how
best to win the local competition.

When Porter crowns the new Miss
Farmington she will simultaneously be
celebrating ber 21st blrthday and ber
end of the year as title holder,

Whatever happens meantime In
Muskegon, she will cootinue on with
general education requirement courses
in summer classes at Oakland Commu-
plty College, and be sloging evenlogs
and wi ds in l.\nalng's Playboy
Club through the summs

Immedlately after Pon.er turns aver
her crown, Miss Farmington 1985, with
title, erown, banrer and the roses of
victory, will make her first official
puhllc appearance in a motoreade from

Viadlmir's west down Grand River to
be introduced to festival-goers in

Center.
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O training

achool students [n the district who worked with pr'uchoo.len}hll
apring as a part of thelr child development courss.

teaching course” that is req
fore they are eligible to volunteer.

They are not pald, and they must fur-
nish their own transportation.

ulred be-

Laird’s work with y

on hia first fob a3 camp counsclor for a
group of fourth graders from

Elementary School who spent some
time at Proud Lake.

tends to an nllcn-whool jobas mplm
for at least four Little League Baseball
games a weck, and last month he took

he does
work for Great Lakes Pool Plaster, a
swimming poo! malntalnance firm “to
koq: In shape for football,” he sald.

5 employees

stay here."
When Smith graduated from mdc

to Farmington, Plymouth
,ville high schools. She was assigned to
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