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Parenting advocacy is new issue for Junior League

By Ellen E, Mason

speclal wrlter
HE UNITED STATES is the
only major Industrialized
country In the world without
a national pollcy covering
maternity or patcrnal leaves of ab-
sence from jobs, a recent report by the
Associatien of Junlor Leagues con-

cludes.

So the Junior League, once synony-
mous with non-controversial velunteer-
ism, has moved from a forum for dis-

cussion of the issue to ad

for ex-
panded parental leave policics in the
U.S. League offlcers discussed this ad-
vocacy recently in a Detroit gathering
for League lcaders rcpresenting a
membership In the US,, Canadn and
Mexleo.

The stance comes at a time when
mare than half of the Leagues' 160,000
members work outside the home and
virtually all are chlld-bearing age.

Sally Orr, director of public policy
for the Assoclation of Junlor Leagues,
sald the League became involved in the

parental leave questlon be-
cause it Is an emerging nattonal lssue.
“The Ume is right, and we have
cenough background,” Orr said.

THE LEAGUE'S report, presented at
Its recent annual meeting in Detrolt,
sald that, “Employees should bave the
right to pald job-protected leave with
continuation of existing health benefits

dls-

clect a job-protecied leave of absence
for parentlng.”

The latter pollcy would encompass
men, mothers who wish to extend thelr
maternity leaves and parents of pewly
adopted children, Orr said,

“The issue of parental leave has be-
come a ‘hot’ topic,” the report states.
And Orr concedes that more lberal
parental-leave policles would have na-

for 3]

abllities including these that are preg-
nancy and childbirth related and em-
ployees should further have the right to

tional social and cultural
ramiflcations.

‘The irony of this policy position for
Junfor Leaguers, the organization's of-

Many benefits for many people

Gardening has many benelits for
many people. As I mentloned briefly
last week, I recently had a leisurely
tour of Camp Oakland near Oxford.

The director, David E. Ballenberger,
a dedicated young man, has his {inger
on the pulse of young teen-agers who
need help to meet the world outslde.

These young people are assisted In
many ways by compassionate lnstruc-
tors [n and a out-
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selves, as well, This flne setting with

door program on rolllng farm land
with lakes and acres of cvergreens
planted many years ago for future pro-
duetion.

There [ a summer camp which chll-
dren of all ages can attend and the
mothers have a dormitory close by for
a change of responsibllities for them-

is a tribute to the Lafer fam-
{ly who gave it, and the staff which is
dedicated to helping young people, The
frultful lessons and the appreclation of
the beauty of nature are a plus for the
young people.

You might think that this report
about Camp Oakland Is coming in my
columa at a tlme when I should be

Student council leaders
to meet in conference

J.B. Hildebrand of Farmington Hills
is onc of 1,300 student councli leaders
and faculty advisers who will attend
the 40th Natlonal Confcrence of the
Natlonal Assoclation of Studeat Coun-
clis {NASC) Junc 23-27, in Bethel Park,
Pa.

With the theme of “Lead The

Hildebrand, one of 39 Michlgan resi-
dents attendlng the conference, hag
been active in student activities for 25
years and serves as NASC state execu-

wrlting excluslvely about you planting
in your garden.

BUT YEARS of Intensive study of
hortlculture in a profesalon of rehablll-
tatlon has taught me that belng close to
nature has o way of leveling off the
dally trials that you and I experience ln
a sophistlcated soclety.

As my patlents throngh the years
have gone down the read of gardening,
they acknowledge that digging in the
soll has 2 way of lroning out troubles.

Thls cycle of May 13 an excellent
time to change color schemes in vari-
ous parts of your flower garden and to
try new plants.

For Instance, I saw a beautiful bor-
der of gray-green leaves on a low la-
vender hedge. The gray-green leaves

tive secrctary, He has been chaleman
of the Associatlon of Second-
ary School Princlpals’ Student Leader- | March of Dimes
ship C for 10 years. — R AT RO O

Keystone of Unity," the conference
program wil! prescnt workshop ses-
sions on leadership skills, effective stu-
dent government projects, and student
actlvity program development, Dele-
gates represcatlng every state, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, U.S. territories and
neighboring countries will discuss so-
clal, educatlonal and political issues,
and exchange ideas.

NASC is sponsored by the National
Assoclation of Secondary School Prin.
cipals (NASSP), a 34,000-membet pro-
{esslonal educational association based
in Reston, Va.
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made the color of annuals and perennt-
als ln the flower bed more notleeable.
If you have a small arca which seems
to need a color accent, you could plant
a geranium to direct the eye. With “the
style” now to group annuals for color
aceent, you cas do this with pansies,
astors, begonlas, the list Is endless, for
a grouplng of flowers for a striking col-
or dispiay.

THIS 1S an !deal time to visit the ex-
tenslve gardens of Cranbrook for new
fdeas, The auxillary provides guided
tours with lenders tralned to answer
questions. Groups can make an ap-
polntment and ask for a gulde or you
can go yourself and wander through the
grounds and study the evergreens,
trees, shrubs and annuals which pro-
vide a sea of eolor.

Very few Jocatlons In the United
States have such a treat for garden lov-
ers and those who appreciate beauty.
There 13 a minlmum charge which is
used to buy fresh plants of all kinds,

Remember that an appreclation of
gardens Is a growlng experience and
one of the best teachers Is observing
areas of beauty as expressed by others.
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flcers acknowledge, is that most of its
1 b tented

insurance to employces must wvér
an

come from busl.
famllles who manage or own many of
the major companies and corporations
In the US. Thls also glves League
members unique access o top-level
employers and exccutives.

The effect of the report will socn be
feit In Blrmingham and Bloomflcld
HHlls where League members have be-
gun looklng for ways to implement the
report's suggestlons.

Dottle Pfaff, president of the Blr-
mingham Junlor League, said the re-
port has far-reaching Implicatlons for
the local chapter because many Junlor
League members bere are in declslon-
making positions or are related to peo-
ple in declsion-making positions in ma-
jor local, national and International
companles.

“Famllles and youth have always
been a priority arca for the Blrming-
ham Junior League,” Pfaff sald.

SHE SAID her group whl begin wide-

ly distributing the report, wlll work -

with groups in Washington for passage
of legislation, and wilt act as a re-
source to groups and companies want-
ing Information on maternity and
parental Jeave policies and positions
and the experiences of various corpora-
tions throughout the U.S.

At present the Pregnancy Discriml-
natlon Act of 1978 states that employ-
ers who provide temporary dlsability

pregr d childbisth as any other
dlsability, The act only applies to em-
ployers with more than 14 employess
but does oot require that an employer
provide disabifity Insurance, Pfaff-said.
About 45 percent of working women in
the U.S. today are covered by the act.

Additionally, the League polnts-out,
no polley cxists to encourage fathers to
take & leave of absence. Implicit in that
statement s that fathers should be exn-
couraged — by national polley — to
take such leaves, .

“If women get speclal treatment, we
have discriminalion all over agaln,”
Orr sald. “Being a parent is a apecial
thing." o

Orr believes that it is important that
such leaves be pald and to protect the
worker’'s right to return to the job,

“Otherwise it becomes kind of & Yup-
ple bill,” Ms. Orr said, “because low-
income or low-senlority cmployees
can't afford to take advantage of it.”
When people first hear about pater-
nity leave the tendency s to focus on
the negatives of the idea, Orr sald,

“But many companies, lke City
‘Bank of New York, are baving good ex-
periences with the policy and doing
creatlve things, They put money into
tralning employees and can offer this
as part of a beneflta package; and they
see it's to their advantage,” she said.
“It fsn't the porm, but it's coming.”
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