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when all is said . . .

Corinne Abatt

start i

N THE American’school curricu-
lum, the arts have tr

been Jast to show, first to go.

When the budget slumped,
arts were dumped. The *Irills” ration-
ale for this action was the rallylng cry
of macho, no-nonsense types who tout-
od the importance of the three “Rs” as
vitel to the student’s and natlon’s fu-
ture above all else.

How could we compete in space with
the Russlans if our kids couldn't pass
Story Preblems III or read Instructions
on how to put a K mart bookcase to-
gether? How could we meet and solve
problems in the future wlhout the three
“R's?"

I don't Intend to question that, even
though I am an algebra 1l drop-out.
What I do want to point out here is the
elemental importance of art in our
lives, starting in kindergarten or be-
fore, and continuing on ad Inflnltum.

Art, in the hands of good teachers, is
problem solving, declslon maklng,
awareness and option bullding that ear-
rics over into.cvery facet of adult life,
The child learns quickly that there Is no
one way to solve a problem, no strict
right or wrong.

IN ART classes, oplnlons are encour-
aged, a child can express his feelings
through hls work and about it. He can
say, *I like this, but 1 don't like th:nl"
without fear-of rec

{d y 8T
composers, writers
and inventors all solve
puzzies with an
unknown number of
pleces o make a
picture that has never
been seen before.

need a broad understanding of wlde va-
riety of technical sklils,

Natjonally and locally the champlons
of art education in the schools are
growlng stronger.

A nattonal confercnee convened by
the Alliance of Independent Colleges of
Art in cooperatlon with the President’s
Commlttee for the Arts and the
Humanitles was held at the Aspen In-
stitute Wye Plantatlon, Md. last No-
vember wlth sculptor Louise Nevelson
as honorary chalrman,

CENTER for Creative Studles - Col-
lege of Art and Desigo held a sateilite
conference In support of visual aris ed-
ucatlon eatlier this month.

As ane of the =pcake'r: in the tight,

kind of sccurlty serves well :ls he
comes to grips with the temptations of
1ife later on.

A tree can be green or blue or plnk
or arange. A car doesn't always have
four wheels, a plane can be shaped llke
a gull, a kite, a bee or a plece of flying
debris, A chair can take a myriad of
forms. Houses can be bulit In cliffs, un-
der the sea, on deserts and in outer
space.

And with this kind of early tralning,
we nucture our creatlve thinkers —
product designers In {lelds as diverse
as furniture and textiles to automo-
biles, aerospace and toothpaste con-
tajners.

SCULPTORS, ARCHITECTS, com-
posers, writers and Inventors all solve
puzzles with an unknown number of
pleces to make a pleture that has never
been seen before.

Art fosters the awarcness and appll-
catlon of knowledge from one dlscl-
pline to another. Mathematics is an In-
tegral part of the weaver's art and
chemistry relates closely {o ceramles
and photography. Product desigoery

ey o

indumal designer Walter B, Ford
spoke of the demand for Industrial de-
signers which iz far greater than the
supply. Ford Is also chalrman of the
board of Center for Creatlve Studies
and chalrman/chlef executive officer,
Ford and Ear) Design, .

Colln Clipson, director, Architecture
and Planning, Research ubornmry,

Univerity of Michigan, sald, “Arts o[ .

1a all about
needs of soclety into visual things,” nnd
sharing a favorite quote sald, “The de-
signer shapes the planet for belter or
worse.”

JEROME GROVE, CCS president,
said the effort in Michigan to cstabllsh
a statewlde, arts advocncy program,
will continue with thls meeting as the
{lrst in a project called BASIC (Basic
Arts Support In the Curriculum).

‘The arts are our mental and physical
survival — whether applied to how to
serve an attractive budget meal, moke
a painting or a sculpture, plant a gar-
den, decorate a room with no money,
build a tool shed or deslgn space cap-
sule to circle Mars,

..__-.___..,_,.‘.

The living room of a Truy homu. dono by Interior dalignur 8heldon
Scott, with peach walis and carpeting gives tho visitor a refrosh-

actual footage.

i The angled dining room table actually scems to add space. The
i{ bay window is now, and It, toco, oxpanda tho space beyond tho

Staff photos by Jerry Zolynsky

ing, bright feeling. Tho butfel, formorly. in the dining room, has
been recycled to do doublo duty In thoe living reom.

[t’'s a peacnh
of a design

By Carinna Abait
staff wrlter

Like the frult, the color peach can
be rich and Juscfous or a trifle boring.
Interior designer Sheldon Scott of
Blrmingham knows how to use peach
80 it's exclting and Interesting.

He d the house of a client and
friend in Troy. Since Scott and hla cll-
ents lked the parsons dining room
table and chairs which they had cho-
scn more than 10 years ago, they kept
It as well as a large bookcase In the
lving room,

Dining room chairs were recovered
and the buffet In the dinlng room was
moved to the living room to do double
duty as a table and atorage arca.

CARPETING AND walls arc in-
deed a succulent peach. The new cane
strapped in lenther love seats [n the
living room are covered In a polished
cotton by Stroheim, an abatract, pas-
tel print In peach, salmon, pink, tur-
quoise, sage n and Ulze. The
cushlon style is soft, all have the new,
rolllng, pully look.

The same fabric i3 used for the one
inch pleated Roman shades at the
mock bay window in the living room
and the uew bay window in the dining

room. The polished cotton print ls
also on the window wall in the dining
room.

DINING ROOM chairs and the
stool in the llving room are covered In
a solt, peach background, multi-pas-
tel chenllle strinte by Strobeim. The
table, on the dlagonal, actually cre-
ates more seating than would be pos-
sible wlith a more traditional place-
ment, plus It opens up the corners and
glves a fresh took to the room for the
famlly who use it a tot.

All'of the pastels, In more intense
shades are repeated [n the large ar-
rangement of silk flowers at the en-
trance to the living room. The more
intense shades are also in the lorge
Chinese porcelain bowl on the dining
room table, flanked by fat, brass can-
dlesticks and In the base of the Chi-
nese porcelain lamp In the living
room, accented by an arrangement of
brass candlestlcks.

SCOTT DESIGNED the waterfall
coffee table in the living room of for-
mica in a stristed bamboo look as
well as a higher companion water{all
table in the entry with two matching
benches underneath, so easlly moved
Into the llving room for extra seating.

The sophlsticated colors In the up-
hotstery fabric, the way they are re-
peated and pleked up in the accesso-
tles and used for the Roman shades,
plus the warm accents in brass, in-
cluding wall sconces, glve these
rooms a friendly face.

By Llu Bimon
spoclal writer

Seated Inconspleuously among chattering atu-
dents and flylng human masses in colored leo-
tards, Jessica Slnelalr, director of dance at the
Kingswood/Cranbrook Schools, waits patiently
for a group of students to takv thelr places on
the stage,

‘The inside of the Cranhrook Performing Arts
Ceater looks llke the set for a filming of the
televislon show Fame. There a comfortable
c;ambiandou of teen-age excliement and confu-
sion.

"Above it all, one hears from every corner of
the room, calls and questions directed to Sine-
Inir, The students nonchalantly call out, Jess,
Jesslea, or Jessle, and Sinclair awiftly returns
firm, supportlve responses in every tion.

After 18 years of teaching at Klngswood/
Cranbrook Schools, Sinclair's learned philosphy
of teaching 18, “To search for bonuty i3 moves
ment, because, for dance {o be powerfs
to come from a very xmnlne place inside.

8ho explalned, “Thi g]lrywdulagﬂ
students to foel nomloruble moving first, then I
try to give them a creatlve experience.”

SINCLAIR cncourages & partrayal of what's

Three dancers seen In Kingswood per-

formances this year, ‘Adam

.lHuu_

Inside the dancer, the way they feel, and who

they are,

"Dance can be entertalning, but it's an ert,
and that’s the way I teach it,” Slnclalr continued,
*“I'm not a danco tralner, I'm a cher.
My goalis to glvo as many students u poulble a
chance to dan

Fcnmtcly. cvcry school year, dance stu-
dents have the chance to perform regularly be-
fore the public, Frequent appearances and con-
tact with the public are of great importance to
ke ndvanced dance program,

THE STUDENT company, known aa The
Kingswood/Cranbrook Dancers, appears locally
at churches, shopping malls, muaic and dance
{festivals and in a variety of ‘schoal concerts. In
the Iast several years, thelr success has become
interzational.

This summer, Slnclalr and six dancers will
travel to Gmunden, Austria, to participato In tho
1885 Traunsee International Musle Festival It
is tho third consecutlva year the Kingswood/
Cranbrook Dancers have been Invited to per-
form. The prestigions Traunsce Festival fea-
tures talented music and dance groups from
North Amnrlun and

E‘re&u exposure belps students with neces-

ls such as projection and in I
how to connect with an sudience, Slnchlr sald,
The experience of perf

orming des young
. dn:;o enthuslasts with an optimal outlet for

JIll Foronda snd Amy Kelly, give a sam-
plo of Jessica Sinclalr choreography.

Ploase tum to Page 3

'l'm not a dance trﬂlnw. l'm 8
dance teacher. My goal Is to glva
as many students as possible a
chance to dance.’

— Jesslca Sinclalr
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