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Graham stole '79 show
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18, with only a bogey al 14 marring his
perforenance, His 67 lifted him to 287 and
a two-siroke win aver Claylon Heafner.
Hogan would win the Open again in
1953, giving him four 1itles in six years,

1561 U.S. OPEN

By the time the Open made lts fourth
appearance at Oakland HUs, new names
and new favorites had joined the tour. Ho-
gan, the man who tamed the Monster in
1951, played, but for the first time since
1940 he falled to finish among the Open's
iop 10.

Everyone's faverite for the tournament
was golf's holtest sensation — Arnold
Palmer. Palmer had thrilled enthusiasts
in the 1960 Open at Cherry Hills by charg-
ing from seven strokes behind in the final
round to victory.

But at Qakland Hills Palmer was never
a factor after starting with rounds of 74
and 75, which left him 10 strokes behind
{he leaders. Doug Sanders had a 137 and
was tied with Bob Rosberg for the lead.
Rul the drama was just starting to unfold.

After 54 holes, Sanders still clung to the
lead with 210, but 13 others were within
five strokes, One was Gene Littler at 213,

Hogan and Palmer {inished tied for
14th, Jack Nicklaus, playing as an ama-
teur, tied for fourth with a 284.

1972 PGA

South African Gary Player missed his
family very much and wanted 1o abandon
the tour for a trip home, but not before the
PGA. The reason was simple: Player liked
Oakland Hills. At the 1961 Open he {in-
ished ninth, and in 1964 he shot 281 at the
Carling World Open to place third.

Again, the course would not allow a run-

away victory. After two rounds, Jerry
Heard’s one-under-par 139 was best, but
nine others — including Player — were
within three strakes.

After opening with a pair of 71s, Player
shot himself into the lead with a 67 In
round three, He bogeyed holes nine and 18,
but hit five blrdies, four on putts of 25 feet
or better. Hls 209 put hlm onc stroke
ahead of Bil) Casper, but the title was still
up for grabs with slx golfers bunched
within four shots of the lead.

Alter his third round, Player said the
tout t wouldn't be declded untll the
final nine holes. He made his prophesy ac-
curate by bogeying three of the first four
holes. Seven players either led or shared
the lead on the front nine, but aver the
back nine it narrowed to a duel between
Player and Jim Jamieson.

A birdic at 12 and Player’s bageys at 14
and 15 gave Jamieson a two-shot lead, but
it didn’t last. At 16, he missed an cight-
foot putt for par, and fellowed that with
two more bogeys to play himsel{ out of
contention. Player birdied 16 and parred
17 and 18 to win the title by two shots with
a 281,

The PGA \itle was Player's second. His
first, in 1962, carned him $18,000. The
popularity of pro golf was evident in the
incrcase in prize money. Player's 1972
champicnship earned him $45,000.

1979 PGA

Untll thls major tournament, no pro had
been able to beat Oakland Hills, Three
times, scores of 281 — one over par -~
were winners. That was not the case this
time.

Rain softencd the course and slowed the
greens, and the rough wasn't nearly as
ireacherous, What would result was evi-
dent {rom the first round: 15 players breke

par and 10 others tied it.

Although scores plummeted on the raln-
soaked caurse, the drama didn’t diminish,
Indeed, the tournament was extended to
75 holes for Ben Crenshaw and Davld
Graham after Graham, on the 18th hole,
hit two poor shiots and double-bogeyed, al-
lowing Crenshaw to tic him at 272 and
force a playoff.

But Graham didn’t self-destruct. In fact,
he rallied with a 25-foot par putt that

tched Crenshaw’s two-foat effort on the
tirst extra hole.

Crenshaw again narrowly missed the
victory when an cagle cifort missed by
two inches. He had an easy hirdie, but
Graham rolled In a 10-footer of his own to
stay even.

Crenshaw's victory chance went awry
on the third extea hole, a 202-yard par-
three. He hit hls tee shat into a bunker,
blasted out to wlithin 15 feet, but missed
his par putt. Graham's tee shot sailed to
within cight feet of the cup, He hit his first
putt for a birdic, and the victary.

Graham's win was his first in a major
tournament. After three rounds, nine play-
ers were under par and had a chance at
victory. Rex Caldwell's 203 was tops, with
Crenshaw two strokes back and Graham
within four. Midway through the final
round, those three were the only encs with
a chance for viciory.

One stroke separated the trio with nine
holes left. Crenshaw led at elght under.
Caldwell dropped out of the chase with a
bogey at 18, ending the day with a 71 and
finishing at 274, two shots back.

Crenshaw had a brilllant final-round 67.
That won for Hogan in 1951, but it wasn't
good enough this time. Grabam flred a 65
and, except for his near-disaster at 18,
was flawless.

\.

(BL3) 353-7700

\

-‘((oQ\&m\ v

YOUR
HOME
AWAY
FROM

HOME...

26555 Telegraph Road

_/

\;'" S
’></

reesem————-

('S\

axplres 6/22/85

All Imported
Food ltems
axplres 6/22/85

4 prices for clubs &
churches!

Birmingbham

540-3575

10% OFF

A Ask about our special

IN BUSINESS
OVER 30 YEARS

Redtord
) Hamlilon Rd, 25588 [lva Aty Ad.

cAckroyds

| m e —— e - ——— - = -

8 Shortbread (doz. paks onty) :

53.19.. |4

Shepherd Pies :

for $1.99 !

expiros 6/22/85 1

e A e L |
: “With this ad" 1
\ FREE Raisin |
' Scone with )
|  *8°purchase !
] oxplres 6/22/85 d

YOUDONT HAVE
TOBE A PRO
TO SHOP LIKE APRO

N

184 Piesce St. o Birmingham = 6161225




