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North passes Chen to win 2nd U.S. Open

By Marty Budnor
stalt wrltor

The road to the 1985 US. Open
championship definitely headed North,

But it was a spooky highway filled
with strange twists at almost every
turn,

Andy North, a 12-year tour veteran
from Wisconsln, survived a four-over
par round of 74 yesterday in front of
37,300 fans at the demanding Oakland
Hills Country Club Seuth Course to log
his second US. Open championshlp,
North's flrst Open victory was 1878 at
Cherry HIlls in Denver,

North carded a 279 for the tourna-
ment — the only golfer from the quali-

fylng fleld of 66 players to break par ~
and defeated three farclgn players by
one stroke.

Tze-Chung Chen, who hod led the
tourney for three days and suddenly be-
came o household pame to golf fans
across the continent, faltered terribly
in the final round and finished with a
disappolnting 72-hole total of 280. He
was tied at even par by Canadian Dave
Barr and South African Denls Watson.
Watson's score included a two-stroke
penalty Friday for standing too long
over a hanging putt.

orth, 35, cnmed $108,000 for his ef-
forts to triple his season carnings,
Chen, Barr and Watson pocketed
$39,185 cach.

For North, who had an poor year in
xaat it certninly was n satisfying vic-

“ll‘u hard to compare the two wins
because they're both important to me,"
sald North, whose only other tour victo-
ry was the 1977 Westchkeater Classic.

“The win at Cherry Hill was import-
ant because it was my flrat major win.
Thls one was speclal because It was so
long between wins,

“This is the first time in elght or nine
years that I haven't had to play In paln.
I've felt good about my game all year.
And winning this ls a step In the right
direction for me.

“It's hard to make up lur a $20,000
year like I had last year,” he said.

Andy North, the U.S. Open champlon, blasts out
of the bunker to save par on the 17th hole Sun-

- By Jim Hughes
 staft writer
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day. North shot a one-undor-par 279 for the tour-
nament and was the only golfer to break par,

glipse of a golfer, First tee tima was 9:47 a.m., which

meant the firat

LA Andy North bovered ovcr his golf ball before sinking

\ his putt on the 18th
roundlnga looked llke 12 hours earller,

green to secure the US, Open cham-
; plonship Sunday, he probably had no Idea what the sur-

Ons
18th. They'd been

twosome — Greg Cbapman and Curt
Byrum — woulda't get to 18 until somnuma after 1 p.m,

But the walt was well worth it for Paul Ehlers and Al

tad. Th cy were u:g {lrst fans to stake territory at the

d County since the first prac-

+ - It wasn't even close to the scene which ABC TV captured
+ and beamed across the world,
At 6:30 a.m., the arca around the green was covered with
cmpty potato chip bags, hot dog wrappers and paper cups,
: llanx wm; Michelob and Pepsi cans — ugly reminders of 8
day goneby.

I draped th The
. papers, uu!eu now, were purposcful lor the updmhh who
; forgot umbrellas Saturday,
. A short whilo later, mund;keepen from lhe Oakland
; Hills Country Club swept through tha arca armed with gar-
; bage bags to disposa of the litter. The placo was desolate,
v Falnt sounds of lawn mowers were heard
! tance'as fans slowly trickled onto the grounds around 7
* 2.m., & timo when most people are elther sloeping, pertiaing
 the momning newspaper and drinking coffee or Almnd.ln] a
Snnday service,

BUT THE DIEHARD golf fans were bcg:nnlng to encom-
pass. the-18th green, Dlehard i3 an accurate moniker for
these peoplo because of the walt they'd endure just to get a

a dis- .

tlce round Monday, and they were within a chip shot of
North when he sank the winning putt.

Eblers and Onstad were rewarded for thelr patien:
They drove 8% bours from Wiaconsin, the homeland of um
1985 Open champ,

“We had to make sure we got a good seat by 18, sald
Ehlers, who halls from Menasha, near Green Bay, "Wo did
the same thing yesterday (Slturdly) at 17, We're driving
bankwnlahl,lolbapcltdountgnmn long. If there's a
playoff, wa'll stick around.

“It’s worth It becauso Andy's still 1n contention. He haan't
done anything sloce 1978 (when ho won the Open), so I'm
boplng he comes for us”

&Onmd. from Appleton, Wisc., sald he’s accustomod to

& W

Tt dom‘t bother me. I've been here ll week, 80 I'm
used to walting.”

msEOONDmuplom-lvew

“Maybe this will take the monkcy off
my back.”

The monkey may have left North,
but the Monster left Its impression on
the players during flnal-round actfon,

CHEN, WHO had never won a tour-
nament in two years as a regular tour
player, had bullt up a scemingly Insur-
mountable lead through the ([rst three
rounds of qualifylng that started Thurs-
day,

The 26-year-old pro from Talwan
made hls prescnce known early with a
slzzling double-cagle on the par-5, 527~
yard sccond hole during the cpcnlng
round. It was the first time in Open his-
tory that a player had registered three
shots under par,

Chen assumed the lead at that point
and held it until encountering an in-
credible streak of bad luck In the final
round.

Chen’s misfortunes began with a qua-
druple bogey on the par-4 flith hole,

On his fourth shot of the hole he
chipped the ball with a sand wedge, but
in hls followthrough, Chen accldently
nicked the ball again sendlng it back
into the rough. It was ruled officlally as
two hits even though he took just one
swing, He then two-putted on the green
and went from a four-stroke lead to a
tic with North.

Chen procecded to bogey the next
three holes and fell from the top of the
heap for the first time. In four holes he
lost seven strokes which opened the
road for North, Barr and Watson,

"I just double-hlt the ball coming out
of the rough, then on my next shot I
tried to chip the ball in the hole,” sald
Chen, who finished the day with a .
“But It was a rough lie,

“Golf is sometlmes funny,” he sald,
“Everything was gone. After 1 make
double chlp there, the confidence was
just gone.”

North, who played the firal round
with Chen, agreed the unusual flfth-
bole double-hit turned the tournament
into a wide-open race,

“T.C. opened the door for a lot of us,

‘I‘zo-Chunn Chen, tournament leador after the first threo rounds,
lost four strokea on the fifth hole when he doublo hit the ball
(above) while playing out of the rough. Chen finished tho tourna-
ment at ovon par 280, one stroke behind North.

sald North. “It's a freaky thing that
sometimes happens to all of us,

“I was watching T.C. at the time but
not playlng close attentlon to him. I
was lining up my putt. But you could
tell by the sound that he double-blt the
ball. It's a sickening feellng but you
Just have to adjust,

“T just told mysclf to keep playing
and not worry about what T.C. was
doing,” be sald.

Despite the ealamity for Chen, he re-
malned [n contentfon as the other lead-
ers had almost as much trouble flgur-
ing out the course which played a little
longer and tlghter because of the wet
weather.

NORTH BOGEYED the ninth, 10th
and 11th holes when he could nuily
have run away from the contenders,

Bart, whose only tour victory was
the 1981 Quad Citles Open, finished
with a two-over par-72, five
bogeys. Watson, Payne Stewart and
Lanny Wadkins were ‘all in contention
but scored even par for the day,

North Is now at the top of hls class as
the champlon of Amertca. He will have
a year to cherish the feeling.

.. 279 Seott Verplank. ™ , .
+280 ScottHoch , .
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Chen cnded the tournament at even par, tied for second

ce.

M, Minamiyama and K. Yamagata, who ordered tickets
slx months ago, lived In Japan before moving laAnn Arbor
two years ago.

“Recause the U.S, Open is so famous, It would be very
diffficult to gel 1 good seat,” Minamiyama explained of his
early arrival,

But 7 a.m.? That has to be a bother.

'Yuh, yeah,” Minamlyama sald. ‘[ had to get up at 5

am”

Jeffrey Breat, whose brother Sterling is an Oakland Hilla
member and a Birmingham resldent, put the whole thing
Into perspective.

“To get a good scat, you have to get hea: early,” sald
Brent, who came from Tenncesce with his wife for the
tournament. *If you're an avid golfer, you're used to wat-
ing. You have to wait to get on the course, and you hava to

. walt when you're on the course, I'd rather walt here than ln
traflic.

*If you want to watch golf, you'ro betler off at home
watching it on TV. It's more comfortable and the beer's
cheaper. But 1f you want to be part of the excitement, you
have to bo here. Plus, it makes a good conversation plece
uying you were at the U.S. Open. You becoms the eavy of

2 were,
natives of Japan, near the hnmellnd of Talwan's Tre-
Chung Chen, who way-paired with North the last round,

1f you'ra from
ANOTHER COUPLE accustomed to walting was John

Early birds catch bird’s-eye view at 18th green

and Jill Hoffman of Trenton, Their daughter was a high
school volleyball atandout at Trenton High and currently fs
on the squad at Central Michigan Univeraity.

“We'vo sat at volleyball tournaments for 16 hours in a
day, 30 we're used to waiting,” Jill said. .
*It couldn't be any worse than that” John added.
“Therc's only one place to be, and that's at the flnish, You
can come later and take a chance at belng somepln:e else,

but we got here early to be at the finishing hole.

Don Miller came Connecticut to watch bty fourth
straight Open, 30 ho's a veteran of the game.

“I plan my v:entlons around this,” he sald, °I really en-
Joy golf, and this is the best golf to sen. If you walt on
Sunday, at about 1:30 the place iy 50 mobbed you can't nee
ltnﬂ.ll’lmdlnppohunawbchmmmmdm!ba
able to see this all happening.”

Carolyn Blackford and Gene Day came from Fort
Wl{ne. Ind,, and both had similiar reasons for arriving so

3. :

*I'want a good seat oo 18 30 ] can see all those gorgoous
prol wnlk rlahnryme.' uld Blackford, a true-blue Funy

'l'm hm becauss I'm with ber,” Dgy explained,
For thoss who dld arrive urly. they had a closa vlew of

the golfers a2 they flntshed, If wuumedby that the
walt was well worth the agony of dlsrup

But for Etler and Onstad, {t made. hudl.na 'Noﬂh' back
to Wisconsin much more enjoyable.



